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Decease  of  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Society. 


This  day  we  celebrate  tlie  Thirty-seventh 
Anniversary  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society.  We  render  thanksgiving  to  our 
Father  in  Heaven  for  the  abundant  bless- 
ings received,  and  we  supplicate  a  contin- 
uance of  His  gracious  care.  Pre-eminently 
His,  and  for  the  advancement  of  His  king- 
dom on  earth,  is  the  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged.  Whatever  of  good  it  has  already 
accomplished,  is  the  result  of  His  control- 
ling Spirit ;  and  all  its  capacity  for  enlarged 
achievement  in  coming  time  gives  promise 
that  His  almighty  arm  will  carry  it  forward 
through  every  obstacle,  to  a  triumph  more 
splendid  than  we  should  otherwise  dare  to 
anticipate. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting,  several  of 
our  earliest  and  ablest  friends  and  patrons 
have  rested  from  their  labors. 

The  Hon.  Jacob  Burnet  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  departed  this  life  the  27th  April  last. 
He  was  elected  a  vice  president  of  this  So- 
ciety in  the  year  1836.  He  was  a  liberal 
annual  contributor  to  its  funds,  and  left  it  a 
handsome  legacy  at  his  death. 

The  Hon.  Simon  Greenleaf  of  Caml)ridge 
Mass.,  who  was  elected  a  vice  president  in 
the  year  1848,  and  was  one  of  its  ablest  ad- 
vocates, died  beloved  and  greatly  lament- 
ed, the  5th  of  October,  1853. 


Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esq.,  for  many  years 
the  President  of  the  New  York  State  Col- 
onization Society,  and  a  vice  president  of 
this  Society  since  the  year  1844,  closed  his 
earthly  labors  the  30th  of  November  last. 
He  was  a  large  contributor  to  the  funds  of 
this  Society  ;  and  as  one  of  its  Life  Direc- 
tors, was  always  present  at  its  meetings. 

He  was  eminently  and  emphatically  the 
friend  of  the  colored  man,  both  in  this 
country  and  in  Africa.  He  left  a  legacy 
of  $5,000  to  the  New  York  State  Coloni- 
zation Society,  to  be  paid  in  ten  annual  in- 
stalments of  $500  each  ;  and  a  conditional 
bequest  of  $50,000  towards  founding  a  theo- 
logical department  of  a  college  in  Liberia, 
as  appears  in  item  seventeen  of  his  will 
which  reads  as  follows  : 

Seventeenth — It  has  been  contemplated 
by  the  friends  of  African  Colonization  to 
erectand  found  a  college  in  Liberia,  Africa; 
and  it  is  understood  that  some  incipient 
steps  have  been  taken  for  that  purpose  by 
its  friends  in  Boston,  Mas.sachusetts.  Now 
in  case  the  enterprise,  which  1  consider  an 
important  one,  shall  proceed,  and  $100,000 
shall  be  raised  for  that  purpose  in  this 
country,  then,  and  in  such  case,  I  give  to 
my  e.xecutors  the  sum  of  $50,000,  to  be 
applied  by  them  in  such  way  as  shall,  in 
their  judgment,  best  eflect  the  object  ;  and 
I  wish  my  executors  especially  to  have  in 
view  the  establishment  of  a  thejlogical  de- 
partment in  said  college,  to  be  under  the 
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Receipts  of  the  Society,  general  and  special. 

HupervLsion  of  tl>e  Uninn  Theological  Sem-  1  many  items  wliich  contributed  notiiing  to 
imiry  of  tjie  city  of  Nt- w  York.  |j  ^iJ  in  carrying  on  tlie  direct  work  of  colo- 

Tlie  Rev.  Jnnies  Laurie,  D.  D.,  of  ll.is  ^j^ation  durin-  the  year.  For  example, 
city,  died  on  the  Ifitli  April  last.  He  was  f^^,^  tliousand  dollars  of  it  were  received 
elected  a  Vice  President  of  this  Society  in  '  f^^^  ,,,g  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ,^^g  Augustus  Gra- 
1838.  He  was  an  intelligent  and  faithful  |  ,^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  york,  and  by  his  will  we 
friend  from  its  origin,  and  for  many  years  i  ^^^  required  to  invest  the  money  in  some 
was  one  of  the  most  punctual  and  earnest  ,  ^^f^  „„j  profiuible  manner,  and  devote 
members  of  its  Board  of  Managers.  Inra-  the  interest  arising  from  it  to  the  "support 
pable  of  fear,  and  constant  in-tluty,  he  and  establishment  of  Schools"  in  Liberia, 
stood  firm  by  the  cause  in  its  darkest  and  !|  Three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
most  trying  times,  and  never  doubted  its  eight  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents,  had  been 
final  triumph.  1  received  by  the  Massachusetts  Colonization 

In  addition  to  these  four  vice  presidents,  I  Society  during  the  past  three  years,  and  ex- 
we  have  also  to  mourn  the  loss  of  many  pended  by  them  in  defraying  the  expenses 
of  our  liberal  annual  contributors,  on  whom  I  ^f  educating  two  colored  young  men  in 
we  always  relied  for  help  to  meet  our  cur-  '  Boston,  to  prepare  them  for  physicians  in 
rent  expenses,  and  carry  forward  our  great  Liberia.  This  amount  had  never  before 
enterprise.  From  some  of  them,  who  had  (^ggn  reported  to  us,  and  therefore  it  allap- 
the  means,  we  have  received  handsome  pg^rs  in  the  accounts  of  the  past  year. 
bequesLs.  Some  of  them  made  bequests  ^he  New  York  State  Colonization  So- 
to the  Society,  which  have  not  been,  as  ^.|g^y  appropriated  one  thousand  dollars  tc 
yet,  and  we  fear  never  will  be,  received,  jj^g  government  of  Liberia,  toward  th< 
Legal  difficulties  have  been  thrown  in  the  expenses  of  the  expedition  against  th< 
way  of  the  execution  of  their  wills.  It  is 
melancholy  to  reflect  how  many  good  in- 


tentions and  liberal  purposes  are  entirely 
frustrated   by  being   transferred    for  exe- 


native  Chief  Boonibo  ;  and   they  reportec 
the  amount  to  us,  as  a  part  of  their  con 
tribuiion  to  the  cause  for  the  current  year 
In  several  instances,  bequests  have  beei' 


culion  from  the  heart  and  soul  in  which  made  to  the  Society  for  the  special  use  an« 
lliey  originated,  to  the  hands  of  executors  benefit  of  the  slaves  liberated  by  will,  ii- 
ttiid  administrators,  too  often  controlled  by  such  manner  that  we  were  obliged  to  pay 
distantand  unscrupulous  heirs!  If  this  So-  j  them  the  money  when  they  had  embarket. 
ciety  could  at  once  obtain  possession  of  all  for  Liberia,  or  to  purchase  with  it  sucli 
the  legacies  to  which  itisjustly  entitled,  but  ^  articles  as  were  indispensable  to  their  out 
which  are  kept  from  it  by  legal  quibbles  fit ;  but  we  were  not  allowed  to  use  an; 
and  endless  lawsuits,  it  would  be  able  at  of  it  for  the  expenses  of  their  passage  to 
once  to  make  all  the  necessary  improve-  1  and  support  six  months  in,  Liberia.  I 
ments  in  Liberia,  and  build  a  first  cUiss  other  cases,  moneys  have  been  comraittei 
Bteamer  to  run  na  a  regular  transport  to  our  charge  by  the  donors  or  executon 
vessel !  to  be  forwarded  to  their  friends,  or  pereom 

The  receipts  of  the  Society  for  the  past  '  to  whom  it  belonged  in  Liberia.  Fron 
year,  from  all  sources,  were  eighly-tico  these  sources  there  came  into  ou 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fijly-ei^hl  dul-  treasury  the  past  year,  three  thousani 
lars  and  ttoeniy-fite  cents.  three  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  aw 

This  general  amount,  however,  includes    fifty-six  cents. 
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Receipts  from  the  several  States.— Expeditions  by  Banshee,  Shirley,  and  Adeline. 


There  Imve  also  been  received  into  the 
treasury  on  account  of  subscriptions  to 
the  African  Rep'^sitory,  fifteen  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  eighteen 
cents,  which  has  been  expended  in  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  its  publication. 

There  have  been  received  from  the  Indi- 
ana State  Treasury  Ihirteen  hundred  and 
seventy  dollars  more  than  we  have  expended 
in  sending  out  emigrants  from  that  State. 
It  was  anticipated  that  the  whole  amount 
would  have  been  used.  But  two  families 
who  were  preparing  to  emigrate  last  fall, 
failed  to  get  ready  in  lime.  This  amount 
therefore  is  held  subject  to  the  expenses  of 
the  next  company  from  that  State. 

The  several  States  rank  in  the  following 
order  as  to  the  amount  of  funds  received 
from  all  sources  within  their  borders, 
including  payments  on  account  of  the 
Repository,  expenditures  reported  by 
State  Auxiliary  Societies  on  account  of 
emigrants,  &c.  &c. 

1.  New  York $10,735  43 

2.  Virginia 10,6:38  72 

3.  Mi.ss:ssippi G,731  >e5 

4.  Connecticut 6,5^4  17 

5.  Massachusetts 6,269  30 

6.  Vermont 4,853  75 

7.  Maryland 4,588  40 

8.  Pennsvivania 4,082  12 

9.  Kentucky 3.957  25 

10.  Georgia 3,797  86 

11.  Ohio." 3,200  33 

12.  Tennessee 2,966  16 

13.  North  Carolina 2,.394  18 

14.  Rhode  Island 2,270  47 

15.  Indiana 1,7.33  00 

16.  Louisiana 1,4.J8  23 

17.  District  of  Columbia 1,014  67 

18.  Maine 997  12 

19.  Alabama 828  50 

20.  Delaware 608  54 

21.  New  Jersey 437  12 

22.  Illinois 297  99 

23.  Missouri 132  00 

24.  Florida 103  00 

25.  New  Hampshire 84  30 

26.  California 30  00 

27.  South  Carolina 12  00 

28.  Michigan 10  00 

29.  Texas 8  00 

30.  Wisconsin 6  00 


In  the  general  aggregate  are  also  in- 
cluded the  following  amounts  from  foreign 
countries,  viz  : 

Syria ^25  oo 

Choctaw  Nation 21  25 

New  Brunswick 11  06 

Constantinople  (Turkey) lo  qq 

England 2  50 

The  following  expeditions  have  been 
sent  to  Liberia  since  our  last  annual  meet- 
ing. 

The  ship  Banshee  sailed  from  Norfolk 
the  30th  of  April,  with  one  hundred  and 
sixty-ons  emigrants.  Fifty-seven  of  these 
were  born  free,  sixteen  purchased  their 
freedom  or  were  purchased  by  their 
friendf!.  Ninety  were  emancipated,  six- 
teen by  will  of  Wm.  Smart,  of  Gloucester 
county,  Va  ;  thirty-six  by  v/ill  of  Miss 
Betsey  Gordon  of  Orange  county,  Va.  ; 
eleven  by  Mrs.  Anne  S.  Rice,  of  Prince 
Edward  county,  Va.,  and  seventeen  by 
will  of  Dr.  William  Andres,  of  Bladen 
county,  N.  C,  and  ten  by  different  persons. 

The  second  company  sailed  from  Balti- 
more the  2nd  of  June,  in  the  Shirley,  con- 
sisting of  eleven  perscns,  of  whom  six  from 
Portsmouth,  Va.,  were  born  free,  and  five 
were  emancipated  by  Mrs.  Nancy  Jen- 
nings, of  Kemper  county,  Miss.  These 
persons  expected  to  have  sailed  in  the 
Banshee,  but  failed  to  be  ready  in  time. 

The  third  company  sailed  from  Savan^ 
nah,  Geo.,  the  11th  of  June,  in  the  barque 
Jdcline,  composed  of  one  hundred  and 
thirl'j-four  persons,  of  whoin  ninety-six 
were  from  Tennessee,  and  thirty-eight 
from  Georgia.  Forty-four  of  them  were 
born  free  ;  ten  were  purchased  by  them- 
selves and  their  friends  ;  twenty-nine  were 
emancipated  by  will  of  Solomon  Green  of 
Kingston,  Tenn. -fifteen  by  Samuel  Grigg- 
by,  of  Monroe  county,  Tenn — and  ten  by 
will  of  Thomas  W.  Rice,  of  Savannah, 
Geo. — and  the  others  by  several  difi'erent 
persons.  This  company  were  all  landed 
at  Sinou,  and  located  m   that  county,  and 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 


Expeditions  by  Inla  de  Cuba,  and  Banshee. 


at  our  last  advices  were  prospering  remark- 
;ibly  well.  Speaking  of  them,  our  agent 
under  date  of  September  5th,  says  :  "Most 
of  ihem  have  had  the  fever.  I  treat  them 
kindly,  keep  them  in  a  good  humor,  and 
have  succeeded  in  persuading  some  that 
the  fever  is  the  hsndmaid  of  heaUh.  It  is 
pleasing  to  see  how  much  work  some  of 
them  have  done.  With  a  good,  sound 
constitution,  the  African  fever  is  not  diffi- 
cult of  treatment.  Old,  partially  cured  dis- 
eases, brought  from  the  United  States, 
give  the  most  trouble  to  physicians.  Only 
tico  of  the  company  have  died." 

it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  this  com- 
pany passed  the  season  of  their  acclimation 
without  the  attendance  of  a  regular  physi- 
cian. This  resulted  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  Dr.  James  Brown,  about  the 
middle  of  August,  who  had  for  several 
years  attended  all  the  emigrants  located  in 
that  county.  His  loss  is  greatly  felt. 
After  his  death,  Mr.  Murray  was  compel- 
led to  act  both  as  physician  and  agent,  and 
great  credit  is  due  hiin  for  the  faithful 
manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  respon- 
sible duties,  and  for  the  gratifying  success 
which  crowned  his  labors.  "We  hope  to 
send  a  thoroughly  educated  physician  to 
that  county  with  our   spring    expedition. 

Tiie  fourth  company  sailed  from  ±ie\v 
York,  the  lOih  November,  in  the  barque 
Isla  de  Cuba,  consisting  oi  Jlfly-three  emi- 
grants, of  whom  thirty  two  were  from 
Pennsylvania — one  from  New  Jersey— four 
tVomConnecticut.and  sixteen  from  N.York. 

The  New  York  State  Colonization  So- 
ciety fitted  out  this  expedition,  and  paid  the 
expenses  of  those  from  that  state.  The 
expenses  of  those  from  the  other  states 
were  paid  by  the  respective  State  Societies. 
The  company  from  Pennsylvania  took 
with  them  a  steam  saw-mill,  which  they 
intend  to  locale  in  Mesurado  county. 
One  of  those  from  Connecticut  was  an  ex- 


cellent daguerreotypist,  and  we  expect  to 
hear  from  him  in  some  interesting  views  of 
scenery  in  Liberia. 

The  fifth  company  sailed  from  Norfolk, 
the  11th  November,  in  tlie  ship  Banshee, 
consisting  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-one 
persons,  sent  by  this  Society,  and  sixteen 
by  the  Maryland  Society.  One  hundred 
and  fifty-four  were  from  Virginia  ;  four 
from  North  Carolina  ;  twenty-four  from 
Maryland  ;  twenty-six  from  Indiana  ;  and 
sixty-nine  from  Kentucky.  Of  those  sent 
I  by  this  Society,  eighty-eight  were  born 
free  ;  ten  purchased  their  freedom  or  were 
purchased  by  others,  of  whom,  six  were 
purchased  with  funds  raised  by  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Wormley,  of  Newport,  R.I. ,  amount- 
ing to  twenty-three  hundred  dollars. 

We  received  from  the  treasury  of  the 
state  of  Indiana  fifty  dollars  for  each  of 
the  twenty-six  from  that  state.  Out  of 
this  amount  however  we  had  to  pay  tliree 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  sev- 
enty cents,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their 
passuge  from  Indiana  to  Baltimore.  It 
coste  us  sixty  dollars  for  each  one  from 
Baltimore  to  Liberia,  and  for  six  months 
support  after  their  arrival.  The  amount 
I  received  from   the  State  Treasury,  there- 

:  fore,  will  not  defray  the  expenses  of  their 
emigrants,  by  six  hundred  and  forty-eight 
dollars  and  seventy  cents. 

1      From   the   Virginia  State  Treasury  we 

I  have  received  thirty-four  hundred  dollars, 
being  fifty  dollars  each  for  sixty-eight   of 

I  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  emigrants 

1  sent  from   that  state  in   this  expedition. 

I  We  also  received  from  the  Virginia  State 
Treasury  thirly-four  hundred  dollars,  for  six- 

I  ty-eighl  of  the  eighty-seven  emigrants  from 

I  that  State  sent  in  the  April  and  June  exne- 

!  ditions. 

I  There  were  several  others  in  these  two 
companies  who  were  free,  and  will  be  en- 

'  titled  to  the  benefit  of  the  State  appropri- 
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Expedition  by  tlie  General  Pierce — Interesting  family. 


■■on,  if  we  can  succeed  in  obtaining  and 
lyio^  before  the  Colonization  Board  of 
the   State  sufficient  and  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  their  freedom. 

The  sixth  and  last  expedition  sailed  from 
Savannah,  the  16th  December,  in  the  brig 
Gen.  Pierce,  composed  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-three  emigrants  from  South  Carolina, 
Georgi;^,  and  Tennessee.  Twenty-one  of 
them  v/ere  born  free  ;  sixteen  were  liberat- 
ed by  will,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  by  masters  now  living,  viz  :  fifty  by 
Richard  Hoff,  Esq.,  of  Oglethorpe  coun- 
ty, Georgia,  wlio  paid  three  thousand  dol- 
lars for  their  passage  and  support  six 
months  in  Liberia,  and  gave  them  about 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars  at  their  embark- 
ation ;  twenty-nine  of  them  by  the  Hon. 
Will.  E.  Kennedy  of  Columbia,  Tenn., 
w!io  sent  twenty-six  in  the  expedition 
from  New  Orleans,  in  Dec.  1852  ;  and  thir- 
ty-eight by  Montgomery  Bell,  Esq.,  of 
Is'ashville,  Tenn.,  who  gave  them  a  good 
outfit,  paid  all  their  expenses  to  the  place 
of  embarkation,  and  gave  us  two  thou- 
sand dollars  towards  the  expenses  of  their 
colonization.  This  was  a  most  interesting 
and  extraordinary  company,  consisting  of 
a  man  and  his  wife  and  thirty-six  children 
and  grand  children.  Mr.  Bell  has  a  large  i 
number  more,  of  whom  he  wants  to  send,  \ 
ia  our  next  expedition,  about  eighty,  and  ; 
he  is  willing  to  give  them  a  good  outfit,  pay  ' 
their  expenses  to  the  place  of  sailing,  and 
one-half  the  amount  necessary  to  transport  [ 
t^.em  to  Liberia,  and  support  them  six 
months  !  These  are  the  "  Iron  men"  of  i 
Ter.nessee.  Mr.  Bell  has  long  been  known 
as  one  of  the  largest  manufacturers  of  iron, 
and  his  slaves  have  been  his  only  workmen. 
Tiiey  thoroughly  understand  the  business. 
Among  them  are  miners,  colliers,  mould- 
ers, and  men  fully  competent  to  build  fur- 
naces for  making  iron,  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  themselves.    They  are  also 


men  of  high  moral  character,  which  would 
render  them  an  acquisition  to  any  country. 
Thomas  Scott,  the  patriarch  of  the  family, 
who  sailed  in  the  Gen.  Pierce,  helped  to 
make  the  cannon  balls  that  were  fired  from 
behind  the  cotton  bales  at  the  battle  of 
New  Orleans  ;  and  is  yet  a  man  of  great 
activity  and  energy  of  character. 

If  we  are  not  entirely  mistaken,  in  our 
calculations,  this  family  of  Mr.  Bell 'swill 
be  an  element  in  Liberia's  history  and  ope- 
rations, of  the  most  valuable  character. 
We  have  been  assured  that  iron  ore  is  to 
be  found  there  in  great  abundance,  and  of 
remarkable  purity.  The  Hon.  S.  A.  Ben- 
son, of  Bassa  county,  in  a  letter  dated  the 
10th  Sept.,  and  received  since  the  Gen. 
Pierce  sailed,  says  :  "  I  send  you  (by  the 
Shirley,)  a  small  specimen  of  iron  ore 
from  the  mountains  (which  lie  about  thirty 
miles  from  the  coast.)  Depend  upon  it, 
it  is  virgin  ore — the  blacksmith  merely 
heated  it  to  enable  him  to  cut  it.  One  of 
our  blacksmiths,  Rev.  A.  P.  Davis,  de- 
clares it  not  only  maleable,  but  at  least 
20  per  cent,  better  than  the  foreign  trade 
iron  brought  to  this  coast.  Mr.  Davis  has 
tried  it,  and  in  its  virgin  state,  beaten  it  out 
and  made  good  cutlery.  The  mountains 
of  our  interior  are  filled  with  it." 

Such  is  the  field  open  before  these  peo- 
ple, who  without  doubt  will  one  day  be- 
come the  "iron   men"  of  Liberia !     We 
propose  to  send  a  vessel  with  emigrants 
from  New  Orleans,  the  1st  oC  April.     Wo 
are   anxious  to  send  Mr.  Bell's  eighty  at 
that  time,   as  they  are    nearly     ready  to 
depart,  and  we  are    now  looking  out  for 
some  generous  friend  to  give  us  the  twenty- 
four  hundred  dollars  to  defray  the  one-half 
their  expenses.      This  amount   Mr.  Bell 
proposes  to  give,  together  with  the  people  I 
j  And  we  believe  that  some  noble-hearted  in- 
1  dividual,  on  whom  Heaven  has  bestowed 
I  the  ability,  will  rejoice  to  stand  besidehim, 
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nnd  share  the  i^lory  of  n  work  so  grand  as  ' 
this.*  ' 

From   the  fore£roino:  statements  it  will 

.  1 

be  seen  that  we  have  sent  during  the  year,  i 

seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  emigrants  to  \ 

Liberia,  bein*  one  hundred  and  seventeen  '\ 

more  than  were  sent  the  preceding  year. 

The  table  in  the  next  column  will  exhibit 

the  leading  facts  in  a  condensed  form.  [ 

The  STATES  rank,  as  to  the  number  of ' 

emigrants  sent  from  each,  in  the  following  i 

order: 

1.  Virginia 241      I 

2.  Tennessee ISl      j 

3.  Georgia 93      i 

4.  Kentucky 74 

5.  North  Carolina 56 

t).   Pennsylvania 3.5 

7.  Indiana 32 

8.  i\ew  York 17 

9.  Alabama 16 

10.  Maryland 8 

11.  South  Carolina 7 

12.  Massachusetts 6 

13.  Mississippi 5 

14.  Choctaw  Nation a 

15.  Connecticut 4 

10.  Ohio 2 

17.  New  Jersey 1 

On  their  arrival  in   Liberia,  these  seven 

hundred  and  eighty-three  emigrants  have 
been  pretty  equally  distril)uted  between 
the  three  counties,  Mesurado,  Bassa,  and 
Sinou.  At  the  date  of  our  last  advices 
ihey  were  prospering  encouragingly,  hav- 
ing become  contented  and  happy  citizens 
of  Liberia. 

The  larger  part  of  those  who  went  to 
Bassa  County  wei-e  located  at  the  new 
settlement,  a:  the  "Cove,"  near  the  site  of 
the  old  native  village  which  was  called 
"Fishtown."  This  ia  considered  one  of 
the  most  important  points  on  the  coast. 
The  anchorage  for  vessels  is  good,  and 
boats  can  reach  the  shore  and  land,  without 
the  necessity  of  crossing  the  bar.  Our  for- 
mer attempt  to  make  a  location  here,  was 
frustrated,  by  the  Grando  war-the  natives 


^  I  '-•'  I  *  I  "  I  '- 1  - ;  No. 


I      CO 


Port  of  departure. 


Time  of  sailing. 


Emancipated. 


Purchased. 


Mass. 


^  N.  y. 


N.J. 


2    Va. 


S5    N.  C. 


s.  c. 


Ala. 


Miss. 


Tenn. 


Ky. 


Ohio. 
Ind. 


Che*.  Nation 


g    Mesurado. 


2    Total. 


5  c 


*We  are  bappy  to  state,  that  ihe  morning  after  this  report  was  read  at  tlie  Annual  Meeting,  the 
Hon.  William  Appleton  informed  us  that  he  would  be  liappy  to  give  U3  the  $5,400  00. 
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having  burnt  our  houses  and  driven  away 
our  settlers.  The  present  effort  has,  we 
are  happy  to  say,  been  more  successful. 
The  natives  have  all  been  entirely  inoffen- 
sive, and  many  of  them  very  friendly.  A 
number  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ty, induced  by  its  advanta<re3  for  all 
commercial  enterprises,  have  removed 
10  and  taken  up  their  permanent  resi- 
dence in  this  place.  Our  agent,  Mr. 
Benson,  has  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost, 
to  provide  comfortable  accommodations 
for  the  newly  arrived  emigrants.  The  saw 
mill  is  doing  a  good  business.  Improve- 
ment is  manifest  all  around.  Bishop 
Payne  of  Cape  Palmas,  has  lately  visited 
Bassa  county  to  make  arrangements  for 
a  missionary  station  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  expressed  himself  delighted 
with  the  general  appearance  of  the  settle- 
ments, and  he  has  determined  to  make  the 
r.ew  settlement  the  head-quarters  of  their 
■operations,  and  has  selected  a  lot  in  the 
village  and  made  arrangements  for  erecting 
a  suitable  building  upon  it.  This  move- 
ment will  be  a  great  benefit  to  that  county, 
and  should  and  will  be  encouraged  in 
every  possible  manner. 

Liberia  has  nov/  a  civilized  population 
of  about  len  tkousaiuh  and  a  native  popula- 
lion  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand. 
The  field  for  missionary  labor  is  extreme- 
ly promising,  and  all  well  directed  efforts 
will  reap  a  bountiful  harvest. 

In  Sinou  county,  increased  attention  has 
been  given  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
and  particularly  to  planting  coffee  trees. 
Many  new  and  substantial  buildings  have 
been  erected,  and  a  general  spirit  of  enter- 
prise prevails. 

In    Mesurado   county  there  lias   been 

much  improvement.     Many  brick  houses 

have  been  erected  in  the  various  settlements. 

The   entire  history  of  Liberia  for  the 

past  year  has  been  such  as  should  encour- 


age us  to  push  forward  in  the  work  of 
Colonization.  Peace  has  prevailed  between 
the  Government  and  the  native  tribes. 
The  churches  have  bnen  well  attended. 
The  number  of  schools  has  been  increased, 
and  the  means  of  doing  good  extended. 

"The  great  law  of  progress,"  as  Bishop 
Scott  in  his  late  report  of  his  visit  to  Li- 
beria says,  "is  not  entirely  dormant  in  Li- 
beria. She  is  advancing  in  most,  I  think 
1  may  say,  in  all  respects.  Liberia  as  it 
is,  is  not  exactly  the  same  thing  it  was  at 
any  period  you  may  select  in  its  past 
history.  Her  course  is  onward.  Even 
the  '  Sketches  of  Liberia,'  so  truthful  and 
reliable  in  its  details,  that  every  one,  who 
wishes  to  know  what  Liberia  is,  ought  to 
read  it  with  careful  attention,  nevertheless 
needs  an  appendix  to  adjust  it  to  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  country.  Their  course  is 
onward,  and  their  future  is  becoming  day 
by  day  more  and  more  hopeful.  Their 
triumph  thus  far  over  extraordinary  diffi- 
culties insures  the  promise  that  the  diffi- 
culties yet  remaining  will  in  time  be  over- 
come, and  that  Liberia  will  yet  stand  forth 
rich  in  all  the  elements  of  a  great  na- 
tion." 

Commander  Lynch,  to  whom  allusion 
was  made  in  our  last  Annual  Report,  visi- 
ted Liberia  and  having  spent  some  time  on 
the  Coast,  returned  to  the  United  States, 
well  pleased  with  what  he  saw,  and  has 
prepared  a  report  for  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, which  has  been  sent  into  Congress, 
and  will  shortly  be  publisiied. 

The  commerce  with  Liberia  is  increas- 
ing. The  fact  has  been  clearly  demonstra- 
ted that  this  Young  Republic,  weak  and 
feeble  though  it  now  is,  will  liereafter 
direct  and  control  to  a  vast  extent  the 
commerce  of  the  Western  Coast  of  Africa. 
The  natural  wealth  and  the  commercial 
resources  of  that  immense  tract  of  country 
lying  interior  of  Liberia   will   find   their 
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way  out  through  her  ports.  As  the  na-  I 
lives  rise  in  the  scale  of  beinj  and  appre- 
ciate the  blessings,  and  feel  the  wants 
consequent  upon  civilization,  they  will  |! 
through  the  same  channel  obtain  the  pro- 
ducts of  other  countries,  and  the  manufac- 
tured articles  indispensable  to  their  com- 
fort. So  that  it  is  quite  evident  that  what- 
ever tlie  foreign  commerce  of  Western  Af- 
rica may  be,  Liberia  will  control  it.  Her 
position  on  tlie  Coast,  and  her  relations 
with  foreign  nations,  necessarily  confer 
upon  lier  this  advantjxge.  The  indepen- 
dence of  Liberia  having  been  formally, 
honorably  acknowledged  by  five  of  the 
leading  Governments  of  the  world,  Eng- 
land, France,  Prussia,  Belgium  and  Brazil,  i 
she  is  fairly  entitled  and  has  the  power  to 
form  treaties  and  estabhsh  international 
:  eldtions  which  shall  regulate  the  trade 
oetween  her  vast  interior  and  the  markets 
of  the  world.  I 

Already   has  this  state  of  things,  this 
field  for   commercial  enterprise,  attracted  | 
the  attention  of  England.     She  has  estab- i 
lished  a  monthly  line  of  steamers,  which  ': 
touch  at  Liberia.     She  has  four  Steam- ! 
ships  on  the  line,  the  Forerunner  of  400  ' 
tons,  the  Faith,  of  900  tons,  Hope,  of  900  , 
tons,  and  Charity,  of  1,000  tons.     These 
nameo    are    appropriate   and    significant!  , 
The  following  extracts  from,  a  letter  just  i 
received  from  Commander  Radd,  U.  S.  N., 
iated    Frigate    Constitution,    August   20, 
1853,  ofi"  Monrovia,  will  show  that  these  I; 
sleamers  are  doing  a  heavy  business  :  "1  i 
inclose  you  a  paper  giving  the  route  of  the  | 
Engli.'^h  steamers  on  this   Coast.      They 
are  doir.g  a  first  rate  business,  running  full  ' 
.f  freight  both  ways,  and  of  course  cutting 
'■:>   our  trade  very  much,  and  I  believe  in  j 
wo  years  they  will  get  all  of  it  I     Steam  j; 
IS   the    only    thing   on    this    Coast.     Sail 
vessels  are  far  beliind  the  age." 

Another  line  of  British  Steamers  is  about  j 
to  l>e  started,  or  has  already  been  started  ' 


from  Liverpool.     The  first  vessel  was  to 
i  sail    in   October   last.     This   new    line  is 
I  owned  by  private  individuals,  and  is  entire- 
!  ly  independent  of  the  Government. 
1      The  English   Government,  with  a  wise 
reference  to    the    extension  of  her  com- 
merce on  that  Coast,  admits  camwood  and 
Palm  oil  and  its  other  great  staple  com- 
modities, free  of  duty. — Consequently  the 
English   trader  can  always  give  a  higher 
price  for  them  than  the  American   can  ' 
The  Liberia  merchant  can  order  by  the 
British  steamers  whatever  goods  he  wants 
from    London   and   Liverpool,  and    have 
them  in  his  store  in  six  or  eight  weeks  after 
the  order  is  issued;— while  to  obtain  the  like 
goods  from  any  American  port,  requires 
about  the  same  number  of  months  .' 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  British  commerce  is 
increasing  on  that  coast  with  unexampled 
rapidity,  and  that  American  commerce  has 
to  struggle  hard — even  to  maintain  its 
present  limited  existence! 

England  may  be  bold,  she  may  be 
grasping  and  vigilant  in  her  efTorts  to 
spread  her  commerce  abroad  over  the  face 
of  the  whole  earth !  Who  can  blame  her. 
Is  it  not  well  that  she  should  extend  civil- 
ized customs  of  trade  and  christian  com- 
merce along  that  coast  once  covered  with 
nothing  but  the  barbarous  trafllc  in  human 
blood?  There  is  a  tremendous  moral 
power  in  commerce,  which  tends  to  lift  up 
the  fallen,  to  tame  the  savage,  and  civilize 
tind  humanize  the  barbarous.  Liberia  has 
on  her  hands,  in  this  respect,  a  work  so 
mighty  as  to  demand  from  other  nations 
all  possible  encouragement  and  assistance  ! 

For  many  years  she  struggled  for  a  mere 
existence, ^surrounded  by  savage  enemies, 
without  the  power  or  means  to  regulate 
commerce — at  length,  but  tremblingly,  she 
became,  and  declared  herself  to  be,  an  in- 
dependent nation.  England  nobly  came 
forward  with  the  courtesies  of  recognition , 
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and  welcoined  her  into  the  family  of  na- 
tions!  France  soon  followed — then  Prus- 
sia, Belgium,  and  Brazil  !  England  and 
France  have,  from  time  to  time,  compli- 
mented her  in  the  most  marked  and  dis- 
tinguished manner! 

And  yet  the  harbors  and  ports  of  Libe- 
ria for  a  distance  of  some  seven  hundred 
miles  along  the  coast  are  open  alike  to 
British  steamers,  French  merchantmen, 
and  American  traders.  Her  palm  oil,  her 
camwood,  her  coffee,  and  her  spices,  and 
all  the  rich  productions  of  her  sunny 
clime,  she  is  ready  to  exchange  for  the 
products  and  manufactures  of  all  other 
countries  on  equal  terms.  Thus  far  Libe- 
ria has  shown  no  favoritism — has  exer- 
cised no  ^'elfish  partiality.  Her  treaties  of 
commerce  with  England  and  France  give 
them  no  advantage  whatever  over  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America !  In  all  the  com- 
mercial relations  into  which  Liberia  has 
entered  thus  far,  she  has  kept  the  field 
wide  open  to  all,  giving  peculiar  advan- 
tages to  none.  This  surely  is  all  that  the 
United  States  can  ask,  or  that  we  had  p. 
right  to  expect.  But  suppose  now  that 
those  nations  which  have  acknowledged 
her  independence,  should  endeavor  to  ob- 
tain for  themselves  the  privilege  of  intro- 
ducing their  manufactured  articles  free  of 
duhj,  and  the  exclusive  right  to  trade  in 
camwood  and  palm  oil,  who  else  could 
complain  ?  If  any  other  governments 
have  neglected  to  improve  the  opportuni- 
ties which  the  existence  of  Liberia  has 
presented  to  them,  is  there  not  ground  to 
apprehend  that  they  may  be  ultimately  de- 
prived of  advantages  which  they  might 
otherwise  have  secured  ? 

Liberia  is  in  a  certain  sense  the  child  of 
the  United  States.  Its  origin  and  histo- 
ry are  unlike  those  of  any  other  govern- 
ment on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Humanity 
and  benevolence  underlie  it  as   a   broad 


and  firm  foundation.     It  was   undertaken 

in  christian  charity,  having  in   view   the 

relief  and  elevation  of  a  race   who    were 

|[  outcasts  from  government  and  country. — 

j  By  private  contributions  means  were  pro- 

!  vided,  in  our  own  country,  to   take  from 

I  among  us  those  v/ho  had  neither  social 
j  nor  political  relations,  transport  them  to 
j|  the  land  of  their  fathers,  plant  and  nur- 
||  ture  them  there,  until  they  should  develoj) 
I  nerve  and  skill  enough  to  perform  all  the 
;'  functions  of  self-government  in  a  manner 
::  adequate  to  their  necessities  and  creditable 

I  among  the  nations.     This  great  work  was 
j  accomplished  in  the  most  quiet  and  peace- 
j  ful  way.  iN'o  man's  rights  were  molested  ; 
li  no  governmental  prerogatives  were  inter- 
fered with,  and  no  violence  was  done   to 
:  the  welfare  of  society.     Private  enterprise, 
i  supported  by  christian  charity,  began  and 
l'  completed  the  great  endeavor !     And  there 
•  :  Liberia  stands,  and  has  stood  for  the  last 
'  six  years,  a  free  and  independent  Repub- 
;  lie — a    bright    gem    set    upon    the   dark 
'  ground  of  a  vast  continent — with  some  two 
hundred  thousand  citizens — exercising  an 
undisputed    dominion    over    some   seven 

II  hundred  miles  of  sea-coast,  extending  a 
considerable  distance  interior — under  a  re- 
publican form    of    government — with     a 

!  written  constitution  similar  in  many  res- 
pects to  our  own  ;  the  first  and    the    only 

j  free  government  upon  the  continent  of  Af- 

j  rica. 

1      Thus  situated,  she  asks,  with  all  dignity 

j  and  respect,  a  recognition  at  the  hands  of 
the  United  States  Government.  She  ac- 
knowledges with  gratitude  lierobligations  to 
the  benevolent  regards  of  our  citizens, 
through  whom  she  obtained  a  fair  field 
for  self-exertion,  in  which  she  might  de- 
velop her  own  native  powers.  She  is  ready- 
to  extend  to  us  all  the  advantages  of  trade 
which  she  can  legally  bestow.  To  secure 
these  advantages,  we  must  put  ourselves 
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in  a  rifht  position  ; — we  must  form  com- 
mercial relations  with  lier  ;  we  must  pro- 
tect our  commerce  on  that  coast,  and  find 
a  market  there  for  some  of  our  staple  pro- 
ductions and  many  of  our  manufactures. 
In  order  to  achieve  this  important  result, 
the  first  step  is  to  acknowledge  ihs  nation- 
ality of  Liberia  and  extend  to  her  our  oifi- 
cial  approbation. 

It  is  not  as  a  mere  matter  of  form,  for 
self-gratulation,  or  from  a  vain  conceit, 
that  Liberia  desires  thus  to  be  recognized. 
The  moral  eTect  of  such  recognition  would 
be  of  immense  advantage  to  her.  The 
public  expression  of  our  approbation  of 
her  endeavor  to  maintain  a  republican  gov- 
ernment in  Africa,  of  our  confidence  in  her 
strength  and  our  faith  in  her  ability  to  do 
it,  v.'ould  greatly  benefit  her  in  all  her  com- 
mercial and  national  relations,  it  would 
more  than  any  thing  else  operate  upon  the 
free  colored  people  in  our  country,  and  in- 
duce them  to  seek  there  a  home  and  a  na- 
tionality for  themselves  and  their  children. 
Let  them  know  by  this  act  of  our  govern- 
ment that  the  country,  to  which  we  desire 
them  to  emigrate,  has  an  honorable  name 
and  an  acknowledged  place  among  the 
most  favored  nations,  that  the  institutions 
of  that  country  are  respected  by  the  great 
powers  of  the  earth — that  its  welfare  is 
desired— that  its  commerce  is  valuable  and 
sought  after — that  its  productions  are  rich 
and  abundant — that  money  may  be  made 
there  and  fortunes  accumulated — and  social 
and  public  position  be  honorably  ob- 
tained— then  will  they  begin  to  appreciate 
their  true  interest ;  and  so  sure  as  the 
magnet  turns  to  the  pole,  will  ihey  turn 
their  faces  to  that  land  of  promise !  Then 
■will  brighterprospectsand  broader  prosper- 
ity open  before  Liberia.  Then  will  she 
gain  new  strength  of  head  and  heart,  and 
of  all  the  means  and  appliances  of  civiliza- 
tion and  Christianity,  which  will  enable  her 


to  strike  forward  in  the  career  of  splendid 
achievement  to  which  she  is  consecrated! 
We  would  therefore  call  upon  all  who 
love  and  long  ft)r  the  spread  of  civilization 
and  the  triumph  of  Christianity — and  who 
study  the  peace  and  seek  the  enlarged 
prosperity  of  our  own  beloved  country,  to 
open  their  eyes  and  behold  theindicationsof 
Providence,  and  extend  to  this  enterprise  a 
helping  hand,  and  all  necessary  practical 
co-operation  ! 

The  present  resources  of  the  Society  are 
entirely  inadequate  to  the  work  on  hand. 
The  time  has  now  arrived,  when  extensive 
improvements  must  be  made,  for  the  more 
I  comfortable  accommodation  of  our  newly 
arrived  emigrants  in  Liberia.  Our  present 
house-room  for  them  for  the  six  months  of 
their  acclimation  is  insufficient.  When 
we  sent  but  four  or  five  hundred  a  year,  it 
was  adequate — but  now  when  we  are  urged 
to  send  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred,  it 
is  not. 

To  accommodate  the  increasing  numbers 
who  desire  to  emigrate,  enlarged  resources 
and  increased  facilities  are  demanded. 
The  present  high  price  of  provisions,  is  a 
strong  argument  in  favor  of  making  quick 
voyages.  But  with  the  best  of  sailing 
vessels  we  cannot  reasonably  calculate 
upon  landing  our  emigrants  in  Liberia  in 
less  than  thirty-five  days,  as  an  average. 
Why  then  should  not  one  vigorous  effort 
be  made  to  place  at  the  control  of  the  So- 
ciety a  first  class  steamer,  built  for  the  pur- 
pose, capable  of  carrying  both  freight  and 
emigrants  and  of  making  four  voyages  a 
year?  The  establishment  of  such  aline 
of  communication  with  Liberia  would 
mark  an  era  in  the  history  of  colonization, 
and  would  cause  such  a  tide  of  emigration, 
as  would  astonish  the  world.  Can  such  a 
line  be  established?  This  is  a  grand  and 
practical  question.  We  believe  that  it 
can,  and  that  the  time  ivill  shortly  come, 
if  it  is  not  already  at  hand,  when  it  must 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 


13 


Pians  suggested  for  steamship  communication  with  Liberia. 


be.  Our  plan  of  operations  is  very  simple, 
and  we  believe  entirely  legitimate.  Let 
the  United  States  Government  give  to  this 
Society  a  mail  conlract,  to  carry  the  mail 
four  times  a  year  from  the  United  States  to 
Liberia  and  back  again,  on  the  same  gen- 
erous terms  which  are  allowed  for  carrying 
it  to  other  parts  of  the  world!  Then  by 
one  grand  effort  among  the  wealthy  and 
devoted  friends  of  colonization  all  over  the 
country,  we  cin  raise  the  means  to  build 
and  equip  a  steamship,  suited  in  all  and 
every  respect  for  this  peculiar  service. 

Apart  from  this,  we  can  see  but  one 
other  plan  which  is  feasible.  That  is,  for 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  be  authorized 
to  detail  a  Government  Steamer  for  this 
service,  and  let  her  make  four  voyages  a 
year,  carrying  the  United  States  mail,  and 
affording  room  for  such  emigrants  as  the 
Society  may  desire  to  send  to  Liberia  ; 
the  Society  to  find  them  on  the  passage,  so 
that  the  Government  would  incur  no  other 
expense  than  is  necessary  to  keep  the  ves- 
sel afloat,  in  any  oth.er  service  ! 

If  one  of  these  plans  were  adopted, 
most  of  the  State  governments,  which 
have  not  already  done  it,  would  soon 
make  appropriations  sufficient  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  colonising  their  own  free 
colored  population.  Then  would  the 
work  move  onward  in  a  manner  somewhat 
correspondent  with  its  magnitude! 

But  aside  from  these  two  schemes,  we  are 
unable  to  discover  any  means,  at  piesent, 
of  establishing  a  regular  steamship  com- 
munication. Private  enterprise  was  inad- 
equate to  establish  the  first  line  of  British 
steamers  to  Africa,  without  some  aid  from 
government.  The  same  difficulty  was 
felt  in  opening  all  the  lines  of  steamships 
which  are  now  extending  our  commerce 
and  spreading  the  glory  of  the  country 
over  every  sea !  The  aid  and  encourage- 
ment of  the  goverimient  set  them  afloat. — 
If  this  same  assistance  is  to  be  granted  to 


anybody   to   enable  them  to  open  steam 
communication  with  Africa,  it  seems  but 
right  and  fair  that   it  should   be  granted 
to  this  Society,  in  preference  to  any  private 
individual    or    incorporated    company.' — 
This  Society  has  labored  long  and  faithful- 
ly to  plant  the  foundations  of  government 
and  sow  the  seeds  of  commerce  on  that 
coast.     With  what  success  she  has  labored 
let  facts  and  a  candid  world  decide.     If 
by  her  efforts  in  this   direction   she  has 
brought  honor  and  advantage  to  the  nation; 
if  she  has  opened  new  sources  of  wealth 
to  our  citizens,  and  new  fields  for  the  ex- 
tension   and   increase   of  American   com- 
merce, then  surely  she  is  entitled  to  any  col- 
lateral advantages  which  it  may  be  in  the 
power  of  our  government  to  bestow,  while 
prosecuting  her  own  legitimate  enterpriaea 
in  that  direction.     If  any  advantage  ia  to 
accrue  to  anybody  for  carrying  the  United 
States  mails  to  Liberia,  this  Society  is  by 
all  fair   and  honorable  considerations  en- 
titled to  it,  to  enable  it  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  colonization  with  increased  vigor. 
Here  then  for  the  present  we  leave  the 
subject.     And  here  we  are  content  to  leave 
it.     It  is  possible  we  are  too  sanguine  in 
our  hopes  in  respect  to  the  aid  and  en- 
couragement  expected  from  our  Govern- 
ment.    It  may  be,  that  we  shall  still  be 
called  upon  to  labor  and  struggle  on  in  the 
same  quiet,  unpretending  way  to  which 
we  have  become  so  accustomed.     In  that 
case,  we  shall  not  despond,  but  the  rather 
thank   God,  and   take  courage.     Ethiopia 
shall  yet  be  glorious  in  prosperity  and  her 
sons  and  her  daughters  hajipy  and  inde- 
pendent.    On    those   fertile  plains,    along 
those    gentle    streams,    and  among    those 
golden  sands,  the  children  of  Africa  shall 
yet  stand  up  disenthralled  and  christianized, 
and   sing  their    christian    jubilee!    Then 
shall  it  be  seen    that  our  labor  has   not 
been  in  vain — that  our  patience  and  per- 
severance have  met  their  large  reward. 
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.Meeting  of  the  Society. — Election  of  Officers. — Vice  Presidents. 


Proceedings  at  the  37th  Annirersa 

The    Amerifiin    Colonization    Society 
met   according  to  atljouriinient,  Tuesday  j      g 
evening,    the    17th   Junuiuy,    1854,    at  7  '       7. 
o'clock,  in  Tiiiiity  Cliurcli,  Washington  ' 
City.  ; 

J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq.,  President,  pre-         9- 
sided. 

Rev.  Dr.  L.  P.   \V.  Raich,  opened  the 
meeting  with  j>rnyer. 

An  abstract  of  the  Annual  Report  was 
read  by  the  Secretary. 

Addresses  were  delivered  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society,  and  the  Hon.  James 
M.  Wayne  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court ;  after  which,  the  Society  adjourned  jj    15. 
to   meet   in  the   Colonization   Rooms  to   ' 


morrow,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Colonization  Roo.ms, 

January  18,  1854. 
Tlie  Society  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment.    The  President  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  tiie  last  meeting  were 
read. 

The  Annual  Report  was  presented  by 
the  Secretary,  and  was  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

JoH.v  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq.,  was  unan- 
imously re-elected  President  of  the  Society. 
Rev.  Messrs.  Ma<.lean,  Pinney,  Finley, 
and  Pease  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  nominate  Vice  Presidents.     After  con- 
sultation they  reported  the  following  gen- 
tlemen, who  were  duly  elected,  viz  : 
Vice  Presidents. 
{Fust  elected  in  1819.) 

1.  Gen.  John  II.  Cocke,  of  Virginia. 

(rirst  eledid   in  1803.) 

2.  Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  of  Va. 

3.  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.  of  Conn. 

(First  elected  in  1830.) 

4.  Hon.  Theo.  Frelinghuyeen,  of  N.  J. 

(First  elected  in  1832.) 

5.  Hon.  Louis  McLean,  of  Maryland. 


10. 
11. 


P2. 
13. 

14. 


22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 


26. 
27. 

28. 
29. 


30. 


31. 
32. 
33. 


34. 
35. 

36. 


37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 


ry  Meeting  of  the  A,  C.  S. 

(First  elected  in  1833.) 
iMoses  Allen,  Esq.,  of  New  York. 
Gen.  Walter  Jones,  of  Dis.  of  Col. 
Joseph  Gales,  Esq.,  do 

(First  elected  in  1834.) 

Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  Meade,  D.  D.  of  Va. 

(First  elected  in  1835.) 

Rev.    James    0.    Andrew,    D.    D., 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 

William  JMaxwell,  Esq.  of  Virginia. 

(First  elected  in  1836.) 

Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio, 
Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  of  New  York. 
Stephen  Duncan,  M.  D.,  of  Miss. 

(First  elected  in  1838.) 
Hon.  William  C.  Rives,  of  Virginia, 
Rev.  William  Winans,  D.  D.  of  Miss. 
James  Boortnun,  Esq.,  of  N.  Y. 
Henry  A.  Foster,  Esq.,  of  do. 
Robert  Campbell,  Esq  ,  of  Georgia. 
Hon.  Peter  D.  Vroom,  of  N.  J. 
Hon.  James  Garland,  of  Virginia. 

(First  elected  in  1840.) 

Hon.  Willard  Hall,  of  Delaware. 
Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Otey,  of  Tenn. 
Gerard  Ralston,  Esq.,  of  Eni^land. 
Rev. C.  Van  Rensselaer,  D.  D.  of  N.  J. 
(First  elected  in  1841.) 

Thomas  Ilodgkin,  M.D.  of  England. 
Rev.  E.  Burgess,  D.  D.,  of  Mass. 
Thomas  R.  Hazard,  Esq.,  of  R.  1. 
Thomas  Massie,  M.  D.,  of  Va. 

(First  elected  in  1842.) 

Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  U.  S.  A. 

(First  elected  in  1843.) 

Hon.  L.Q,.C.  Elmer,  of  New  Jersey. 

James  Raily,  Esq. ,  of  Miss. 

Rev.  G.  W:  Bethune,  D.  D.  of  N.  Y. 

(First  elected  in  1844.) 

Elliot  Cresson,  Esq.,  of  Penn. 
Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  D.  D.  of  Mass. 
Rev.  Beverly  Waugh,  D.  D.,  Bishop 
of  the  Meth.  Epis.  Church. 

(First  elected  in  1845.) 

Rev.  W.  B.  Johnson,  D.  D.  of  S.  C. 
Moses  Sheppard,  E.sq.,  of  Md. 
Rt.  Rev.  C.  P.  Mcllvaiiie,  D.  D.  ofO. 
Rev.  J.  T.  Edgar,  D.  D.,  of  Tenn. 
Rev.  P.  Lindsley,  D.  D.,  of  Ind. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Underwood,  of  Ky. 
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(First  elected  in  1847.) 

43.  Rev,  J.  J.  Janeway,  D.  D  ,  of  N.  J. 

44.  Hon.  H.  L.  Lumpkin,  of  Geo. 

45.  James  Lenox,  Esq.,  of  N.  Y. 

(First  elected  in  1848.) 

46.  Rev.  Joshua  Soule,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of 

the  M.  E.  Oiurch,  South. 

47.  Rev.  T.  C.  Uphani,  D.  D  ,  of  Maine. 

48.  Hon.  Thomas  Corwiii,  of  Ohio. 

49.  Hon.Thos.  W.  Williams,  of  Conn. 

(First  elected  in  1849.) 

50.  Rev.  John  Early,  D.  D.  of  Virginia, 

51.  Rev,  Lovick  Pierce  D.  D.,  of  Ga. 

52.  Hon.  R.  J.  Walker,  of  Miss. 

(Rrsl  elected  in  1850.) 

53.  Samuel  Gurney,  Esq.,  of  England. 

54.  Charles  McMicken,  Esq.,  of  Ohio. 

55.  John  Bell,  M,  D.,  of  Penn. 

(First  elected  in  1S51.) 

56.  Hon.  Charles  M.  Conrad,  of  La. 

57.  Rev.  Robert  Ryland,  of  Va. 

58.  Hon.  Fred.  P.  Stanton,  of  Tenn. 

(First  elected  in  1852.) 

59.  Rev.  Nathan  Bangs,  D.  D.,  of  N.  Y. 
GO.  John  Beveridge,  Esq.  do. 

61.  Hon.  James  M.  Wayne,  of  Georgia.  ! 

62.  Hon.  Robert  F.  Stockton,  of  N.  J.     i 

63.  Hon.  Henry  W.  Collier,  of  Ala.      '  I 

(First  elected  in  1853.) 

64.  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  of  Mass. 

65.  Hoa.  Washington  Hunt,  of  N.  Y.     ! 

66.  Hon.  Horatio  S.  Seymour,       do        { 

67.  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Wright,  of  Ind.        i 

68.  Hon.  Joseph  C.Hornblower,  of  N.  J.  I 

69.  Hon.  George  F.  Fort,  ofNew  Jersey^  i 

70.  Gen.  John  S.  Dorsey,  do 

71.  Hon.  Ralph  J.  Ingersoll,  of  Conn.      | 

72.  Benjamin  Silliman,  LL.  D.         do. 

73.  Hon.  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  of  Penn. 

74.  Hon.  Edward  Coles.  do. 

75.  Rev.  Howard  Mulcoin,  D.  D.,  do. 
7G.  Rev.  J.  P.  Durbin,  D    D.,         do. 

77.  Edward  McGehee,  Esq.,  of  Miss. 

78.  Thoma«  Henderson,  Esq.,      do 

79.  Daniel  Turnbull,  Esq.,  o"f  La. 

80.  Hon.  Thos.  H.  Seymour,  of  Conn. 

81.  Hon.  Samuel  F.  Vinton,  of  Ohio. 

(First  elected  iii  1834.) 

82.  Rev.  0.  C    Baker,  of  N.  H.,  Bishop 

of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

83.  Hon.  William  Appleton,  of  Mass. 

84.  Hon.  Abbot  Lawience,  of        do. 
■65.  Rev.  E.  S.  Janes,  D.  D.,  of  N.  Y., 

Eiehop  of  the  M,  E.  Church, 


86.  Rev.  Matthew   Simpson,  D.  D.,  of 

Pa.,  Bishop  of  the  M,   E.  Church. 

87.  Rev.    Levi   Scott,    D.    D.,  of    Dsl., 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

88.  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  of  Dist.  of  Col. 

89.  E.    R.    Alberti,    E.sq.,    of   Florida. 

90.  Judge  Ormond,  of  Alabama. 

91.  Rev.  W.  T.  Hamilton,  D.  D.,of  do. 

92.  Hon.  Daniel  Chandler,  of  do. 

93.  Rev.  Robert  Paine,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of 

the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 
94    Hon.  J.  J.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky. 

95.  Rev.  R.J.  Breckenridge,  D.  D.  of  do 

96.  Solomon  Sturges,  Esq.,  of  Ohio. 

97.  Rev.  T,  A,  Morris,  D.  D.,    of  do., 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

98.  Henry  Stoddard,  Esq.,  of  do. 

99.  Rev.  E.  R.  Ames,   D.   D.,    of  ind.. 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
'■  100.  Hon.  S.  A.  Douglass,  of  111. 
'  101.  Rev,  .Tas.  C.  Finley,  of     do, 
"  102.  Hon.  Edward  Bates,  of  Mo, 

103.  Hon.  J.  B.  Miller,  of       do. 

104.  Hon.  W   F,  Darby,  of  do. 

105.  Rev.  N.  L.  Rice,  D.  D.,  of  do. 

106.  Hon.  H.  S.  Foote,  of  Cal. 
j  107.  Hon.  J.  B.  Crockett,  of  do. 

!  The  secretary  read  the  following  letter 
I  from  the  Hon.  William  Appleton,  viz  : 

i  Washington,  January  18,  1854. 

j  Dear  Sir  : 

[      In  the  anniversary  report  of  the  Society, 

j  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Bell  of  Nashville  had 
sent  thirty-eight  of  his  .servants  to  Liberia, 
that  he  lias  a  large  number,  some  of  which 
he  would  like  to  send,  (about  eighty.)  He 
proposes  giving  them  an  outfit,  paying 
their  expenses  to  the  place  of  embarkation, 
and  half  the  expenses  to  transport  them  to 
Africa.  You  say  the  Society  is  desirou.=i 
of  obtaining  twenty-four  hundred  dollars 
to  carry  out  his  benevolent  intentions.  I 
shall  have  pleasure  in  furnishing  the  sum 
named,  to  effect  the  object. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Wm  Appleton. 

To  the  Secr'ij  of  the  .int.  Col.  Soc. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society 
are  due  to  the  Hon.  William  Appleton  fur 
the  timely  aid  which  he  has  afforded  to 
enable  the  Society  to  meet  the  obligation 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  generous  ofTer 
of  Mr.  Bell  in  regard  to  the  servants 
refered  to  in  Mr.  Appleton's  note. 

Rev.  Mr.  Brooks  ofiered  the  following 
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resolution,  wliich  was  rd'erred  to  the  Board 
of  Directors,  viz  : 

Resolvtd,    Tlinl  it  he  sii»£ested    to    the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  takiii:^  such  steps  as  may   be  deemed  j   January,  1855,  at  7  o'clock,  p.  m. 
expedient  to  engage  the  co-operation  of  tlie 


Governments  and  of  the  philanthropists  of 
Christian  Europe  in  the  colonization  and 
christianization  of  Africa,  through  the 
agency  of  Liberia. 

Adjourned  to  meet  the  third  Tuesday  of 


Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors- 

Colonization-  Rooms,  !  meet   the    Board   in  consequence  of  sick- 

Jf'ashinglon,  Jan.  17,  1854.         I  ness.     Mr.    Disosway  apologized   for  the 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  :!  absence  of  James  Boonnan,  Esq.,  delegate 

Colonization    Society  met    January  17th,     elect  and  Life    Director  from  New  York. 

1854,  at  13  M.  '      The  letter  of  Mr.   Sturges  was  ordered 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Peters  of  |'  to  be  placed  on  the  minutes. 
Mass.,  on   motion,   the   Rev.  John  Mac-  Zanesville,  Ohio, 

lean,    D.  D.,   of  Princeton,   N.    J.,   was  i'  December  26,  1853. 

appointed  Chairman, and  Dr.  D.  Meredith  '  ,    ^'^^  ^^^^   ^'R  —^  had   hoped   to  have 

'  ^  -IT    ,     o.  1        been  able  to  have  attended  the  meeting  ol 

Reese  of   ISew    ^ oik.  Secretary    to    the     ji,.  Colonization   Society,  in  Washington, 

Board.  '.  in  Janua)-y,  but  leave  home  in  a  day  or  two 

Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  '  l''^'-    lUinois   and    Michigan,  and   shall  not 

.       ,       '  return  in  lime  to  do  so. 
iindRev.  J.  M.   Pease,  were  appomted    a;       j  am  anxious  thot  a  settlement  should  be 

formed  in  Liberia,  more  in  the  "  Interior' 
where  the  countrybecomes/jigA  and  rolling 
the  streams   brisk  and  the   water  pure.     1 


have  strong  impressions,  that  if  our  emi- 
grant.-? could  be  transported  to  Liberia  in 
well-ventilated  steamships  ;  landed  before 
they  become  reduced  by  long  voyage  and 
sen  sickness,  and  taken  at  once  from  the 
coast,  on  to  the  high,  healthy  lands  of  tlu 
Interior,  they  would  mostly  escape  what 
you  call  the  "  Acclin^ting  Fever"  of  tlie- 


Committee  on  credentials. 

Rev.  VV.  McLain,  Secretary  of  the  Soci- 
ety, read  the  minutes  of  tlie  last  meeting 
of  the  Board,  which,  after  verbal  amend- 
ment, were  approved. 

The  Committee  on  credentials  asked  for 
instructions  from  the  board  as  to  the  Gra- 
ham legacy  of  *.5,C00  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury from  New  York,  for  iha   purposes  of    country 
education   in   Liberia.     On    motion,   they         I  do  not  think  we  need,  at   this  time,  a 
,    .  •       .1  •  Line,   or  more     than   one    steamship,    to 

were  instructed    to  recognise   this   sum  as     ^^^^^.^^   ^^^^  emigrants.     If  we   ask  Con- 

an   additional    basis  of  representation  for,  gress  for  that  oniy,  hoic,  they  will  grant  it 

the  New  Y.-rk  State  Colonization  Society,  ';  1  propose  that  you  get  some  friend  in  that 

,     ,  ,  ,  ,        ,     '■  bodv  to   offer  a  resolution,  directing   the 

over  and  above  the   f-um  reported  by  the  :  Seci'etary  of  the   Navy  to   designate  such 

Recording  Secretary  as  such  basis.  ';  steamship  from  our  navy  as  he  shall  deem 

iMessrs.   Disosway  and   Davidson   were  '  best  adapted  for  the   purpose,  and  used  in 

.,.,..  ,  conveying  colored  emigrants  from  Norfolk 

appointed  the  Auditing  rominiltee.  •„  vi,gi„ia,to  Liberia,asZo..-  as  such  vessel 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society  read  letters     can  be  spared  from  the  public  service,  and 

from    Hon.    Millard    Fillmore   and  A.  G.     "''^''sr  such  "  general  regulations,"  as  the 

_,,    ,       „         r -NT       17     1  ..•        u   •       Secretary  of  the    Navy  s/iai/  adopt,  to  pro- 

Phelps,  Esq.  of  New  York,  regretting  their     ^^^^^  ^^e  object  in  view. 

unavoidable   absence  from    the    meeting  ;         I  am  also  strongly  impressed    with  the 
also  from  Solomon  Sturges,  Esq.,  of  Ohio;     opinion,  that  the  sooner  President  Roberts 

.  acquires  more   territory  in  the  interior,  in  a 

and  one  from  the  flon.  Ehsha  Whittlesey,     j^ealihy  region  and   adjoining  our   present 
the  last  named  gentleman,  being  unable  to  1  territory,  the  beltsr.    I  am  sure  the  frienda 
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of  Africa  will  promptly  furnish  any  rea- 
sonable sum  that  may  be  required  for  that 
object.  ]  want  money  very  much,  just 
now,  but  I  will  spare  a  thousand  d'lllars, 
at  short  notice,  for  that  purpose,  as  lam 
anxious  to  see  the  Millenium  dawning  in 
AfVica,  and  on  its  outcast  sons  and  daugh- 
ters in  this  country,  before  I  die.  I  shall 
always  be  glad  to  hear  from  you. 

With  respect  and  esteem,  yours,  &.c. 
Solomon   Sturges. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Disosway,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  a  minute  for  the  records  on  the 
death  of  Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esq  ,  late  a 
Vice  President,  and  Life  Director  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society. 

Mr.  Disosway  and  Rev.  Dr.  Wheeler 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society  read  an 
abstract  of  the  Annual  Report,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  read  at  the  aimiversary 
meeting  of  the  Society  to-night. 

The  Statement  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee was  read  ;  when,  onmotion  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Tracy,  it  was  referred  to  a  committee 
of  five,  to  consider  and  rejiort  thereon. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  Rev.  Dr.  Balch,  and 
Messrs.  Stoddard,  Ward,  and  Foulke 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

.The  committee  on  credentials  reported 
the  following  Delegates  from  State  Socie- 
ties. 

Vermont  Colonization  Society.— F,.ev.  John 
Wheeler,  D.  D.,*  Rev.  William  Mitchell,* 
Gen.  William  Nash,  Rev.  F.  B.  Wheeler,* 
N.  B.  Haswell,  Esq.,  Henry  Stevens, 
Esq.,  Hon.  James  Meacham,  Hon.  S. 
Foote,  Hon.  Alva  Sabin.* 

Massachusetts  Colonization  Societij--llon. 
Edward  Everett,  Hon  William  Appleton,*  ! 
Hon.   J.    Wiley   Edmands,*  Hon.  S.  H. 
Walley,*    Rev.  Absalom    Peters,  D.    D* 
Rev.    Charles  Brooks,*  Rev.  Joseph  Tra-  j 
cy.*  ' 

Connecticut  Colonization  Society. — Hon,  j 
Truman  Smith;*  Hon.  0.  S.  Seymour,*  ! 
James  Brewster,  Esq.,*    H.  H.  Barbour,  j 


Esq.,  W.  S.  Charnley,  Esq.,  Frederick 
Croswell,  Esq.,  Augustus  Mead,  Esq.,. 
Rev.  Mark  Tucker,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Thomas 
C.  Clarke,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Walter  Clarke,  D. 
D.,  Rev.  J.  N.  Murdock,  Rev.  John  Or- 
cutt,*  Hon.  John  A.  Piockwell.' 

A'etr  York  State  Colonization  Society. — 
Hon.  D,  S.  Gregory,  A.  G.  Phelps,  Esq., 
G.  P.  Disosway,  Esq.,*  D.  M.  Reese,  M. 
D.,*  Francis  Hall,  Esq.,  J.  C.  Devereux, 
Esq.,*  Hon.  L.  B.  Ward,*  H.  M.  Schieffe- 
lin,  Esq.,*  James  Boorman,  Esq.,  Smith 
Bloomfield,  E.sq.,*J.  G.  Goble,M.  D.,*  J. 
P.  Jackson,  Esq.* 

JVeiw  Jersey   Colonization  Society. — John 
R.  David.son,  Esq  ,*  L.  A.  Smith,  M.  D.' 
Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society. — Rev. 
J.  M.  Pease,*  Rev.  W.  B.  Stevens,  D.  D., 
Rev.  A.    B.  auay,*  Rev.    John    Miller,* 
Rev.  L.  P.  W.  Balch,  D.  D.,*  William  P. 
Foulke,  Esq.,*  W.  H.  Allen,  Esq.,*  Wil- 
liam Coppinger,  Esq.* 
ji      Virginia    Colonization  Society. — Rev,  P. 
|i  Slaughter,  Rev.  W.  H.  Starr,*  Rev,  Geo. 
I  W;  Leyburii,    Hon.  J.    S.   Caskie,  Hon. 
[  C,  J,    Faulkner,  Hon.  John  Letcher,  Ed- 
I  gar   Snowden,  Esq.,  Rev.  Dr.    Sparrow,* 
Rev.  J.  B.  Jeter,  Rev.  J.  H.  Davis,*  Rev. 
M.  D.  Hoge,  Rev,  George  D.    Cummins, 
S.  S.    Baxter,  Esq.,*  W,  H.   McFarland, 
Esq.,  Tazewell  Taylor,  Esq.,  Philip  Wil- 
liams, Esq.,  John  Howard,  Esq.,  Wynd- 
ham  Robertson,  Esq.,  D'Arcy  Paul,  Esq., 
R.  B.  Boiling,  Esq. 

Indiana  Col.  Soc. — Hon.  J.  A.  Wright, 
Hon.  J.  G.  Davis,*  Hon.  T.  A.  Hen- 
dricks,* Rev,  James  Mitchell,*  Hon. 
Judge  Elliott,  Hon.  Isaac  Blackford. 

Illinois  Col.  Soc. — Hon.  S.  A,  Doug- 
lass. 

Life  Directors  present. — Hon.  Thomas 
W,  Williams,  of  Conn.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Fin- 
ney, of  N.  Y.,  Rev.  John  Maclean,  D. 
D.,  and  Rev.  R.  S.  Finley,  ofN.  J.,  Jamea 
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■  Those  marked  tlius  (*)  were  present. 
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The  President  of  the  Society  called  to  preside — Report  of  Rev.  J.  Mitchell. 


Hall,  M.  D.  of  Md.,Rev.  W.  McLiiin.of 
D    C,  Henry  Sioddartl,  Esq.  of  Oliio. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Peters,  the  rule 
was  fuspeiided,  and  ihe  present  paymer.ls 
from  New  Jersey  and  Illinois  were  inclu-  1 
ded   as   a   liasis    of   re|)reserilation   at  the 
present  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foiiike,  it  was 

ResoUed,  That  tlie  secretary  furnish,  as 
aoon  as  practicable,  to  the  Committee  on 
the  statement  of  the  Executive  Committee 
an  exhibit  of  the  gross  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  each  agent  of  the  Society. 

Adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  at  9 
o'clock,  a.  m. 

January  ISlh. 

The  Hoard  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment.    Rev.  Dr.  Maclean  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  session  were 
read,  corrected,  and  approved. 

The  Chairman  suggested  to  the  Board 
the  following  preamble  and  resolutions, 
viz: 

Whereas,  the  Constitution  provides  that 
fhe  President  of  the  Society  shall  perform 
the  duties  appropriate  to  iiis  office  ;  and 
whereas,  for  special  p='r.«onal  reasons  the 
President  has  not  heret'itore  usually  pre- 
sided at  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors ;  and  whereas,  it  is  deemed  expe- 
dient at  this  time  to  express  the  opinion 
of  the  Board  upon  this  subject  ;  therefore 

Rtsolvid,  Tliat  this  lioard  consider  a.s 
compn.sed  in  the  appropriate  duties  of  the 
office  of  President,  the  presidi>ir,  when 
present,  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

The  foregoing  preamble  aad  resolution 
were  adop'ed,  and  oidered  to  be  sent  to  the 
President. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Disosway,  it  was 

Resolred,  That  to  express  our  high  re- 
gards for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Cabinet,  and  to  show  how 
greatly  we  value  their  cuuiitenance  of  the 
operations  and  objects  of  tlie  American 
Colonization  Society,  a  committee  of  three 
be  apfiointed  to  make  the  proper  arrange- 
ments for  an  interview. 

Messrs.  Whittlesey,  Latrobe,  and  Diso- 
sway were  appointed  said  comiiiiltee. 


I      At  10  o'clock  the  Board  took  a  recess, 

I  for  the  mee'ing  of  the  Society. 

!  After  the  meeting  of  the  Society,  the 
Board  of  Directors  were  called  to  order. 
President  Latrobe  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Fouike  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Pennsylvania  Colonization  Socie- 
ty, respecting  the  naming  of  the  town  near 
Bassa  Cove,  in  Grand  Bassa  County, 
Republic  of  Liberia,  which  wa.s  read  ;  and 
on  motion  of  Rev.  Mr  Tracy,  was  ordered 
to  be  placed  in  the  archives  of  the  Society, 
in  conformity  with  the  request  contained 
therein. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society  read  the 

;  Report  of  Rev.  J.  Mitchell,  General  Agent 
for  the  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Mich- 
igan, Wisconsin,  and  Iowa,  which  is  a.« 
follows  : 

To  the  Board  of  Direclcrs 

of  the  .4m.  Col.  Society. 

We  would  respectfully  .submit  the  fol- 
lowing brief  view  of  our  doings  in  ihe 
North  West,  for  the  fiaction  of  the  year 
during  which  we  have  been  acting  under 
the  commission  of  this  Board. 

At  our  last  annual  meeting,  the  work  in 
the  State  of  Indiana  was  planned,  but  not 
legally  organized  owing  to  the  unpublish- 
ed s?late  of  the  law  of  organization — since 
then  that  law  has  gone  into  force,  and  i:i 
addition  another  has  been  enacted,  provi- 
ding for  additional  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  (^10,000)  ten  thousand  dollars, 
and  [iroviiling  for  the  office  of  Secretary 
for  the  Stale  Board  of  Colonization.  For 
further  particulars  in  regard  to  the  work 
in  Indiana  we  refer  you  to  our  first  report, 
•  under  the  new  organization,  a  copy  of 
)l  which  we  herewith  submit. 
I  Tlie  State  ot  Illinois  has  received  a  por- 
tion of  our  attention  and  lime,  and  we  may 
venture  to  express  the  hope  that  our  labor 
has  not  been  in  vaiti.  We  re-organized 
the  old  State  Society  at  Springfield,  in  the 

month  of since  which   we  have 

paid  that  State  two  other  visits,  making  it 
'  a  point  to  present  our  cause  in  the  most 
':  iniluential  centers,  where  we  have  been 
j|  cordially  received,  and  our  call  for  material 
I  aid  responded  to. — The  collections  from 
I  that  State  amount  to  the. sum  of  §249.25. 
I       The  prospect  for  state  aid  ia  good,  and 
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we  have  received  pledges  from  several  of 
the  influential  statesmen  of  Illinois  that 
their  State  will  in  a  short  time  take  her 
place  among  the  contributing  States. 

AVe  have  likewise  visited  the  Slates  of 
Wisconsin  and  Michigan,  and  in  each  or- 
ganized a  State  Society,  the  organization 
of  the  first  named  being  the  most  perfect 
and  vigorous,  it  comprehends  some  of  the 
ruling  minds  of  Wisconsin.  In  regard  to 
this  organization,  its  Secretary,  the  Rev.  C. 
Lord,  of  Madison,  thus  writes  in  a  letter 
of  November  23d,  "  1  am  confident  that 
'*  our  Board  will  draw  to  it  by  degrees 
"  many  of  the  real  friends  of  the  Slave, 
"  and  it  m  \y  yet  appeal'  that  the  very  first 
«' thing  done  in  Wisconsin,  of  real  value 
*'  to  the  poor  black,  was  done  through  its 
*' agency." 

We  suppose  he  refers  to  our  system  of 
circularization  in  that  State,  and  our  me- 
morial to  the  existing  administration. 

We  m.ade  no  collections  in  either  of 
those  States  on  those  our  first  visits,  con- 
sidering it  impolitic  to  attempt  to  reap  a 
fi^ld  where  nothing  has  been  planted. — 
However,  we  hope  in  future  to  be  able  to 
give  a  good  financial  account  of  those 
States. 

It  is  our  design  to  visit  the  State  of 
lovv-a  as  soon  as  possible,  and  effect  if  pos- 
sible a  State  organization  therein. 

Oil  the  v/hole  we  have  al:)undant  reason 
to  thank  Providence  for  the  success  of  our 
enterprise  in  that  distant  field  ;  and  the 
past  emboldens  us  to  look  forward  to  the 
future  with  confidence,  and  a  strong  ex- 
pectat'on  of  greater  success. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.   MtTCHELL. 

Washskcton, 

January  11  th,  1854. 

The  Auditing  Committee  reported  that 
they  had  examined  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
count, and  found  the  same  correct.  (See 
the  exhibit,  page  43.) 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Society  was 
referred  to  a  Committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Orcutt,  Williams,  and   Allen. 

Mr.  Poulke  olTered  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  adopted,  viz  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  of  which  the 
President  shall  be  Chairman,  to  take  such 
steps  as  they  shall  deem  expedient  for  ob- 
taining a  recognition  of  the  Republic  of 
Liberia  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States, 


2.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  to  take  s\)ch 
steps  as  they  shall  deem  expedient  for  ob- 
taining from  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  aid  towards  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  a  mail  line  of  steamers 
from  the  United  States  to  Liberia. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  to  take  such 
steps  as  they  shall  deem  expedient  for  ob- 
taining a  completion  of  an  exploration  by 
the  government  of  the  United  Stales  of  the 
country  lying  east  of  Liberia  in  Africa. 

Messrs.  Schieffelin,  Hall,  and  Williams 
were  appointed  the  Committee  on  the 
second  resolution  ;  and  jMessrs.  Foulke, 
Whittlesey  and  McLain  were  appointed  the 
Committee  on  the  thh-d  resolution. 

Mr.  Foulke  offered  tlie  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  adopted,  viz  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  procure  the  publica- 
tion for  the  Society  of  as  many  copies  as 
they  shall  deem  expedient  of  the  report  of 
Commander  Lynch  of  his  recent  recon- 
noissance  of  Western  Africa. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee are  instructed  to  continue  to  take 
such  proper  steps  as  may  be  practicable 
towards  obtaining  such  an  adjustment  of  the 
tariff"  of  the  United  States  as  shall  be  most 
favoral)!e  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  with  Liberia. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a  Comm.ittee  of  five 
be  appointed  to  report  to  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  a  mode  in  whicii  the 
representation  of  the  State  Societies  shall 
be  thereafter  apportioned. 

Messrs.  Foulke,  Pinney,  Tracy,  Pease, 
and  Goble,  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  nominate  officera 
for  the  present  year. 

Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  and 
Dr.  Hall  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be 
appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
providing  a  special  agetit  for  tliis  Society 
to  represent  its  interests  in  Europe. 

Messrs.  Miller,  Williams,  Maclean,  Pin- 
ney, and  Coppinger,  v/ere  appointed  said 
Committee, 
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llev .  Dr.  Wlieeler,  cliiiirnmii  of  tlie  Com- 
mittee on  iiltenitions  in  tlie  constitution  of 
llie  Society,  appointed  last  year,  present- 
ed a  report,  wluch  report  luivinij  been  read, 
and  il  appearing  to  the  Board  that  due 
publication  hud  been  made  according  to  the 
'Jih  article  of  the  constitution,  it  was,  on 
motion, 

Resohed,  That  the  Cth  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution be  amemled  so  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

Art.  6.  The  Board  shall  annually  appoint 
one  or  more  Secretanes,  a  Treasurer,  and  an 
Executive  Commitiee  of  seven  {persons,  all 
of  wliom  shall  be  ex  officio  members  of  the 
Board,  having  a  right  to  be  present  at  its 
meetings,  and  to  take  part  in  the  transac- 
tions of  its  business  ;  but  they  shall  not 
vote,  except  as  provided  in  article  7. 

Rev.  Mr.  Pease  offered  the  following 
resolution,  wliich  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Besolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
by  the  President  to  examine  into  the  expe- 
diency of  the  appointment  of  a  suitable 
person  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  supervise 
the  location  of  emigrants  m  Liberia,  and 
encourage  their  settlement  more  interior, 
examine  the  accounts,  and  see  that  the 
local  agents  in  that  country  attend  fully  to 
their  respective  duties,  and  to  develope  the 
interests  of  colonization  in  Liberia,  and 
also  to  give  reliable  inforination  to  this 
Society  respecting  the  condition  and  pro- 
gress of  matters  in  the  New  Republic. 

Rev.  Messrs.  Pease,  Tracy,  and  Mitch- 
el!  of  Vt.  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

On  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  consider  the  practiciibility  of  appro- 
priations of  money,  or  encouraging  volun- 
tary contribu'ions,  directly  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Lilieria,  fir  the  purpose  of  promo- 
ting internal  improvements  m  that  country, 
particularly  that  of  establishing  a  receptacle 
tor  newly  arrived  emigrants  at  some  eligi- 
ble point,  and  of  opening  roads  from  the 
principal  sea-port  towns  back  to  the  remote 
and  more  interior  tribes. 

Rev.  Messrs.  Pease,  Finley ,  and  McLain 
were  appointed  said  Committee. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  amending 
the  Constitution  was  again  taken  up;  and, 
after  discussion,  the  Board  adjourned  until 
7  o'clock  this  evening. 


Evening  Session,  Jan.  18lh. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  SchiefTelin  ofTered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  steam  com- 
munication between  the  United  States  and 
Liberia,  in  view  of  promoting  and  cheap- 
ening emigration  be  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  report  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board  sach  informa- 
tion as  they  may  be  able  to  obtain  upon  the 
subject,  or  to  report,  if  they  see  fit,  at  an 
earlier  date,  to  the  Executive  Commitiee, 
which  last  is  liereby  authorized  to  lend  such 
aid,  on  the  part  of  the  Society,  to  the  fur- 
therance of  the  plan,  as  they  may  be  able 
to  do  without  involving  the  Society  in  pe- 
cuniary responsibility. 

Messrs.  SchiefTelin,  Hall,  and  Williams 
were  appointed  said  Committee. 

The  subject  of  the  proposed  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  was  again  taken  up  ; 
and,  after  discussion  and  mature  considera- 
tion, the  proposition  to  provide  for  Perma- 
nent Directois,  and  the  payment  of  the: 
expenses,  was  put  to  vote,  and  lost. 

Mr.  Fouike  offered  the  following  resolu- 

'  tion,  which  was  adopted,  viz  : 

'  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be 
appointed  to  report  the  number  of  Secre- 
taryships which  in  their  opinion  it  will  be 
expedient  to  establish  under  the  recent 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  ;  also  to 
define  the  duties  of  each,  and  to  suggest 
such  comjiensation  as  they  may  think 
proper  to  affix  to  each  ;  and  that  they 
report  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  this 
Board. 

Messrs.  Fouike,  Pinaey,  Tracy,  and 
Drs.  Hall  and  Goble,  were  appointed  said 
Committee. 

Rev.  Mr.  Miller  oflered  the  following 
resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Board,  the  clause  in  the  third  article  of  the 
Constitution,  saying  that,  «'any  citizen 
paying  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
shall  be  a  director  for  life,"  does  not  con- 
template the  instituting  of  Life  Director- 
ships by  State  Societies  on  the  bases  of 
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the  miscellaneous  contributions  of  the 
people. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  adjustment 
of  representation. 

Rev.  Mr.  Orcutt,  from  the  Committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Society,  reported  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Annual  R,eport  of  the  Society,  res- 
pectfully report,  That  they  have  carefully 
read  the  same,  with  much  interest,  and 
recommend  that  it  be  published  as  usual 
under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Dr.  Goble  called  for  information  rela- 
tive to  the  settlement  in  Liberia  proposed 
by  the  ^ew  Jersey  Colonization  Society  ; 
which  subject  was  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  five,  consisting  of  Dr.  Goble,  Rev. 
Dr.  Maclean,  Dr.  Hall,  Mr.  Davidson, 
and  Dr.  Lugenbeel. 

Adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

January  I9lh. 

The  Board  met  agreeably  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  minutes  of  the  session  yesterday 
were  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 

Rev.  Mr.  McLain  laid  before  the  Board 
the  following  resolution,  which  had  been 
referred  by  the  Society  to  tlie  considera- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Directors,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  suggested  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  taking  such  steps  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient,  to  engage  the  co-operation  of 
the  Governments  and  of  the  phihmthropists 
of  Christian  Europe  in  the  colonization 
and  christianization  of  Africa,  through  the 
agency  of  Liberia. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  proposed 
mission  to  Europe. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Statement  of  the  Executive  Com- 


mittee, made  a  report  ;  which,  on  motion, 
was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
Mr.  Foulke  offered  the  following   reso- 
lution, which  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  Agents  of  the 
Society  be  directed  to  report  to  the  Board 
of  Directors,  at  its  annual  meetings,  a 
summary  of  his  labors  during  the  last  pre- 
ceding year,  with  a  statement  in  detail  of 
his  receipts  and  expenditures. 

Dr.  Goble,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  subject  of  a  settlement 
in  the  interior  of  Liberia  proposed  by  the 

'  New  Jersey  Colonization    Society,  made 

I  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted, 

'  viz  : 

Reporl. — The  Committee  appointed  to 
consider,  and  report  upon  the  expediency 
of  fiirming  a  settlement  upon  the  lands  pur- 

!  chased  in  Liljeria  by  the  New  Jersey  Col- 
onization Society,  respectfully  submit  to 
the  Board  the  following  resolutions  : 

L  Resolved,  That  the  Board  have  learned 
I  v»ith  mucii  pleasure  that  the  lands  in  ques- 
l  lion  are  likely  to  prove  of  great  value,  and 
'  that  the   Executive    Committee  have   al- 
ready directed  their  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject of  locating  a  large  number  of  emigrants 
upon  them,  and  also  directed  estimates  to 
be  made  of  the  expense  of  clearing  the 
lands,  opening  roads,  &c.,  the  Board  fee! 
confident  that  the  Committee  will  continue 
I  to  give  the  subject  all  proper  attention. 
j      2.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to 
I  the  authorities  of  Liberia  to  give  the  name 
of  "Finlet"  to  the  first  settlement  made 
'  upon  the  above  mentioned  lands  : 

J.  G.  Goble,  Chairman. 

i      Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  fVom  the  Committee 

I  on  the  nomination  of  officers  for  the  ensu- 

\  ing  year,  reported  the  names  of  the  follow- 
ing   gentlemen,  all  of  whom  were  duly 

j  appointed,  viz  : 

j       Sicretarij  and   Treasurer,   Rev.  W.  Mc- 

'  Lain. 

Recording  Secretary,  J.  VV.   Lugenbeel, 

I  M.  D. 

Execulivg  Commitlee,  Harvey  Lindsly, 
M.  D.,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Josepli  H. 
Bradley,  A.  0.  Dayton,  J.  S.  Bacon,  D. 
D  ,  William  Gunton,  W.  W.  Seaton. 
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On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  the 
Executive  Committee  was  instructed  to  re- 
appoint Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  as  Travelling 
(jeiieral  Agent  for  the  Society,  and  to 
continue  the  General  Agency  for  the 
States  of  India/ia,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Wis- 
consin, and  Iowa. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Ver- 
mont, the  following  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed, viz  : 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  agents  employed  by 
the  American  Colonization  Society  be  paid 
u  fair  salary,  with  necessary  travelling  ex- 
penses, and  that  the  same  mode  of  com- 
pensation be  recommended  to  Auxiliary 
Societies. 

Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  from  ihe  Committee 
on  the  proposed  aoency  in  Europe,  pre- 
sented the  following  report,  which  was 
ndopted,  viz  : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  providing  a  special 
agency  for  this  Society,  to  represent  its  in- 
terests in  Europe,  beg  leave  to  report  the 
following  resolutions,  viz.: 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient,  in  case 
R  separate  fund  can  be  raised  for  the  ex- 
penses of  sui'h  a  mission,  to  send  a  special 
agent  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  dif- 
fusing information,  and  securing  the  good 
will  of  the  people. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  this  connection,  the 
Executive  Committee  are  hereby  requested 
In  invite  the  services  of  the  Rev.  L.  P.  W. 
Bolch,  D.  D.,  of  West  Chester,  Pa.,  on 
a  special  mission  for  this  Society  to 
Europe. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be 
appointed  to  r\ise,  in  conjiuiction  with  the 
Executive  Committee,  the  funds  needeu 
for  the  support  of  this  agency. 

Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Williams,  Rev 
Dr.  Maclean,  and  Rev.  Messrs.  Brooks, 
and  Pinney,  were  appointed  said  C  m- 
niittec. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society  communi- 
f.ate  to  President  Roberts  the  proceedings 
of  this  Siiiiety  relative  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  special  agtnt  to  Europe. 

Rev.  Dr.  Balch  expressed  his  thanks  for 
the  honor  conferred  on  him  by  the  resolu- 


tion of  the  board  respecting  the  European 
mission,  and  stated  that  he  would  commu- 
nicate his  decision  in  relation  thereto  to  the 
Executive  Committee  in  due  season. 

At  the  suggestion   of  the   President,  a 
Committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare by-laws  for  the  government  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  said 
Committee  to  report  at  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board. 
I      On  motion,  the  President  was  constituted 
j  chairman  of  said  Committee,  and  he  added 
j  the  names  o.'Mr.  Whittlesey  and  Rev.  W. 
I  McLain. 

(.Note. — At   half    past    12  o'clock,    the 
Board  took  a  recess,  to  visit  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Cabinet,  ac- 
ij  cording  to  appointment.) 

Ij      A    Report    was  read  from  Rev,  R.  R. 

Gurley,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed 

with  the  Annual  Report,  as  follows: 

W.\SJUNGTON', 

January  ISlh,  1851. 
Rev.   Wm.  McLain, 

Scci'etary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Ji.  C.  S. 

Df.ar  Sir — For  a  brief  report  of  my  en- 
deavors to  advance  the  cause  of  the  So- 
ciety, during  the  earjy  part  of  the  year  in 
the  Stale  of  Georgia,  I  have  the  honor  to 
refer  the  Board  of  Directors  to  my  letter, 
addressed  to  yourself,  and  published  in 
the  African  Repository  for  September.  I 
have  stated  in  that  letter,  that  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  explaining  the  vievt'.s  and  rec- 
ommendini:  the  objects  of  the  Society  to 
friendly  and  intelligent  audiences  in  Au- 
gusta, Greensborough,  Hancock,  Mil- 
ledgeville,  Macon,  Columbus  and  Savan- 
nah, and  by  private  intercourse  with  indi- 
viduals and  the  distribution  of  the  reports 
and  other  publications  of  the  Society  to 
diffuse  correct  information  in  regard  to  its 
history,  operations  and  success.  1  enjoyed 
an  opportunity  of  addressing  the  General 
Baptist  State  Convention,  at  Atlanta,  a 
bdtly  of  from  two  to  three  hundred  min- 
i.-^ters  assembled  from  every  part  of  that 
Stale,  while  I  witne.ssed  the  deep  impres- 
sion made  upon  this  convention  by  the 
Rev.  T.  J.  Rowen,  who  after  a  residence  of 
more  than  two  years  in  the  interior  of 
Africa,  had  then  but  recently  returned  to 
report  his  discoveries  and  solicit  the  coun- 
tenance and  aid  of  his  bretliren  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  well  organized  and  per- 
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maneiit  mission  in  the  kingdom  of  Yorri- 
ba.  This  truly  apostolic  man,  accompa- 
nied by  his  wife,  and  two  other  mission- 
aries v/ith  their  wives,  aU  irom  the  State 
of  Georgia,  have  since  entered  upon  the 
chosen  field  of  their  labors  in  the  interior  of 
Africa. 

During  the  summer,  I  visited  some  of 
the  more  populous  towns  and  cities  of 
Western  New  Yorlc,  and  made  public  ad- 
dresses in  Albany,  Troy,  Rochester,  Can- 
andaigua,  Geneva,  and  Auburn.  Subse- 
quently, I  accepted  an  invitation  to  attend 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  ^'.ate  Society  of 
Vermont,  in  Montpelier,  where  much  in- 
tere.st  in  the  cause  was  expressed  by  a 
large  congregation.  In  Burlington,  Bran- 
don. Rutland  and  Betmington,  highly  res- 
pectable congregations  listened  to  state- 
ment.s  on  the  subject  ;  and  from  my  own 
observations,  as  well  as  from  the  testimony 
of  the  officers  of  the  Vermont  Society,  and 
of  their  aUle  and  efficient  agent,  the  Rev. 
Wm.  Mitchell,  1  cannot  doubt  that  con- 
fidence in  the  cause  of  this  institution  and 
dispositions  generously  to  sustain  it  are 
rapidly  gaining  strength  among  all  classes 
of  the  population  of  this  small  but  vigorous 
and  heroic  state. 

In  Hartford,  Connecticut,  I  spent  a  Sab- 
hath,  and  found  a  large  congregation  in 
the  evening,  disposed  to  listen  to  a  dis- 
course on  the  subject  of  African  Coloniza- 
tion and  Missions.  Through  the  faithful 
and  successful  labors  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Orcutt,  a  very  general  and  liberal  interest 
has  been  excited  in  favor  of  the  enterprize 
throughout  that  State. 

By  invitation  of  Dr.  Goble  and  several 
distinguished  friends  of  the  Society,  I  re- 
cently visited  New  Jersey,  and  addressed 
congregations  in  .Jersey  City,  Newark, 
Bloomfield  and  New  Brunswick,  while 
the  last  week  I  attended  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  State  Colonization  Society  at 
Trenton,  over  which  the  Governor  pre- 
sided, and  which  was  honored  by  the  pres- 
ence of  many  of  the  members  of  the  State 
Legislature.  This  State  is  proudly  distin- 
guished as  the  birthplace  of  the  venerable 
founder  of  the  Society,  and  of  its  first  Sec- 
retary; as  the  home  of  its  Historian,  and 
of  that  gallant  naval  officer,  who  first  ob- 
tained a  foothold  for  liberty  and  unfurled 
iier  flag  upon  the  African  shore.  Her  cit- 
izens have  shown  an  ardent  attachment  to 
the  Society,  and  by  the  purchase  of  a  fine 
tract  of  upland  country  have  indicated 
their  purpose  to  open  all  its  great  advan- 
tages to  the  coloied  population  within  their 
limits.     It    will    occur    to    the    honorable 


Board  of  Directors,  that  owing  to  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  fields,  which  have  been 
visited,  by  State  .Societies  and  local  agents, 
the  writer  found  but  few  opportunities  for 
direct  efforts  to  raise  funds,  yet  the  very 
absence  from  attempts  to  call  forth  contri- 
butions, may  have  left  the  minds  of  those 
addressed,  more  open  to  conviction  and 
prepared  the  way  for  future  and  generous 
donations. 

To  unite  the  friend"^  of  the  colored  race 
in  all  the  States  of  this  Union,  and  our 
brethren  throughout  Christendom,  in  ear- 
nest and  judicious  measures  to  establish 
and  build  up  one  or  more  free  christian 
States  of  the  descendants  of  Africa,  on  the 
principles  embodied  in  the  constitution  of 
Liberia,  as  means  and  agencies  for  the 
deliverance  and  civilization  of  Africa  is  the 
great  work  of  this  Society.  As  this  is  a 
work  of  the  highest  beneficence,  the  vol- 
untary principle  should  mark  all  its  oper- 
ations, which  should  be  conducted  with 
exact  justice,  and  charity  unfeigned.  I 
respectfully  suggest  that  in  future  efforts 
for  the  exploration  of  Africa,  special  appli- 
cation be  made  for  aid  to  the  Government 
of  Liberia.  The  citizens  of  that  Repub- 
lic, accustomed  to  the  climate  and  familiar 
wiih  the  dispositions  and  habits  of  the 
native  tribes  are  vvell  qualified  to  co-oper- 
ate, if  not  to  take  the  lead,  in  such  an  en- 
terprize.  The  Society  of  New  Jersey  has 
recommended  the  establishment  of  a  set- 
tlement on  the  elevated  district  of  the  inte- 
rior purchased  liy  contributions  from  that 
State,  and  that  the  principal  town  of  this 
district  should  bear  the  great  name  of  the 
venerated  founder  of  this  Society.  Would 
it  not  be  well  to  appropriate  to  this  object, 
and  to  other  improvements  in  Liberia  a 
definite  sum  (say  ten  thousand  dollars)  on 
condition  that  the  authorities  of  Liberia 
dedicate  an  equal  amount  to  the  same 
objects  ? 

Having  received,  recently,  several  inter- 
esting and  encouraging  letters  from  Libe- 
ria, and  having  examined  some  others 
received  at  the  office  of  the  Society,  it  ha.3 
occurred  to  me,  that  the  publication  in 
pamphlet  form,  of  the  most  valuable  of 
these  letters,  with  others  received  by  other 
individuals  or  Societies,  for  gratuitous  dis- 
tribution, would  be  of  special  advantage  to 
the  cause.  To  enlighten  the  minds  of  our 
free  colored  people  in  regard  to  Liboria  is 
of  high  importance,  since  to  such  of  them 
as  may  engage  in  our  enterprize  will  be- 
long, pre-eminently,  the  advantages  and 
hotTors  of  Africin  Colonization.  1  trust 
wo  shall  never  cease  to  invoke  the  aid  of 


24 


MINUTES   OF   THE   BOAltD   OF    DIRECTORg. 


Agency  for  Liberia.— Resolutions  respecting  tlie  late  A.  G.  Phelps. 


the  State  Legislatures  and  of  the  national 
Government,  and  1  beg  leave  to  conclude 
this  brief  letter  with  the  sentences  with 
■which  on  my  return  from  Liberia,  three 
years  ago,  I  conchided  my  report  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  Stale. 

"From  tlie  presence  of  our  .squadron  on 
the  African  Coast,  benefits  doubtless  ac- 
crue both  10  Liberia  and  to  our  own  com- 
merce ;  but  I  may  be  permitted  in  the  con- 
clusion of  this  rtport,  to  avow  the  opinion 
that  a  recognition  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  the  independence  of 
the  Republic  of  Liberia,  and  an  appropri- 
ation of  fifty  tlioupand  dollars  a  year  for 
ten  years,  to  enable  that  Republic  to  carry 
out  the  principles  of  its  consiitution,  for 
the  happiness  of  those  who  from  this 
country  are  seeking  a  home  upon  its  soil ; 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  ;  and 
the  civilization  (jf  Africa,  would  be  in  har- 
mony with  the  character  and  sentiments  of 
this  nation,  and  give  stability,  progress  and 
triumph  to  liberty  and  Christianity  on  the 
African  shore." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  Dear  Sir, 

Faithfully  yours, 

R.    R     GuRLEl. 

Un  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pinney,  the 

following  resolution  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  i 
notify  the  members  of  the  several  commit- 
tees appointed  to  reoort  at  the  next  annu-  - 
al  meeting  of  their  appointment,  and  fur- 
nish them  with  a  copy  of  the  resolutions 
and  subjects  committed  to  their  charge. 

Rev.  Mr.  Pease,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  subject  of  an  agent  to  Liberia,  pre- 
sented  the   following   report   which    w-as 
adopted,  viz  : 
Report  of  CommiUee  of.lgencyfor  lAheriu. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  the  appointment  of  an  Agent  for  Liberia, 
v/ho  shall  iiave  general  supervision  of  our 
emigrants  while  they  are  depending  on  this 
Society  for  support  and  attendance,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  follosving  brief  report  : 

From  the  evident  imjiorlance  of  the  sub- 
ject it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  press  of 
uusiness  and  limited  time  will  not  allow  an 
extended  report  and  full  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  such  agency  at  present.  Several 
communications  from  Liberia,  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee,  indicating  the  ap- 
parent necessity  of  .=uch  an  agent,  and  ex- 
pressly requesting  his  appointment,  with  a 
correspondence  on  the  constitutionality  and 


practicability  of  such  an  agent,  having  pass- 
.ed  between  the  Executiveofficerof  the  Penn- 
sylvania Colonization  Society  and  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
it  appears  to  your  Committee  as  entirely 
safe  to  commit  tiie  whole  matter  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  The  Committee  therefore 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompany- 
ing resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  all  the  papers  relating  to 
this  subject  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  that  this  interesting  subject  may 
receive  their  early  attention,  and  if  they 
deem  it  expedient,  that  they  have  authority 
to  appoint  and  specify  the  relation  and 
work  of  such  agent. 

John  Morris  Pease, 

Chairman. 

IVIr.  Devereux  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  increasing 
atlendancp  of  members  of  this  Board,  and 
the  enlargement  of  its  business,  it  is  expe- 
dient to  procure  a  more  capacious  and 
belter  ventilated  room  for  the  meetings  of 
the  Board  and  of  the  Society,  with  suita- 
ble accommodations  for  Committees,  and 
that  the  Executive  Committee  carry  this 
resolution  into  effect,  if  practicable,  before 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Disosway,  from  the  Committee 
appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  on  the  death 
of  Anson  G.  Ph<»lps,  Esq.,  presented  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted,  viz  : 

Whereas,  since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Am.  Col.  So- 
ciety, it  has  jileased  Divine  Providence  to 
remove  from  his  earthly  labors  Anson  G. 
Phelps,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents 
and  a  Life  Director  of  this  Society — there- 
fore. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  feel  that  they 

should  be  doing  injustice  to  themselves 

not  to  express    their  sense  of  the  great 

injury  they  have  sustained  by  the  loss  of 

I  his   wise   and    prudent   counsels,   of    his 

'  earnest  and  efficient  action,  of  his  constant 

'  and    unfailing     pecuniary    charity,    and 

1  specially  of  his  bright  and  cheering  exam- 

1  pie,  in  all  the  relations  of  our  common 

[  humanity. 

'      Resolved,  That   while   we   deplore   our 

'  own  loss  we  cannot  but  sympathize  with 

the   numerous  institutions  of  public  and 

'  of  private  charity,  which  have  been  de- 


MINUTES  OP  THE   BOARD   OF  DIRECTORS. 


25 


Vote  of  tlianks  to  Justice  Wayne  and  President  Latrobu. — Address. 


prived  of  a  most  active  and  efficient  support, 
and  also  with  tlie  immediate  family  and 
relatives  of  our  respected  friend. 

Resolved,  That  the  intentions,  opinions, 
and  concluding  acts  of  our  departed  friend 
as  expressed  in  his  Will,  is,  for  its  uncom- 
mon compass  of  thought,  its  disinterested 
benevolence,  its  prudential  regard  to  pro- 
moting the  geatest  good,  worthy  of  Iiigh 
admiration  and  warm  commendation. 

Resolved,  That  the  family  of  the  late 
Mr.  Phelps  be  requested  to  allow  a  copy 
of  his  portrait  to   be  made  and  deposited 

in  the  rooms  of  this  Society,  and  that 

be  a  committee  to  carry  out  this  request. 

Resolved,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the 
above  be  sent  by  the  Recording  Secretary 
to  the  family  of  our  late  distinguished 
friend. 

G.  P.  DiSOSWAT, 

J.  Wheeler, 

Cominiltee . 

Mr.  Disosvvay  and  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean 
v/ere  appointed  tlie  Committee  to  carry 
out  the  object  embraced  in  the  fourtli 
resolution. 

The  Secretary  of  the 'Society  reported 
that  the  Liberia  Herald  has  been  suspen- 
ded ;  and  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  with  power  to  take 
such  measures  as  they  may  deem  proper 
to  sustain  the  Liberia  Herald. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Disosway,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board 


be  presented  to  the  Hon.  Justice  Wayne 
of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  for  the  address 
which  he  delivered  at  the  late  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Society  be  instructed  to  transmit  to  him 
a  copy  o  f  this  resolution,  and  to  request  of 
him  a  copy  of  his  address  for  publication. 
On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Board 
be  presented  to  the  President  of  tlie  Society 
for  the  address  delivered  by  him  at  the 
late  Annual  Meeting,  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  funish  a  copy  for  publication. 

Rev.  Mr.  Pease  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  are  ready  to 
receive,  invest,  and  set  apart,  for  the 
purposes  of  common  school  education  in 
Liberia,  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
as  may  be  given  or  bequeathed  to  them 
for  that  purpose. 

The  minutes  were  then  read  and  appro- 
ved. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  the 
third  Tuesday  in  January,  1855,  at  12 
o'clock,  M. 

The  meeting  was  closed  with  Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean. 

J.  H.  B.  Latrobe, 
President  Ji.  C.  S. 
D.  M.  Reese, 

Secretarv. 


Address  of  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq., 

At  the  Anniversary, 

Genllemen  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society. — 

The  only  duty  that  our  constitution,  in 
terms,  imposes  upon  the  President,  is  to 
preside  at  the  annual  meetings.  1  am  here 
to-night  for  that  purpose.  Twenty-eight 
years  ago,  I  came  to  V'/ashington,  to  urge 
upon  the  Societj'-  tlie  importance  of  multi- 
plying settlements  in  Africa.  Three  years 
since,  I  again  appeared  as  a  speaker  at  the 
annual  meeting.  I  addressed  the  same 
individual  v/ho  had  presided  a  quarter  of  a 
century  before.  Mr.  Clay  still  occupied 
the  chair.  It  was  the  last  time  he  filled  it. 
When  the  anniversary  returned,  he  was 
stretched  on  the  bed  from  whence  he  rose 
no  more,   and   his  great  fellow-statesman, 


President  of  the  Am.  Col.  Society, 
January  17,  1854. 

Mr.  Webster,  took  his  jilace  on  the  occa- 
sion. Another  year,  and  both  were  in  the 
grave  ;  and  General  Mercer,  their  cotem- 
porary  and  friend,  ide.itified  with  the  Soci- 
ety from  its  organization,  officiated  as 
chairman.  At  that  meeting  the  honor  was 
conferred  upon  me,  that  makes  my  pres- 
ence here  to-night  a  duty.  The  active 
labors  of  thirty  years  for  Africa,  and  for 
this  cause,  were  then  compensated  ten- 
fold. Prevented  by  the  circumstances  of 
my  professional  life  from  indulging  in 
political  aspirations,  you  nevertheless  gave 
me  a  position,  more  elevated  than  any 
within  the  scope  of  my  longings,  or  within 
the  reach  of  my  opportunities.  I  would 
be   doing   injustice   to  my  own   feelings, 
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therefore,  did  1  not,  on  this,  the  first  appro- 
priate occasion,  say  emphatically,  in  the 
hope  tliat  in  the  brief  words,  you  will 
recowni.se  an  nliidin;;  sense  of  a  dislinction 
conferred, — I  tlianic  inni. 

And,  gentlemen,  who  is  there  that  you 
could  place  liere,  who  should  not  say  the 
same.'  What  cause  is  there  now  before 
ihe  Christian  world  more  honorable  or 
more  dignified  than  Afiican  Colonization. 
Year  after  year  it  has  grown  in  stature  and 
in  comeliness.  From  small  beginnings, 
tlie  im|iulses  of  an  unobtrusive  philanthro- 
py, it  lias  become  a  political  necessity.  It 
olfers,  in  its  settlements  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  the  only  solution  of  the  difficult 
question  presented  by  the  existence,  in  the 
same  land,  of  two  tVee  races  between  whom 
amalgamation  by  intermarriage  is  imprac- 
ticable ;  and  it  opens  an  outlet,  belter  than  ' 
any  other,  through  which  the  weaker  of 
the  two  may  escape  from  the  pressure  of 
tiiat  vast  European  immigration,  which 
threatens  to  crush  it  in  a  strife  for  ' 
bread — an  immigration  withheld  in  mercy 
until  new  homes  in  another  continent  could 
be  prepared  for  those  who  were  to  disap-  , 
j'ear  before  it.  j 

There  are  some  who  believe  that  this  | 
immigration,  togeilier  with  the  natursil  in- 
crease of  our    population,  may,    one    day, 
so  alfect  wages  as  to  make  it  questionable, 
whether   free    white    labor,    becoming    by 
tliat   time    acclimated  to  the  toil  of  every 
j)art  of  our  country,  may  not  be  cheaper,  \, 
under  all  circumstances,  than  slave  labor  ; 
in  which  event,  it  is  supposed  that  a  volun- 
tary   emancipation,    prompted    by  interest 
alone,  may   make  our  wliole  colored  pop- 
ulation   free.     Should   such    anticipations 
fver  be  realized,  the  importance  of  tlie  out- 
let which   colonization   has  opened   in  the  i! 
direction  of  Liberia,  will  be  all  the  more 
highly  appreciated  ;  and  .should  slavery,  ! 
from   mere  lack  of  other    topics  for  that  j 
parly   excitement  which  is   a  necessity,  it  I 
would  seem,  of  our  condition,  still  continue 
to  be    discussed,  eagerly    and    angrily,  in 
Jiigh   places,   the    discussion    will    at    all 
events    be  made  harmless,  by  the  grtulual  | 
withdrawal  of  the  colored   race,  of  their  ' 
own  accord,  from  the  theatre  of  the  strife.  • 
It  forms  no  part  of  my  purpose  tn  argue  I 
the  probabilities  of  such  a  result.     Wheth- 
er it  ever  takes  place  or  nut,  absolutely  or 
in    degree,  the  suggestion    presents  an  as- ' 
jiect  of  our  subject,   in  which   it  certainly  ' 
loses  nothing  of  its  magnitude.     Without 
any  reference,  however,  to    the   future,  in 
this  connection,  we  know  enough  of  colon- : 


ization,  having  regard  to  our  existing  free 
colored  population  only,  to  see  that  it  in- 
volves considerations  looking  not  merely  to 
the  civilization  and  christiaiiizatiun  of 
Africa,  but  to  the  \\  elfire  and  happiness  of 
our  own  country.  If,  under  its  influences, 
we,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  become  an 
homogeneous  people,  gradually  and  almost 
imperceptibly,  or  merely  remove  from  us 
the  free  of  the  other  race,  Africa  will  owe 
to  it  the  blessings  tlint  even  now  attend 
upon  it.  It  has  already  shewn  itself  more 
potent  to  suppress  the  slave  trade  than  the 
laws  which  declare  it  piracy,  or  the  squad- 
rons that  have  been  set  to  watch  it.  The 
Bible  Society  is  on  its  right  hand, — the 
iNlissionary  Society  is  on  its  left  hand, — 
close  by  it  is  the  Sunday  School, — the 
Tract  Society  finds  in  it  an  agency  that 
can  be  used  as  the  colporteur  of  a  conti- 
nent; and  even  total  abstinence  was  a 
provi.sion  in  the  Constitution  of  Maryland 
in  Liberia,  before  iMainelaws  were  dream- 
ed of  here. 

No  American  statesman,  then,  dealing 
with  the  great  interests  of  the  country, 
now  and  for  the  future,  can  longer  look 
upon  African  Colonization  as  a  mere 
f  clieme  of  visionary  philanthropy.  It  has 
grown  to  bean  element  in  the  combinations 
that  are  arranjiiiig  themselves  throughout 
the  world,  to  be  recorded  as  history.  It 
lives  no  more  on  the  sound  of  the  great 
names  of  those  who  rocked  the  cradle  of 
its  infancy.  It  has  ceased  to  quote  opin- 
ions, and  begun  to  point  to  facts.  Vessels 
filled  with  emigrants,  now  from  New 
York, — to-morrow  from  Baltimore  and 
Norfolk, — again  from  Savannah  and  New 
Orleans,  are  its  illustrations,  and  its  crown- 
ing triumpli  is  the  Republic  of  Liberia. 
[  But  the  enterprise  we  have  to  deal  with 
is,  nevertheless,  yet  in  its  infancy.  Its 
results, accumulalinj:  through  generations, 
are  to  be  fully  realized  by  those  only  who 
shall  come  after  us — the  descendants  of 
our  descendants.  Still,  that  should  not 
discourage  us.  We,  ourselves,  are  but 
now  elaborating  the  beginnings  of  Ply- 
mouth and  of  Jamestown.  Those  only 
accomplish  great  ends  among  men,  who 
are  prophets  with  a  conviction  of  the 
truthfulness  of  their  visions,  and  who  have 
the  patience  to  wait  without  despondency. 
No  doubter  ever  won  a  battle  or  realized  a 
fortune.  Our  success,  up  to  this  time,  in 
the  prosperity  and  order  of  our  colonies, 
in  the  contentment,  heallhfulness  and 
numbers  of  their  peof)le,  in  the  commerce 
that  has  sprung  up  around  and  with  Libe- 
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ria,  far  surpasses  the  like  experiences  of 
ali  preceding  colonizations.  We  liave  had, 
in  truth,  nothing  to  discourage  us.  On 
the  contrary,  all  things,  even  those  appa- 
rently adverse  at  the  time,  have  worked 
together  f^r  our  good  ;  and  there  is  no  one 
reason  why  African  Colonization  should 
rot  go  forward  with  cheering  and  con- 
gratulation to  the  accomplishment  of  that 
destiny,  which  was,  through  the  Provi- 
dence of  God,  first  suggested,  only  after 
an  association  for  generations  on  genera- 
tions between  the  whites  and  the  Africans 
and  their  descendants, here,  had  so  modified 
the  character  of  the  latter,  as  to  qualify 
them  for  the  establishment  of  free,  civilized 
governments  in  Africa,  to  which  should  be 
attracted,  in  due  season,  and  in  the  natural 
course  of  events,  the  free  colored  population 
of  the  United  States. 

With  no  past  experience,  therefore,  to 
make  us  liesitate,  we  hold  our  thirty-sev- 
enth anniversary,  that  we  may  acquire 
new  confidence  in  the  work  that  is  before 
us. 

When  the  colony  declared  itself  inde- 
pendent in  1847,  the  Society  was  relieved 
from  its  political  functions  as  a  colonial 
legislature.  But  an  increasing  emigration, 
greater  pecuniary  wants,  more  extensive 
relations  with  every  part  of  the  Union, 
had,  by  this  time,  greatly  multiplied  the 
duties  of  the  executive  committee,  to 
which  the  constitution  confides  exclusively 
the  business  of  the  Society.  Thus,  in 
1S47,  the  year  of  independence,  but  J29 
emigrants  sailed  for  Liberia.  In  184S  the 
number  was  443  ;  in  1849  it  was  422  ;  in 
1850  it  rose  to  507  ;  in  1851  to  G76  ;  in 
1852  it  was  666,  and  in  the  year  just  ended 
it  has  been  782.  At  no  time,  therefore, 
since  the  organization  of  the  society,  has 
there  been  more  occasion  for  active  and 
incessant  exertion  in  its  affairs,  than  at 
present. 

At  a  future  day,  emigration  to  Africa 
will  fall  into  the  category  of  all  the  emigra- 
tions that  have  preceded  it,  and  become 
self-paying.  No  emigration,  since  the 
world  began,  has  had  the  same  motives  to 
prompt  it.  But  a  whole  people  marches 
warily,  and  properly  so,  from  one  home 
to  another.  Convictions  of  tlie  necessity 
of  removal  impress  themselves  slowly  upon 
those,  whose  peculiar  characteristic  it  is  to 
cling  to  house  and  hearth-stone.  But  the 
result  is  sure,  sooner  or  later.  The  cir- 
cumstances that  must  produce  it  are  inevi- 
table and  irresistible  in  their  operation. 
Under   their  influences  the   free    colored 


people  of  this  country  will  one  day  learn 
to  look  upon  Africa  as  the  Germans  and 
the  Irish  now  look  upon  America,  anU 
when  this  shall  be  the  case,  their  emigra- 
tion, like  that  of  the  others,  will  be  self- 
paying. 

To  prepare  for  the  coming  of  this  time, 
has  been  the  true  function  of  colonization. 
To  this,  its  great  duty,  its  appointed  pur- 
pose, its  means  have  been  so  far  sufficient, 
that,  through  their  use,  to  quote  an  able 
writer,  "  a  christian  commonwealth,  anima- 
mated  by  the  spirit  of  modern  civilization, 
now  occupies  the  al)andoned  sites  of  the 
slaver's  barracoons,"  "  and  in  the  distant 
future  will  appear  to  have  been  among  tlie 
memorable  things  of  the  present  age." 

The  greater  task  that  has  often  been 
assigned  to  the  Society,  of  removing,  with 
its  resources,  the  entire  free  colored  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States,  swelling  in  num- 
bers annually,  from  emancipation  and 
natural  increase,  may  be  admitted  to  be 
beyond  the  amplest  means  that  can  reason- 
ably be  exi>ected  to  fall  from  any  quarter 
into  the  treasury  of  the  Society  ;  but  to 
what  has  been  already  suggested  as  its 
appropriate  function, — the  preparation  of 
a  home,  to  which  a  voluntary  emigration, 
aided  in  the  beginning,  but  self-paying  in 
the  end,  may  remove  the  population  in 
question, — it  may  hopefully  address  itself. 
To  this  end,  the  sources  of  aid  heretofore 
relied  upon  have  been  congress,  the  states 
and  individuals. 

Congress,  thus  far,  has  made  no  direct 
pecuniary  contribution  ;  but  it  has  in 
other  ways  rendered  valuable  assistance. 
It  has  maintaii^ed  a  squadron  on  the  coast, 
under  the  Ashburton  treaty,  that  has  ren- 
dezvoused at  Monrovia,  and  countenanced 
by  Its  presence  all  the  settlements  in  turn. 
Its  agency  for  re-captured  Africans  has, 
even  yet  more  immediately,  benefitted  the 
cause.  The  time  may  come,  when  the 
funds  of  the  nation  may  be  given  to  for- 
ward what  may  be  called  emphatically  the 
cause  of  the  nation.  The  suggestions  of 
distinguished  statesmen,  in  this  regard,  may 
be  carried  out ;  but  the  prospect  of  pecu- 
niary aid  from  this  source  is  not  sufficient- 
ly clear  to  permit  the  relaxation  of  earnest 
!  efforts  to  obtain  it  in  other  directions  ;  and 
colonizationists  should  be  told,  that  upon 
them,  as  individuals,  yet  rest-i  the  burden 
of  the  day  ;  and  they  should  be  invoked  by 
all  the  considerations  that  have  heretofore 
influenced  them,  to  continue  willingly  and 
liberally  to  bear  it  unto  the  end. 

But  while  there  may  be  uncertainty  in 
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regard  to  pecuniary  aid  from  Congress, 
there  are  ways  in  which  it  may  assist  the 
cause  (if  coiHiiizalion,  while  at  the  same 
time  it  does  no  more  than  its  duty  to  the 
country  at  larije — II  viay  recgnize  Liberia, 
establish  a  mail  service  to  the  ]f'est  Coast 
of\6frica,  and  complete  the  crploiation,  com-  ' 
meneed  under  the  ausjiiees  of  the  government. 
Of  course,  every  liody  knows  tliat  there  is 
an  independent  nation  styled  the  Re[uiblic 
of  Liberia,  which  is  conii>eteMt  to  the  man- 
agement of  its  own  allairs,  to  its  own  sup- 
port, and  its  own  defence  ;  tliat  its  laws  are 
modeled  a<"ier  our  own,  and  are  wisely  and 
efficiently  administered  ;  and  that  it  has 
been  reco£jnized  by  Ensland,  France,  Prus- 
sia, Delirium  and  Brazil  :  and  at  first  sight 
it  would  seem  tliat  all  this  should  satisfy 
tlie  yountr  republic,  so  far  at  least  as  to 
make  its  recognition  by  other  governments, 
and  anion?  them  the  United  States,  a  mat- 
ter of  inditlerence.  But  recogtiition  by  this 
country  is  of  more  than  ordinary  impor- 
tance to  the  new  community; — because  it 
is  from  us  that  it  has  gonft  forth,  carrying 
with  it  our  laws  and  institutions,  and  re- 
ceiving from  us, annually,  those  accessions, 
upon  which  it  depends  for  strength  and  con- 
sequence. The  anier:edents  of  Liberia,  our 
old  relations  with  her  people,  ajipeal  so 
stroiiicly  to  our  kindliness,  and  seem  to 
make  recognition,  liere,  so  much  a  thing  of 
course  almost,  that  a  failure  to  recognize 
may  well  become  a  matter  of  surprise,  and 
lead  all  men  to  ask  the  question,  "why 
sliould  this  be  so?"  To  the  rest  of  the 
world,  Liberia  was  a  stranger  when  its 
leading  nations  recognized  her  indepen- 
dence. To  .\merica  she  never  can  be  a 
stranger  ;  and  yet  America  withholds  what 
strangprs  have  accorded.  If,  at  some  fu- 
ture day,  Liberia  shall  fulfil  the  expecta- 
tions of  her  iriends,  and  the  fullness  of 
prophecy  shall  be  realized  by  the  continent 
on  whose  borders  the  republic  is  establish- 
ed, ours  will  be  the  honor;  for  it  will  be 
our  forms  of  government  that  will  be  found 
there,  our  civilization  that  will  prevail  there. 
Even  now,  it  is  our  statesmen  who  have 
been  commemorated  in  the  nomenclature 
of  the  cities  of  the  coast,  as  at  Monrovia 
and  Harper;  and  it  will  be  our  ([uiet  homes 
that  will  be  recalled,  as  the  well  known 
names  of  the  families  from  amongst  whom 
the  emigrants  have  gone,  are  borne  with 
them  to  be  transplanted  and  perpetuated 
beyond  the  sea.  Young,  even  then,  as 
America  may  be,  she  will  be  Iraditioi  ary 
for  the  Liberians.  Her  past  will  be  iheir 
past,  as  her  God  is  their  God  ;  and  when 


the  boundaries  of  the  republic  shall  be  the 
Senegal  and  the  Niger  upon  the  north  and 
east,  and  the  Atlantic  on  the  south  and 
west,  there  will  beaspoton  Sherbro  Island 
venerated  as  the  landing  place  from  the 
Elizabeth,  and  a  rock  at  Cape  Palmas 
fenced  around  about  as  a  memorial  of  the 
disembarkation  from  the  Ann.  Bound,  thus, 
in  the  origin  of  their  national  existence,  to 
America,  it  will  be  our  own  fault,  if  the 
kindliness  of  the  association,  which  has 
thus  become  historical,  shall  not  continue 
until  such  existence  has  an  end. 

But,  apart  from  such  general  considera- 
tions, there  are  particular  ones  appealing 
directly  to  the  interestsof  our  whole  coun- 
try. The  United  States  are  as  much  con- 
cerned in  the  extension  of  the  markets  of 
the  world  as  any  other  nation,  except 
England,  to  whom  new  markets  are  ne- 
cessities. We  are  a  manufacturing,  and  a 
commercial  people.  Producing  the  greater 
part  of  our  raw  material,  we  manufacture, 
up  to  a  certain  point,  to  greater  advantage 
llian  almost  any  otlier  people,  and  our 
ships  carry  what  we  manufacture  to  the 
uttermost  ends  of  the  earth.  We  have  an 
active  intelligence,  too,  which  is  annually 
improving  our  machinery,  so  as  to  in- 
crease our  manufactures  in  a  ratio  almost 
geometrical.  Now,  the  greatest  of  the 
yet  unsupplied  markets  of  the  world  is 
Africa,  with  a  population  of  millions  on 
millions,  eager  to  take  from  us  whatever 
we  please  to  send  there,  and  giving  us  in 
exchange  gold  and  ivory — rich  dye  woods, 
palm  oil,  hides,  beeswax,  coffee,  gums 
and  spices,  and  indeed  all  tlie  productions 
of  the  Tropics.  To  this  market,  or  at 
least  a  very  large  portion  of  it,  the  settle- 
ments on  the  west  coast  are  the  keys. 
The  colored  people  there,  from  the  United 
States,  are  the  factors  of  the  world,  or  ar-^ 
to  become  such,  so  far  as  central  Africa  is 
concerned.  Civilized  and  intelligent,  and 
able  to  live  in  a  climate  which  is  fatal  to 
the  white  man,  they  fill  a  place  the  latter 
cannot  occupy,  and  to  the  duties  of  which 
the  recaptured,  or  the  native,  African  is 
incompetent.  England,  with  her  large 
experience  at  Sierra  Leone,  Fernando  Po, 
Cape  Coast  Castle,  and  in  the  Niger,  ap- 
preciated all  this,  and  hastened  to  make 
triends  of  the  people  of  Liberia.  The 
other  nations  already  named  followed  her 
example: — and  why  should  we,  by  our 
neglect,  make  unfriends  of  them,  when  all 
their  sympathies  are  with  us, and  when  they 
still  look  upon  America  as  "home;" — for 
such,  strange   as  some   may  think  it,  is 
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nevertheless  the  fact.  Why  should  it  be, 
that,  even  now,  two-thirds  of  the  commerce 
of  Liberia  is  in  English  goods  carried  in 
English  ships? — All  the  advantages  are 
oil  our  side.  We  furnish  England  the 
tobacco  which  is  essential  to  African  trade, 
and  supply  her  with  the  cotton  for  the 
coarse  goods  with  which  she  gluts  the 
markets  on  the  coast.  She  has  no  better 
ships  than  we  have,  no  better  seamen,  no 
better  merchants,  not  more  intelligence, 
not  more  enterprise  :  but  she  has  been 
wiser  than  we  have  been— she  has  recog- 
nized the  young  nation, — she  hasgiven  it 
consequence,— she  has  won  its  sympathies, 
— and  thus,  by  doing  that  which  it  would 
cost  us  nothing  to  do  likewise,  she  has  de- 
prived us,  already,  or  is  in  a  fair  way  to 
deprive  us,  of  those  advantages  which 
legitimately  belong  to  us,  not  by  operation 
of  law,  but  by  the  operations  of  the  human 
lieart,  such  as  made  us,  in  the  olden  time, 
bear  and  sufier  so  much,  rather  than  cast 
off  our  allegiance  to  Great  Britain,  and 
whicii  made  us,  when  we  at  last  threw  it 
aside,  cling  so  closely  to  France,  because 
she  acknowledged  to  the  world  that  she 
held  us  to  be  a  free  and  independent 
people. 

It  is  commerce  that  is  to  do  the  work  of 
African  Colonization,  as  it  is  now  doing 
the  work  of  European  immigration.  It  is 
commerce  that  is  to  build  what  has  often 
been  termed  the  bridge  of  boats,  over 
which  is  to  pass  eastward,  our  free  colour- 
ed population  ;  and  why,  to  pursue  the 
simile,  should  we,  by  our  indifference  and 
want  of  foresight,  permit  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  abutment  to  be  placed  at  Liver- 
pool, when  we  have  only  to  will  it,  that 
it  may  be  laid  with  broad  and  deep  foun- 
dations in  the  cities  of  America. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  matter  of 
recognition,  which  ought  perhaps  to  be 
taken  before  passing  to  other  subjects. 
Whatever  may  be  thought  of  colonization 
by  even  its  bitterest  opponents,  there  is 
probably  not  one  of  them  who  would  desire 
to  see  Lilieria  closed  to  emigration  from 
the  United  States  :  and  yet  what  guaranty 
is  there,  that  it  will  continue  to  be  permit- 
ted, except  in  the  desire  of  the  Liberians 
to  increase  in  numbers,  and  to  maintain 
kind  relations  with  this  country?  Here,  in 
America,  there  have  been  cases,  where 
emigrants  have  been  sent  back  to  the  old 
world  to  countries  far  more  powerful, 
though  not  more  independent  than  Liberia; 
and  should  Liberia,  though  from  differ- 
ent motives,  choose  to  follow  our  example, 
making  her  interest  pay  tribute  to  offended 


pride,  in  this  respect,  and  place  restrictions 
upon  immigration  from  America,  there 
would,  I  presume,  be  few  in  our  country 
who  would  not  deeply  deplore  a  result  that 
might  so  easdyhave  been  obviated.  That 
statesmanship  is  the  most  sagacious,  which 
embraces  not  only  the  probabilities  but  the 
possibilities  of  the  future  ;  and  hence  the 
discussion  of  the  subject  of  recognition 
would  be  imperfect,  did  it  not  refer  to 
what  is  here  suggested  as  one  of  the  ele- 
ments, of  greater  or  less  weight,  in  the 
consideration  of  the  question. 

But,  the  true  policy  of  this  country  is  to 
recognize  the  independence  of  Liberia,  and 
to  do  it  at  once,  and,  if  need  be,  to  guar- 
anty it.  Every  state  in  the  Union  has 
contributed  in  men,  or  in  money,  or  in 
both,  to  make  the  Republic  what  it  is  : 
and  the  United  States,  powerful  and  mag- 
nanimous, can  gain  nothing  but  credit,  by 
acknowledging  that,  formally,  which  is 
being  practically  recognized  every  day. 
Let  those  who  rule  in  the  Capitol  have  no 
doubt  upon  the  subject.  The  country — 
the  whole  country — will  uphold  them  in 
tlie  act. 

And  not  only  should  this  recognition 
take  place,  as  a  matter  of  public  policy, 
none  the  less  proper  because  it  promotes  a 
great  philanthropy,  but  a  mail  service  by 
steamers  should  be  provided,  in  view  of 
the  commerce  which  the  United  States  have 
on  the  coast,  and  the  squadron  that  they 
maintain  there, — the  vessels  taking  the 
western  Islands  and  Madeira  on  their  pas- 
sage out,  and  running  down  the  coast  from 
Cape  Verde,  making  an  offing  from  Cape 
Palmas,  so  as  to  strike  the  trade  winds  and 
return  before  them  to  this  country  via  the 
West  Indies. 

The  contract  for  this  mail  should  be 
given  to  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety, to  whose  operations  it  would  afford 
most  important  aid.  With  regularity  in 
opportunity,  there  would  be  regularity  iu 
emigration  ;  and  the  days  of  sailing  would 
find  emigrants  arriving  at  the  hour,  and 
embarki.ig  without  the  delay  which  now 
attends,  necessarily,  the  transient  expedi- 
tions to  Liberia.  Not  only  would  emigra- 
tion be  thus  facilitated  and  cheapened,  but 
colonization  would  be  popularized.  Africa 
would  be  brought,  practically,  nearer  to 
America.  The  voyage,  being  shortened, 
would  be  deprived  of  its  terrors  to  the  ig- 
norant and  inexperienced;  and  gradually, 
there  would  grow  up,  from  the  small  be- 
ginning now  suggested,  an  "Ebony  line," 
as  imposing  as  that  heretofore  brouglit, 
before  Congress  ;  and  which  growing  up, 
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nnturallvi  with  the  demand  for  it,  would 
be  cenam  to  succeed.  1 

As  ulrcudy  seen,  England  has  been  be-  i 
tore  us  HI  tlie  recognition  of  Liberia  ;  and  ■ 
it  is  to  be  added,  iluu  slie  lins  also  antici- 
pated us  in  rt  mail  to  the  coast. — a  steampr 
leaving  Falmouili  every  two  weeks  via  the 
Cape  de  Verd  isltind.^.  Tlie  greater  part 
of  the  corre.-jionilence  between  the  United 
States  emd  Liberia  takes  this  diannel  ;  and 
Lieuteiuini  Lynch,  in  iiis  recent  reconnoi- 
eance,  actually  joined  the  American  Squad- 
ron olf  Monrovia  t  iJ  Liverpool.  We  thus 
pay  back  to  England,  in  postages  and  pas- 
Bnges,  a  portion  of  our  profits  on  cotton 
aiid  tobacco. 

Again,  Congress  may  perfect  the  explo- 
ration of  tlie  country  to  the  interior  of 
Liberia,  commenced  by  Lieutenant  Lynch. 
li  luis  autliorized  an  expedition  to  the 
Antarctic  Ocean.  The  vessels  ofour  country 
are  now  seeking  the  head  waters  of  the 
Amazon,  and  are  among  the  Islands  of 
Aleutia.  Her  boats  and  her  flag  have 
floated  upon  the  ponderous  waves  that 
roll  above  "  the  cities  of  the  plain  :  "  and 
if  her  navy  has  been  permitted  to  explore 
the  Dead  iiea  borders,  for  memorials  of  the 
past,  why  should  not  Africa  be  explored 
in  reference  to  the  best  hopes  of  the  fu- 
ture. An  armament  more  powerful  than 
any  which  ever  left  the  ports  of  America, 
is  now  seeking  to  establish  a  commerce 
with  the  Islands  of  Japan: — a  single  officer 
and  a  few  brave  men  are  all  that  is  asked, 
that  a  highway  for  commerce  may  be 
opened,  pointing  to  the  heart  of  one  of 
the  four  quarters  of  the  globe.  Surely  to 
this  extent  at  least,  Congress  may  aid 
colonization. 

Next  to  Congress,  in  the  enumeration  of 
our  resources,  come  tlie  several  States. 
One  of  the  peculiarities  of  African  Coloni- 
zation is,  that  while  all  its  friends  agree 
about  its  exclusive  object, — "the  removal 
to  Africa,  with  their  own  consent,  of  the 
free  colored  people  of  the  United  Siates"-i- 
ihey  agree  ab«ut  very  little  else.  Some 
advocate  it  in  view  of  the  chri.stianizalion 
of  a  continent  :  some,  to  [tut  down  the 
e'.ave  trade  ;  some,  to  hasten  the  separa- 
tion of  the  free  from  a  con;act  with  the 
slaves,  which  they  look  upon  as  injurious 
to  tlie  latter  ; — some  advocate  it,  that  there 
may  be  a  place  of  refuge  for  the  colored 
race ;  some  contribute,  hopeless  of  any 
great  j>olitical  result,  with  a  commercial 
view  only.  So,  too,  with  the  several  stales. 
In  some,  the  fetlu.g  is  favorable  to  the 
removal  of  the  free— in  others  of  the  enmn- 


^  cipa'ed  slaves  alone — in  Maryland, the  ap- 
I  propriation  is  for  both  purposes 
I      Colonization  has    thus  been  likened  to 
!  the  child  of  many  fathers,  with  friends  all 
I  round,  but  with  no  one  willing  to  assume 
i  its  exclusive  maintenance  :  and  th's,  to  a 
;  certain  extent,  has  been  true  :  and  its  only 
apology,   if    one    is   needed,    for   such    a 
parentage,   is,    that    without   it,   it  would 
never  have  existed  at  all;  and  if  a  meagre 
nurture  and  sorry  raiment  have  at  all  re- 
tarded its  growth  or  impaired  its  comeli- 
ness, the  fault  has  been  with  the  parents, 
while  the  misfortune  has  rested  upon  the 
'!  offspring.     But,  perhaps,  it  may  be  all  the 
,:  longer-lived,  for  not  having  had  precocity 
I.  forced  upon  it  by  a  greater  liberality  on  the 
j  part  of  those  who  have  the  responsibility 
of  its  existence. 

So  far  as  the  Society  itself  is  afl'ected  by 
the  variety  of  the  motives   that  exist  for 
advocating  the  cause,  it  is  uninfluenced  by 
any  of  them.     Its  work  is  the  removal  of 
emigrants,  not  the  discussion  of  the  motives 
for  emigration.     It  has  refrained  from  the 
commencement,  and  will  refrain  totheend, 
from  taking  part  in   any  controversy   in 
regard   to  slavery.     This   is  its   only   be- 
coming course,  due  alike  to   its    dignity 
and  good  faith  ;  and  to  the  fact,  that  for 
!  Thirty-seven  years,  it  has   owed  its  exis- 
'  tence  to  the  support  that  it  has  received 
1  from   both    north  and  south,  slaveholders 
..  and   non-slaveholders,  whose  representa- 
i  lives,  meeting  at  the  successive  anniversa- 
I  ries,  have  waived  all  points  of  difference, 
'  and  united  in  the  one  great  work  of  found- 
ing and  maintaining  the  colony,  and  pro- 
i  moling  the  removal  to  it  of  such  free  per- 
sons as  desired  to  emigrate,  — with   what 
]  result  has  been  already  shown. 
j      Advocated,    however,    as    colonization 
I  certainly  has    been,   for  varying  reasons, 
there  might  be  a  dilKculty,  in  agreeing,  in 
Congress,  about  the  proper  class  of  bene- 
ficiaries, in  the  event  of  a  direct  appropria- 
I  lion  by  the  General  Government.     But  no 
i  such  difficulty  can  take  place  in  the  State 
I  Legislatures,    where  eacli    may  select  for 
itself  the  objects  of  its  bounty,  according  to 
I  its  peculiar  predilections. 

To    the    several   states,   therefore,   the 
'  Society  looks  with  great  interest,  in  con- 
nection   with    this   matter.     Already,   the 
i  States    of   Virginia,   Maryland,    Indiana, 
Connecticut,    Pennsylvania,     and     New 
Jersey,  have  made  appropriations  ;  and  it 
is  anticipated,  not   unreasonably,  that  the 
!  others  will  gradually  ibllow  their  example. 
I      If  this  ftciion  of  the  several  States  in- 
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volved  the  maintainanre  by  each  of  an  org:- 
iinization  looking  to  the  .shipment  of  emi- 
_s:rants,  and  sucii  a.s  makes  tlie  American 
Colonization  Society,  to  some  extent,  a 
commercial  agency,  there  wonid  be  many 
objections  to  it.  Tiie  re.sult  would  be 
complication,  and,  very  probably,  a  good 
deal  of  confusion.  Some  States  might 
succeed,  while  others  would  fail.  But  the 
existence  of  the  Parent  Society  obviates 
this  difficulty,  in  aifording  tlie  agency  tliat 
is  necessary.  The  founder  of  the  settle- 
ments on  the  coast,  their  friend  at'd  guar- 
dian from  infancy  to  youth,  and  now  main- 
taining that  intercourse  with  the  Republic 
which  can  best  be  carried   on   by  a  single 


'  and  the  events  of  succeeding  years  have 
only  corroborated   their  convictions  :  and 
I  when   the    opponents    of  the   cause    have 
pointed  to  the  increasing  intelligence,  the 
j  greater  diflYision  of  education   among  free 
coloured    people,    and    to    the    honorable 
i  positions,  in  a  moral  and  intellectual  point 
{  of  view,  obtained  by  many  of  them  in  this 
I  country,  as  reasons  for  anticipating  a  time 
j  when  they  may  be  recognized  as   socially 
i  and  politically  the  equals   of  the   whites, 
I  Colonizationists,  freely  and  to  the   fullest 
extent  admitting  every  thing  thus  claimed 
in  their  behalf,  have   relied   upon  it  for  a 
wholly  .different  purpose,  as   they   discov- 
ered, in   their  increasing  sensitiveness  and 


head,  it  possesses  an  experience,  which  it  ]   pride,  consequent  upon  increasing  mental 


has  obtained  at  some  cost,  and  which  ad- 
mirably fits  it  for  the  present  exigei  cies  of 
the  Colonization  cause. 

The  last  of  the  resources  of  the  Society 
are  its  individual  contributions.  They 
have  been  its  main  reliance  from  the 
beginning.     They   enable    it   to   meet   its 


culture,  only  additional  obstacles  to  the 
continuing  residence,  in  the  same  land,  of 
two  free  races  between  whom  amalgama- 
tion by  intermarriage  was  impracticable. 
The  refinement  of  the  class  in  question 
must  settle  for  ever  the  necessity  of  their 
colonization,  and  they  themselves  should 


local  expenses,  to  maintain  its  agents  ;  be  the  first  to  acknowledge  and  proclaim 
throughout  the  country,  to  .send  shipload  [i  it.  Ignorance  and  callousness  may  be 
after  shipload  of  emigrants  to  Africa,  and  ji  satisfied  with  nominal  freedom.     Educated 


to  provide  for  them  for  a  season  there. 
They  form  the  certainties  upon  which 
thousands  are  now  de|)endent,  and  upon 
which  thousands  on  thousands  must  con- 
tinue to  depend,  until,  as  already  intima-' 
ted,  the  attractions  of  Liberia  and  the  re- i 
pulsions  of  America,  shall  make  African  | 
colonization  a  self-paying  one.  Coiigress  ! 
may  appropriue  mone}',  the  states,  ail  of 


intelligence  cannot  tolerate  it.  And  where 
the  free  colored  man  in  America  is  edu- 
cated and  intelligent,  and  there  are  num- 
bers who  are  both,  he  is  like  the  prisoner 
in  the  cages  that  we  read  of,  wlio  would 
give  life  itself  for  tlie  ability,  but  for  a  single 
hour,  once  more  to  extend  each  limb  to  the 
uttermost,  and  to  stand  again  erect  in  the  full 
measure    of  his  manhood.     While  some. 


them,  may  do  the  same,  and  yet  the  I'unc-  [  therefore,  look  upon  the  improvement,  here, 
tions  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  ij  of  the  free  colored  man,  as  bringing  him 
will  not  cease,  until  Liberia  shall  see  emi-  '\\  nearer  to  the  oliject  of  his  wishes,  coloniza- 
grants  arrive,  as  America  now  sees  them,  jj  tionists  rejoice  in  it  as  justifying  that  confi- 
011  the  instant  of  their  arrival  only,  losing  ||  dence  in  his  capacity,  without  which  their 
sight  of  them  as  they  are  at  once  absorbed  j!  scheme,  originally,  would  have  been  noth- 
into  the  great  body  of  the  peo]ile.  To  the  \i  ing  better  than  a  barbarous  plan  of  removing 
maintenance  of  the  individual  collections,  {.  the  whole  clas.s  to  Africa,  that  they  might 


therefore,  the  co-operation  of  all  who  wish 
well  to  the  cause,  over  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land,  is  most  earnestly  invo- 
ked ;  and  to  secure  it  the  efforts  of  the 


perish  on  its   shores,  or   relapse   into    the 
savage  idolatry  of  their  pagan  forefathers. 
If,  agreeing  with   the   Colonizationists, 
the  free  people  of  color  are  influenced  to 


officers  and  agents  of  the  Society  will  [j  emig -ate  before  the  coming  of  the  evil  day 
doubtless  be  zealously  directed.  !  so   often  refened   to,  so   much   tlie   better. 

The  relations  of  the  Society  with  the 'i  Should  they,  doubting  the  pi-of)hecy,  abide 
free  people  of  colour  are  too  important  jj  the  event,  Colonizationists,  with  whom  has 
not  to  be  noticed,  separately,  on  an  occa-  \\  been  the  visif)n,  will  at  any  rate,  have 
sion  like  the  present.     Wiihout  their   co-  j  done  their  duty. 

operation,  colonization  can  have  no  results:  !j  1  have  thus,  on  the  first  occasion  that 
and  how  much  better  would  it  not  be,  if  ;|  presented  itself,  expressed,  as  President  of 
this  co-operation  were  produced  by  none  '  the  Society,  fiankly,  and  in  what  I  have 
but  the  kindliest  feelings.  In  establishing  |1  intended  should  be  a  business  way,  my 
colonies  on  the  coast,  colonizationists  have  (I  views  in  regard  to  its  k-ading  interesia, 
been  governed  by  a  conviction  of  the  ;j  even  at  the  risk  of  repeating  verbatim, 
exigencies  of  the  future  already  described;  i|  perhaps,    speeclies     heretofore    delivered 
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during  the  lliirty  years  of  my  conneclion 
with  tlie  cause. 

Thirty-seven  yeai-s  is  the  age  of  the 
Society  :  a  brief  one  it  is  true,  hut  crowded 
with  interest  lor  future  historvi  in  connec- 
tion with  Africa  and  lier  people.  In  1816, 
ininiis;ration  from  Europe  w;is  unfrequent, 
creatini,'  pressure  no  where.  In  1854,  it  rolls 
onward  and  over  like  a  miijhty  wave,  each 
of  whose  culminations  is  higher  than  the 
last  as  it  falls  upon  our  shores.  In  181 G, 
the  ships  of  the  world  were  not  supposed 
to  be  adequate  to  the  task  of  removing  to 
Africi\  the  increase  even  of  our  colored 
population.  In  1853,  the  ordinary  com- 
merce of  our  country  brought  to  us  from 
Europe  half  a  million  of  souls,  exceeding 
by  some  70,1)00  the  total  number  of  our 
free  colored  population.  In  1816.  the  fu- 
ture of  the  latter  was  the  reflection  of  a 
liappy  and  careless  past.  In  1854,  it  is 
dark  and  gloomy  and  unpromising,  with  no 
break  in  the  clouds,  no  lifting  of  the  mist, 
no  lighting  up  of  the  heavens,  save  across 
the  ocean,  and  in  the  direction  of  Liberia. 
In  1816,  Union  in  connection  with  slavery, 
v.'as  never  spoken  of,  because  disunion 
was  not  even  the  shadow  of  a  dream.  In 
1854,  Union  has  become  a  rallying  word, 
a  prayer — ^just  as  the  relation  of  father 
became  holier,  after  the  idea  of  parracide 
had  been  suggested.  In  1816,  coloniza- 
tion was  a  philanthropy,  limited  in  its 
views  and  uncertain  in  its  results.  In 
1854,  it  is  a  political  necessity,  not  polit- 
ical in  the  sense  of  party,  but  as  the  word 
regards  the  happiness  of  man,  the  pernia- 
tience  of  nations,  the  spread  of  knowledge 
itnd  the  advance  of  Christianity.  In  1816, 
colonizationists  were  looked  upon  as  zea- 
lots engaged  in  an  impracticable  scheme. 
In  1854,  the  great  nations  of  the  world  are 
making  treaties  witli  the  workmanship  of 
this  zed,  and  so  paying  homage  to  its 
availability.  In  1816,  from  Cape  Verde  to 
Cape  Pulnias,  thecoastof  Africa  presented  ] 
a  shining  belt  of  sand,  on  which  the  waves  i 
broke  with  thundering  sound,  bathing  the  ' 
roots  almost  of  the  rich  dank  forest  which  | 
waved  its  feathery  crests  of  palm  and  cocoa 
above  the  rolling  waters,  and  sheltered  the  ' 
barracoon  of  the  slaver  from  the  one  cape 


to  the  other.  In  1854,  there  stretches 
along  llie  deep,  the  same  silvery  line,  and 
the  cocoa  and  the  palm  still  wave  their 
foliage  as  landmarks  above  the  horizon  of 
the  forest.  IJut  the  barracoon  is  wanting 
in  the  landscape.  The  squadrons  of  civil- 
ized men  line  the  coast  that  it  may  never 
be  seen  there  more.  Ships  of  all  nations 
are  busy  in  lawful  commerce  :  and  on  the 
shore  there  are  the  .dwellings  of  christian 
men  and  temples  to  the  living  God. 
Lighthouses  guide  the  mariner  from  point 
to  point.  Vessels  are  on  the  stocks — saw 
mills  are  in  operation — printing  presses  are 
at  work, — the  school  master  is  abroad — 
candidates  are  up  for  office — a  legislature 
is  in  session — a  president  sends  in  his  an- 
!  nual  message — a  militia  is  equipped  and 
trained  and  tried — and  above  all — far, — 
high, — away, — above  all, — tliere  is  true 
iVeedom,  religion,  happiness  and  peace;  and 
when,  in  its  turn,  that  the  succession  of 
events  may  be  complete,  the  funeral  pro- 
cession moves  along,  the  dust  that  returns 
to  the  dust,  is  tliat  of  one  who  dying  in- 
voked blessings  upon  those  who  had  built 
up,  for  God  glory,  and  for  tiie  welfare  of 
one  mighty  nation  and  the  enlishtenment 
of  a  continent,  the  Republic  of  Liberia. 

Such  are  the  demonstrations  of  1854, 
compared  with  the  dreamings  of  1816. 
This  is  the  cause  wiiose  anniversary 
we  now  commemorate.  This  is  the  people, 
whom  we  do  most  earnestly  hope  Congress 
may  recognize  as  a  nation  among  the 
nations.  This  is  the  people,  that  we 
would  have  brought  so  near  to  us  by  mails, 
by  opportunities  of  intercourse,  that  the 
transit  eastward  may  be  as  familiar  as  a 
morning  walk.  This  is  the  cause,  and 
this  is  the  people,*tliat  we  would  have 
the  States  of  the  Union  aid  on  their  way 
to  the  fulfilment  of  their  destiny,  and  to 
promote  the  interests  of  which  we  invoke 
the  aid  of  every  man  and  woman  in  Amer- 
ica, who  love  their  country  and  are  willing 
to  co-operate  for  its  glory  and  renown — 
promising,  to  eacli  and  every  one  of  them, 
that  history  shall  tell  of  them  and  theirs 
no  nobler  story,  than  that  which  records 
the  exodus  of  Africa  with  the  religion  and 
civilization  of  America. 
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Address  of  the  Hon.  James  M.  Wayne,  of  Georgia; 

At  the  37i!i  Akkiveusauv,  Januahv  17lIi,  1854. 


Mr.  Presidevt  : 

I  consratulaie  ymi,  sir,  njion  your  posi- 
tion in  this  Siciety,  and  the  Society  iliat 
Vdu  are  its  Pre.sident.  To  siicceeil  such 
men  a.s  Iiave  preceded  you,  is  no  ordinary 
disiinction  ;  but  _\ou,sir,  have  deserved  it 
fioni  your  loiiij  and  unit'n'm  sufipoit  of  tlie 
ohjects  of  this  tJocieiy.  If  tiie  profiriety  of 
tlie  selection  could  be  questioned,  your 
address  this  eveiiinij  would  aive  the  an- 
swer. I  trust,  sir,  liiat  it  will  be  exten- 
sively circulated,  in  connexion  with  all 
other  ii'forniHtion  of  a  like  kind,  which  the 
Society  may  have  in  its  possession.  We 
stdl  have  |)rfju(lices  to  meet  and  to  remove, 
opposition  to  encounter  and  to  subdue,  and 
niuch  to  do  to  put  this  Society  tind  what  it 
has  done  in  a  proper  view  before  this  na- 
tion. It  has  never  had  the  full  ■<yin[ialhy 
of  the  Americin  people,  and  but  little  of 
that  of  the  Federal  Government.  Tiie 
time  has  coyne,  when  both  may  be  won, 
if  a  right  course  shall  be  taken  to  gain 
them  To  do  so,  we  must  use  freely  all 
of  those  aijencies  by  which  public  senti- 
ment may  l)e  arrayed  in  favor  of  a  good 
cause.  Tiie  short-hand  writer,  the  tele- 
graph and  the  press  are  at  our  conimand. 
They  must  be  employed  and  paid,  to  pro- 
mulgiite  whatever  may  be  done  here,  as 
Soon  as  it  is  done,  and  whatever  shall 
happen  in  connexion  with  this  Society,  as 
soon  as  it  is  known.  We  must  do  all  that 
our  predecessors  did,  and  more.  We  can- 
not surpass  them  in  merit,  but  we  may 
equal  them  in  effort.  And  we  can  do 
more,  because  the  world's  ajiprehension 
now,  of  the  rights  of  humanity,  whatever 
may  be  the  color  of  the  man,  or  wherever 
he  may  be  found,  has  removed  many  diffi- 
culties which  were  in  the  way  of  colonizing 
our  free  people  of  color  in  Africa,  when 
this  So-iety  was  formed.  Then  every 
maritime  n  ition  in  Europe,  except  Den- 
mark and  England,  permitted  their  subjects 
to  carry  on  the  slave  trade  from  Africa. 
Tiieir  factories  and  liarracoons  lined  us 
coast,  for  more  tiuin  three  thousand  miles. 
Every  day's  .sun  i'Ose  and  set  upon  the 
sulferiiigs  of  viciiiiis,  added  to  those  of  the 
i!ay  befire.  Now  all  (Jhrisiemiom  de- 
nounces such  a  trade  as  an  odious  crime. 
"From  ireatiesand  conventions  which  have 
been  made  by  the  nations  of  Europe  to 
abandon  it;"  it  ought  henceforth  to  be 
considered  as  interdicted  by  the  interna- 
tional   code  of  Europe  and   America.     It 
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was  this  trade  which  made  the  coloniza- 
tion of  our  free  people  of  color  in  Africa, 
when  this  Society  was  formed,  most  diffi 
cult  and  uncertain.  And  it  would  yet  be 
so,  had  there  been  merely  a  passive  aban- 
donment of  the  tr.ide.  But  it  was  known, 
that  having  been  pursued  for  more  ilian 
two  hundred  years,  it  would  be  unlaw- 
fully continued, — as  it  has  been,  and  is  to 
iliis  day — unless  the  nations  of  Europe 
and  theUni'ed  States  would  actively  inter- 
fere to  enforce  the  prohibition.  It  has 
been  extinguished  upon  the  Liberian  coast 
and  upon  all  of  that  colonized  by  England: 
but  is  still  connived  at  by  most  of  the 
authorities  of  the  other  nations  of  Europe, 
which  have  settlements  upon  the  Western 
Coast  of  Africa.  In  consequence  of  this, 
Europe  is  now  combined  to  give  life  and 
energy  to  their  treaties  upon  this  subject. 
The  squadrons  of  England,  France  and 
the  United  States,  enforce  them.  Severe 
penalties  have  been  legislatively  enacted, 
by  all  the  nations  of  Europe  and  by  our- 
selves, 'to  punish  all  who  shall  be  caught 
engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  or  in  fitting  out 
vessels  ■  for  ihat  purpose  This  state  of 
things  has  shown,  too,  that  a  richer  com- 
merce may  be  had  with  Africa  than  a  slave 
trade.  The  nations  in  the  interior  of  it, 
and  the  tribes  upon  the  coast,  have  also 
found  that  out,  and  must  pursue  it,  if  the 
unlawful  trade  shall  be  extinguished,  as 
neithi-r  Europe  nor  America  will  any  lon- 
ger deal  with  them  for  slave.s.  Besides, 
sir,  that  man  must  be  blind  to  the  impres- 
sions of  Providence,  during  the  last  forty 
yetirs,  upon  the  understandings  of  men, 
if  he  cannot  see,  that  their  tendency  is,  to 
give  to  us  a  more  intelligent  view  of  rij,'ht, 
with  a  disposition  to  support  it,  and  to 
move  our  hearts  with  Iciiuiness  towards  all 
of  the  human  race.  Such  are  some  of  the 
changes  in  the  last  forty  years,  which 
prompt  us  to  be  active  and  earnest  in  our 
efforts  to  advance  the  objects  of  this  Soci- 
ety, and  which  it  had  not  in  its  favor  when 
it  was  formed. 

Our  domestic  condition  now  increases 
our  obligation  to  do  so.  There  are  at  this 
time  in  the  United  States,  tliree  times  the 
n  imber  of  fren  persons  of  color,  that  ile.e 
were  when  the  Society  began  to  colonize 
them  in  Africa.  If  they  are  not  harmless 
as  a  class,  we  know  it  to  be  chiefly  owing 
to  their  necessarily  inferior  social  and  civil 
condition.     They    are    freedmen    without 
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liberty  ;  are  mostly  wiiliont  liie  privileges 
ot  iiistria-iion,  or  tiic  ri^'lit  lo  lahur  tis 
they  jileasf  ;  tniil  can  iicmt  liii;ie  tlial  their 
posterity  here  can  become  more  eiev.iied 
tli.ui  iliomseUos. 

It  is  useless  now  in  speculate  upon  the 
ori»;in  of  tlieir  comJitioii,  f»r  to  s[>ealv  of  llie 
p(»licy  of  iliose  rcstr.iini.s  iindtr  which 
they  uuistnlways  livo  in  the  United  States 
Tuey  are  imposed  more  or  less  in  all  of 
the  States. 

Society  is  natural,  but  ils  orij.itiizalion  is 
uriifi<.-ial  and  adventitious.  It  has  rarely 
111  Its  beirinniiig  been  favorable  »o  equality 
of  condition.  Superiority  of  mind  or  of 
body,  or  lar^jer  posse.ssion  of  what  makes  i 
pro|ierty,  have  divi  led  all  comnumilies  at  | 
first  into  classes.  Tlie  lower  have  served  I 
the  higher  for  sometliiii«;  to  live  upon,  but 
as  Society  advanced  and  labor  became 
more  oppressive,  or  "was  more  wanted, nil 
clas.ses  have  been  wiil:n^  to  lii^hten  its 
burden,  by  the  al'sokiteness  of  domestic 
servitude  ;  if  those  could  be  found  who 
could  be  coerced  to  bear  it.  War,  want, 
crime,  climate,  peace  and  mistaken  views 
of  religion,  have  been  the  pretexts  for  re- 
ducing men  into  slavery.  But  pretexts  as  | 
they  are,  when  slavery  has  become  habit-  | 
ual,  and  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  part  of 
the  policy  of  any  coinmuniiy,  its  safety 
may  not  permit  the  dissolution  of  the  evil 
all  at  once.  Rights  grow  up  under  such  a 
system,  which  cannot  with  justice  be  sud- 
denly taken  away.  All  experience  shows 
that  every  untimely  interference  with  it, 
has  produced  neither  good  lo  the  state,  to 
the  master,  nor  to  the  slave.  When  at- 
tempted by  an  extern;i|  intervention,  out  of 
the  sovereignty  where  it  exists,  it  has 
always  produced  bh")oJslied,  massacre  and 
war.  All  that  a  nation  can  do,  in  which 
there  is  such  a  relation,  is  to  deal  with  it 
kindly,  in  such  a  manner  that  the  integ- 
riiy  of  the  state  may  be  preserved.  Its 
real  duty  is  not  to  penriii  tiny  other  state 
or  authority  lo  interfere  svitti  it. 

But,  sir,  slavery  has  never  existed  in 
ancient  or  modern  times,  nm-  anywhere, 
without  the  allowance  of  partial  emanci|ia- 
tion.  This  makes  another  class,  larger 
ill  number.*,  than  the  relations  upon  a  su- 
perficial view  of  it,  would  Seem  to  admit. 
In  our  own  country,  the  nnmbtr  is  one- 
eighth  of  the  whole  of  our  colored  f)opula- 
tion.  In  the  chapter  of  Roman  civiliza 
lion,  its  legislation  lor  this  cl.iss  is  one  vf 
the  most  curious  and  instructive  in  the  his- 
tory of  man. — It  was  always  ditficult  to 
deal  with,  bul  its  result  was,  that  the 
emancipated    freedmaii,    having    loit    the 


guardiaiisliip  of  his  owner,  became  the 
ward  of  thestatf.  It  ^ave  lo  him  prniec- 
tion  but  noi  citizenship,  exemotion  from 
coerced  labor,  but  only  the  riji'ht  to  labor 
in  fiaiiicular  eniployrneiits.  The  taint  of 
servile  blood,  though  the  freed  men  of 
Rome  were  white  persons,  followed  their 
posterity  to  the  third  and  fourth  geiirra- 
lions.  Their  children  were  called  liber- 
tini,  'heir  grandchildren  ingenues,  tlor- 
ace  was  of  the  latter  class; — and  if  the 
caprice  of  the  aristocracy,  or  of  the  Empe- 
roi",  admitted  some  of  them  at  limes  to  the 
highest  social  intercourse,  the  class  were 
never  permitted  to  enjoy  its  equality  until 
there  was  no  recollei-.lion  of  the  servitude 
of  their  ancestors. 

How  much  more  hopeless  is  the  slate  of 
the  African  freedman  of  the  Unitrd  States. 
They  never  can  become  here,  in  social  life, 
more  than  they  are.  Living,  ns  tliey  do, 
wherever  they  may  live  in  the  Untied 
Stales,  only  by  the  toleration  of  the  States, 
they  can  never  have, wheiever  they  may  be, 
exemjjtion  from  legislative  constraint,  or 
the  benefit  of  those  sanctons  of  muni  ipal 
morality  which  might  otherwise  give  to 
them  purity  as  a  class. 

It  was  ihis  view  of  the  colored  freedman 
of  America  which  led  to  the  formation  of 
this  Society.  Its  first  object  was  to  give 
them  a  home,  where  they  would  be  uiipre- 
judiceil  by  color.  Africa  could  alone  give 
that  security.  There,  it  was  Imped  and 
believed,  that  their  moral  and  iniellectu:il 
capacity  could  be  developed  to  iis  fullest 
extent,  whaiever  that  may  be.  That  they 
would  rear  for  themselves  a  government 
of  law  and  order,  resting  upon  liberty  and 
religion.  That  they  would  teach  to  others 
all  they  had  learned  here,  and  give  to  ihe 
land  of  their  fathers  the  tone  and  the 
huliits  of  christian  civilization. 

Experience  has  shown  that  the  framers 
of  this  Society  were  right  in  their  antici- 
paiions,  as  well  as  in  their  benevolence. 
Acting  then  upon  the  existing  state  of 
things,  and  leaving  the  future  to  that  Provi- 
dence which  guides  us  in  mercy,  the  ob- 
ject of  this  Society  is  to  colonize  ilie  freed 
man  of  color.  It  never  meant  by  its 
a'^ency,  to  malce  any  other  change  in  the 
condition  of  the  colored  man  of  this  coun- 
try. It  has  adhered  to  its  pledges,  and 
to  its  particular  mi-sion.  And  we  are 
here  this  evening  to  tell  you  what  it  has 
done,  and  to  ask  your  co-operation  lo  en- 
able us  lo  do  more.  Our  motives  fordoing 
s  I  are  stronger  than  ihey  were — our  fi  ee 
people  of  color  have  increased,  and  are 
doing  so    every  day.     Their  intelligence 
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is  larger  than  it  was  thirty  years  since  ; 
and  ihis  society  lias  provided  for  llicni  a 
standing  point  in  AtVica,  to  wliich  they 
niav  go,  unap[)reiiensive  ol"  want,  disease, 
or  savage  repulse. 

Every  chance  which  we  have  to  do  good, 
is  a  gift  from  Providence.  Let  us  a^ail 
ourselves  of  this  in  behalf  of  the  free 
colored  jiersons  of  our  country,  li  is  no 
longer  so  much  a  matter  of  choice,  as  it 
is  of  (Uuy.  All  that  is  wanted  is  a  cor- 
responding sympathy.  Information  of 
what  has  been  done  and  what  can  be 
done, -may  produce  it.  We  hope  for  it 
and  do  not  believe  that  the  sympathy  of 
the  American  people  will  be  withiield 
from  this  cause.  We  are  assured,  that 
there  is  in  the  AiTierican  heart  a  responsive 
feeling  for  ."ivery  wrong  and  suffering  of 
liumanity.  Touch  it  ligluly  and  it  will 
yield  liberally.  Approach  it  through  the 
understanding,  and  if  there  shall  be  no 
outward  gush  of  enthusiasm,  there  is  a 
well-spring  in  it  to  quench  the  tiiiist  of  all 
who  are  wandering  in  the  desert,  until 
they  shall  reach  the  promised  land.  (Ap- 
plause.) Our  ignorance  of  what  this  So- 
ciety has  done  would  surprise  me,  if  I 
hud  not  to  express  what  had  been  my 
own,  uniil  my  atiention  was  called  to 
it  by  two  of  my  friends.  One  of  them, 
early  and  for  a  long  time  an  agent  of  this 
Society  in  Africa — and  again  sent  there  as 
an  agent  of  the  i^ederal  Government  to  re- 
port upon  the  condition  of  Liberia,  (the 
Rev.  R.  11.  Gurley) — The  other  my  vener- 
aljle  liiend  now  in  our  view,  who  enjoys  the 
high  ifsnect  and  consideration  of  all  of 
us,  and  whose  virtues  and  integrity  have 
placed  him  above  the  resentments  and  the 
touch  of  party — (Hon.  Elisha  Whittle- 
sey.) (Applause.)  The  successful  reali- 
ties of  Liberian  Colonization  are  but  lit- 
tle known  by  a  large  portion  of  our  coun- 
try, it  is  perliaps  universally  known, 
that  this  Society  has  been  in  operation 
for  more  than  thirty  years.  It  is  also 
known,  that  thousands  of  our  free  people 
of  color  have  been  colonized  in  .Africa — 
but  their  social  and  political  condition  are 
not  generally  understood.  It  is  not 
at  this  day  generally  known  that  the  Col- 
ony 1ms  passed  from  a  colonial  dependen- 
cy to  a  national  Sovereignty.  That  it 
has  been  acknowledged  as  such  by  some 
of  the  largest  powers  in  Europe.  That  it 
has  made  treaties  with  them,  giving  to  this 
African  RepLiblic,  the  protection  of  all  of 
those  international  usages  and  obligations, 
which  regulate  the  intercourse  of  nations. 
Liberia,  sir,  including   the  Marylarid   set- 


tlement at  Cape  Palmas — as  you  liave  just 
told  us,  has  a  sea  coast  of  more  than  three 
hundred  miles — with  an  average  interior 
of  more  than  forty  miles.  And  there  are 
voluntarily  wit I'.in  its  territorial  jurisdiction, 
subject  to  its  control,  more  ihan  two  hun- 
dred thousand  native  Africans.  Liberia 
lias  also  treaties  with  oilier  tribes  further 
in  the  interior,  founded  upon  our  modern 
relations  of  civilization  and  commerce. — 
We  may  reasonably  suppose,  when  they 
have  experienced  their  advantages,  that 
other  tribes  and  nations  more  remote,  will 
seek  for  a  like  concession. 

My  fViend,  iVlr.  Gurley,  says  in  his 
report  to  the  Senate,  that  the  relations  of 
the  Liberiin  government  to  these  African 
tribes,  are  peaceful  and  friendly,  and  i(s 
authority  overthem  salutaryand  benificenl. 
It  has  biinished  the  slave  trade  from  i\U 
of  this  district  of  AfVica,  settled  the  dif- 
ferences which  separated  them,  and  su[)- 
pressed  the  wars  which  have  for  centuiies 
spread  misery  and  desolation  .nmong  them. 
Some  of  their  most  barbarous  supersti- 
tions have  been  interrupted,  if  lliey  are 
not  altogether  eradicated.  Liberia  too 
has  given  them  incentives  to  industry, 
supplied  new  motives  for  trade,  and  in- 
cites them  to  listen  and  become  enriched 
with  the  blessings  of  civilization  and 
Christianity.  I  am  not  sure  that  my 
memory  has  done  justice  to  the  language 
of  the  report,  but  1  am,  that  it  has  not 
been  exaggerated.  Liberia  has  also  a 
political  organization  which  cannot  fail  to 
excite  the  sympathies  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. Its  consiitution,  as  a  Slate  paper,  is 
not  inferior  to  that  of  any  other  peofile  who 
have  asserted  their  national  sovereignty 
in  the  last  century.  Its  statement  of  the 
causes  which  had  induced  them  to  a.-=sume 
such  a  position,  are  truthful  and  manly. 
it  has  all  the  forbearance  of  christian  hu- 
mility, with  the  hopes  and  strength  of 
christian  confidence.  And  its  final  ap- 
peal "in  the  name  of  humanity  and  vir- 
tue, and  religion — in  the  name  of  the 
Great  God,  our  common  creator  and  com- 
mon judge;  for  the  sympathy  of  the  na- 
tions of  Christendom,  to  which  the  pecu- 
liarities of  their  condition  entitle  them" — 
brings  at  once  this  response  from  our  hearts 
that  God  has  made  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  of  one  flesh.  Their  government 
too  nas  been  administered  by  themselves  for 
more  than  six  years  with  discretion,  and 
with  enlarged  views  of  the  obligations 
cast  upon  Liberia  from  its  position. — 
Now  the  ships  of  all  nations  are  found 
in  its  haibors,  receiving  in  return   for  the 
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goods  wliicli  llipy  linve  carried,  Afiioiin  ' 
{inducts  u  liicli  tlietirisHiid  iiiaiiiil':tcU<rt-S(  f 
iitodciii  tunes  cnniiut  do  \\iilii'iii.  iSor 
imist  ii  be  iliuiijjiil  iluit  Libei  la  lius  Lie- 
C'lu.c  wliiii  ills,  wiilumi  luiviiigcncouijieitd 
all  lliose  penis  and  ^;ufitlillgs  w  Inch  liave 
iiniloimly  nuukcd  ilie  colonization  of  a 
t!avii{;e  coa.st.  I'mii  your  ineniories  lo 
the  land  where  the  war  wl)oo|is  and 
tomahawk  of  the  Indian  were  met  by  the 
stern  resolve  ol"  the  first  settlers  of  our 
own  coast,  and  you  liave  the  renewal  of 
the  same  savage  wars  in  Liheria.  Were 
it  my  jirivileije  lo  speak  to-night  the  eulo- 
gies of  individuals,  or  of  the  iriuniidis  of 
hattles,  enough  could  be  told  to  exciie 
your  sur|)ri.se  and  sympathy,  for  the  un- 
surpassed christian  devotion  and  heroism  of 
I  .e  men,  who  ^uliered  all  and  hist  ail, 
to  estai'lish    this  new  Christian  Republic. 

S;ilt  with  all  the  advantages  of  Liberia, 
and  Its  entire  fitness  lor  all  our  free  people 
of  color,  Its  lesources  are  not  sutlicient 
for  the  support  of  its  government  ;  and 
for  It  at  the  same  lime,  to  act  efficiently 
in  maintaining  her  position  in  relation  lo 
much  of  Afiica,  nearest  to  it.  If  trade 
shall  strengthen  it,  it  will  be  remembered 
that  the  savage  nations  about  them  will 
receive  from  the  same  source  every  nuint- 
ment  of  war.  It  needs  a  large  po|)ulaLion 
of  tiie  samecnsi,  color  and  training  with 
themselves  to  meet  such  an  event,  and  to 
aid  in  opening  the  riches  of  her  soil. — 
They  can  only  be  found  here.  She  needs 
them  al~o  to  aid  in  extending  :.er  christi.m 
influence,  and  to  supjiress  the  slave  trade 
upon  ilie  coast,  cotermino:  s  with  her 
own.  In  such  a  cause,  individuals  may 
do  much  to  aid  this  Society  in  sending  to 
Liberia  that  portion  of  our  free  people  of 
calor  who  aie  willing  to  emigrate.  But 
we  should  do  more.  It  is  our  duty  to  act 
together,  until  we  have  aroused  a  public 
opinion — strong  enough,  to  induce  the 
legislative  power  of  the  Federal  Govern- 1 
nient,  to  give  its  aid  in  colonizing  our 
free  people  of  color  in  Africa.  | 

i^o  combination  is  necessary  in  such  a  ; 
cause,  but  a  sense  of  \\  hat  is  right,  and 
what  the  interests  of  the  Uinted  tstatts 
require.  We  need  no  party  interference 
or  league,  and  should  i  t-ject  iliem  ;  for  the 
men  of  all  parlies  in  our  counii-y  have  the 
same  impulses  of  liumaiiity.  But  it  is 
true  that  the  human  Jitart  dues  not  readi- 
ly yield  to  its  mure  generous  propensities  : 
and  us  inditierence  lo  all  that  does  not 
immediately  concern  ourselves  must  be 
overcome  by  persuasion  and  kind  rtmon- 
slraxice,  before  it  will  act  to  remove  an  ex- 


isting evil  or  to  redress  a  pulilic  wrong. — 
Re\oluiioiis  move  with  a  quick  sie:i-  re- 
liirniation  with  a  slow  foot.  Still,  ii  there 
be  a  real  cause  of  relVirinatinn,  us  march 
will  be  sure.  So  it  has  lieen  in  all  cases, 
where  the  aid  of  Government  has  been 
asked  for  a  gOod  cause,  not  immediately 
connected  with  its  pihtical  adniinislia- 
tion.  In  such  instances,  there  must  be 
co-operalion  to  obtain  it.  A  single  per- 
son has  often  produced  it.  IS'ay,  have 
not  all  the  reformations  of  our  own,  and 
of  other  days,  began  with  some  one  in- 
dividual, who  perceiving  that  one  was 
wanted,  did  not  shrink  from  attempting 
its  accomplishment.  Infusing  his  own 
spirit  into  other.*,  they  became  a  part  of 
himself,  and  al'terwards  moved  as  a  mnss, 
making  a  public  ojimion  in  favor  of  his 
cause,  where  there  was  none  before  — 
Need  I  remind  you  that  the  first  moveine'it 
ill  the  British  Parliament  for  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade,  was  owinj;;  to  the  be- 
nevolent, bold  and  persevering  efforts  and 
remonstrances  of  Clarkson.  Though 
his  King  and  ihe  avarice  of  a  long  es- 
■.ablished  trade  were  airainsi  him,  he  sub- 
dued both  unto  humanity.  Was  not  the 
heart  of  all  Kurooe  hardened  against  the 
sullerings  of  prisoners  until  the  |i|i;l.iiithro- 
py  of  Howard  sottentd  it  into  commis. 
serrition.  And  do  we  not  see  in  our  own 
country  hospitals  and  a.sylums  for  sufifei- 
ing  huma>uiy  reared  by  Government, 
from  the  iiersuasive  instigations  of  a 
female,  who  womanly  as  she  is,  is  stionger 
ill  her  purpose.*  of  benevolence  than  anyone 
of  us  -Miss  Uix.  (Applause.)  I  have  said 
thaiiheaid  of  the  Federal  Government  must 
be  sought.  Foriunaiely  it  can  be  consti- 
tutionally given,  and  our  national  interests 
coincide  with  its  power.  But  I  pray  you 
in  advance,  if  in  the  discussion  of  this 
point,  some  things  may  be  said  which  have 
the  ai'pearance  of  being  political,  not  to 
suppose  they  are  meant  to  be  so.  I  am 
incapable  of  doing  so  at  this  time,  and 
at  this  place. 

The  consitutional  power  of  our  Federal 
Government  to  aid  in  colonizing  our  fiee 
people  of  color,  rests  ujion  the  conncNion 
which  the  States  of  the  Union  have  had 
with  slavery  bef  ne  and  since  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.  It  began  in  our 
colonial  coiidiiion:  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  them  fiom  Africa,  having  been  a 
part  of  the  policy  of  the  mother  country. 
When  the  Revolutionary  war  bega  i, 
slavery  existed  in  every  State,  and  slaves 
wtve  coiisidered  and  used  by  all  of  them 
.TS  property.     They  descended  by  inherit- 
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mice  as  lliey  do  now  where  slavery  con- 
liiiii'«;  anil  were  tiai'sfernljle  a!  ihewiil 
oi"  ilnii-  owi:er.s  b}'  pdrciitise  arid  sale, 
wiiliiiiu  iiiiv  liiiiil  iiain  as  t.)  tl:e  maiinei' 
of'  saie.  There  was  however  this  dilFer- 
ence  in  ihe  condnion  of  the  sta'es.  in 
smue  ofiheni  an  early  cessation  of  slavery 
was  aniiei|)aled.  in  the  larger  nuiiiher  it 
was  certain  that  it  v,-ould  continue  for  a 
kinder  time.  This  diiierence  liowever  liad 
no  influence  upon  the  proceedings  of  tlie 
Congress  of  the  colonies,  but  some  feel- 
ing was  excited,  when  it  prohibited  the 
imporiation  of  slave.s.  Kot  tliat  under 
the  ciicumstances,  it  was  not  thought 
proper,  but  it  was  considered  by  some  of 
tlie  delejjates  as  iiaving  been  prematurely 
done,  with  the  intention  tc  introduce  it 
into  the  articles  of  cont'ederation  ;  which  j 
Congress  designed  if>foimas  sooii  as  iliej 
Declaration  of  ind;j>endence  shi'.uU]  be 
made.  But  every  diiierence  tlien  yielded  to 
the  exigency  of  tiie  times.  All  knew,  that 
without  the  union  of  alt  the  colonies,  that  j 
independence  could  not  be  won.  Our  in-  j 
dependence  was  declared  and  the  articles  of  [ 
confederation  wei-e  formed,  without  any 
clause  relatin:;:  to  the  powers  of  the  States  | 
concerning  slaverv,  but  in  tlie  general  ad- 
mitting i;s  existence  in  the  tstates  In  j 
the  mean  time,  between  the  acceptance  of 
the  ariicles  of  con  federation  and  the  ac-  : 
Knowled'iment  of  onr  Independence, 
Congress  had  acquired  for  tlie  United 
States,  l)y  cession  from  the  Slates,  the 
nor'liwesiern  territory.  It  had  been  : 
resolved  bv  Congress  as  early  as  sev- 
enteen hundred  and  eighty,  that  such 
relinquishments  of  lands  by  the  States 
should  be  disposed  of  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  the  United  States,  and 
should  be  formed  into  Republican  States, 
to  become  States  of  the  Onion,  with  the 
rights  of  sovereignty.  In  a  little  more 
than  three  years  after  peace  had  been 
made,  Congress  passed  an  ordinance  for 
the' government  of  that  territory.  Then 
for  tlie  second  time,  the  suliject  of  slavei-y 
was  brougiu  into  political  discussion  ;  bu.t 
not  with  the  angiy  feelings  which  have 
since  been  manifested.  On  the  contrary, 
moderation,  forbearance  and  a  proper  view 
of  the  existence  of  slavei'y  among  us, 
gave  the  first  "■real  triunipli  to  our  national 
humanity.  I'wo  stipulations  were  made 
in  ihat  ordinance:  the  larger,  that  neither 
slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  should 
exist  in  the  territory.  Tlie  lesser : — 
"  Provided  always,  that  any  person  es- 
caping iiit-o  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or 
service  is  lawfully  ".laimed,  in  any  one  of 


the  original  States,  such  fiij;itive  may  i)e 
laufuliy  reclaimed  and  cuiivc-yed  t,)  the 
person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service 
as  aforesaid. "  'I'iiis  wa.s  the  (u-i-iiial  of 
that  clause  in  our  present  con.siiiuiioii 
to  the  same  el]ei'.t.  [n  less  than  two 
years  afterward,  the  convention  was  called 
to  fiame  that  constitution.  Slavery  be- 
came again  the  subject  of  discussion,  and 
it  was  essential  tiiat  some  (•ompr(miise 
should  be  made  with  the  consent  of  all 
the  States,  before  our  U'ni(m,  ;is  it  is, 
could  be  lormed.  VVjiat  was  it.'  It  was 
the  incorporation  into  the  CmistiLiition  of 
the  fugitive  clause  from  the  ordinance,  with 
a  still  greater  triumph  of  humanity,  that 
the  Congress  of  ihe  United  States  "should 
have  the  [>()wer  wiihm  n  given  time  to 
prohibit  the  African  slave  trade.  T.ds 
of  course  was  a  limitaiiou  upon  the  in- 
crease of  slaves  in  the  United  Slates.  Tue 
lesser  [irovision  was  satisfactory  to  ail, 
particularly  to  the  Stales  most  interested 
in  Its  execution.  And  there  was  mio  h-ir- 
moniv.us  hymn  of  thanki'ulness  through- 
out our  country,  th;a  our  nation  had  t)een 
the  first  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  to 
provide  fur  the  extinguishment  of  the 
greatest  curse  that  man  had  ever  inflicted 
upon  his  fellow  man.  Boih  of  th^se 
clauses  of  the  Constitution  were  meant  to 
be  grants  of  legislanve  power.  They 
have  always  been  arted  u[iini  as  such. — 
At  iii.'-t  and  f(U-  more  than  thirty  years  id- 
ways  m  harmony,  or  wuh(Uit  jiroducmg 
excitement  of  any  kind,  in  seventeen 
lumdred  and  ninety-three — a^  soon  after 
the  legislative  oriianizatHui  undir  the  new 
Constituti  )n  iiad  i;een  enacted  as  it  could 
be  done,  Congress  acted  upon  the  lesser 
clause  Concerning  fugitives  from  Itiljor. 
It  comprehended  the  States  and  territories 
ill  the  iKH-th  west  or  south  of  ih*-  River 
Ohio  also.  In  the  ne.Kt  Congress,  u.  der 
the  larger  clause  relating  to  the  laigratioii 
or  impnrtation  of  such  persons  as  any  of 
liie  States  themselves  shall  liiink  proper 
to  admit;  an  act  Vv'as  passed  prohibiting 
tiie  slave  trade  from  beiiii;-  carried  on  from 
the  United  States,  to  .uiy  foieign  place 
or  countrf — also  prohibiting  Ameriiin 
ships  from  transporiing  slaves  from  for- 
eign places,  to  other  foreign  piirts.  Tiie 
ship  was  to  be  I'orfeited,  and  those  i;on- 
ceriied  ill  giving  a  vessel  such  a  destina- 
tion were  subjected  to  lieavy  pecuniary 
penalties.  In  eighieen  hundred,  a  iviore 
efficient  law  was  passed,  itproliibiied  our 
citizens,  and  all  other  persons  residing  in 
the  country  wlio  were  not  so,  from  Indding 
any  projierty  in  ti  vessel  which  wa.s  to  be 
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cmplovfd   ii)    ilie   tran-poita'ion   of  sliives 

I'loiii  en-   '■ i>il   l'>   iiiinilit-r  !V)ii.-i^ii 

p)H.      .\  (IS,  nor  other  |iei-soi)s 

residinu'    •  ntrtl   Suitt-s,    could   lie 

emitloyetl  on  iitiMid  siicli  vessels.  Tliey 
were  made  li.iUle  to  cn|>iure  l)y  miy  com- 
missi, nu-d  ves-el  of  the  Uniieil  St.ites. 
Tlii-ii  M  ei';liit't-ii  liiindred  and  llirce,  some 
of  the  ^latts  liaviny;  by  that  time  declared 
tliat  slives  sliould  iif>l  be  brouiilit  into 
thcMi,  (.'onj^res<  passed  an  act  to  aid  in  eii- 
foromi;  the  |>rohil>iiion.  Finally  the  act  of 
eii;literii  Imndred  and  seven  was  passed, 
pr.'Uiui!  n;:  the  importation  of  slaves 
lilt  .  i[\c  United  Slates.  Thus  corsiim- 
matih,'  iliose  i,'reat  purposes  of  liumanity  ; 
wli'ih  the  Consiiiiition  was  meant  to 
aciuiiii.'iMli  and  guard — all  Jiappeiiinq; 
undrr  ili'ise  compromises  in  the  Consii- 
tuiion  rel  uiiiij  to  slavery  :  just  as  it 
was  anticipated  they  would  do,  and 
us  those  who  framed  ilie  Consiitiition, 
and  as  ihe  people  who  ratified  it, 
m^uit  they  should  do.  My  narrative 
of  the  ciinnexion  of  tlie  Federal  Govern- 
ni-iu  with  slavery  is  not  yet  done.  I 
wi'l  now  shov/  what  its  practice  has 
been  under  thai  clause  of  the  Constitution 
proliibitiiig  the  im()oriaU:>n  of  slaves, 
iVom  which  we  may  giUher  its  power  and 
Its  olp!:ir  iiioii  to  aid  in  the  removal  of  our 
free  people  of  c  dor  from  the  United 
States. 

Ei^hi  years  after  the  date  of  the  aci, 
wli.'h  put  an  end  to  the  importation  of 
s'aMs,  We  iii'd  passed  throu2;li  our  second 
w  ir  with  Eiulaiid.  In  the  lOili  Arti-le 
of  ihe  ireaiy  of  ptace,  we  find  the  slave 
trade  denounced  as  irroconcil  ib'e  witli  liie 
pii.'.i  ir.ks  of  liumanity  and  justice;  and 
boili  ii.iiions  coii!ri>ciin'.r  to  use  their  eli'oris 
to  '    i  iti<iii.     1  do  not 

ki  -   thiiilc  aiifut  it  : 

1  il  ;,  ..    ;      .1  ii^,'ht  :  hut  I  have 

s'.  iii^ljt,    Willi    Ihe    glories    of 

til  Ml    our    iKitioiial  escut'^heon, 

ill  proi.il  <  uiiipaiiionship  witii  tliose  nf  the 
Revoliiinui,  that  such  a  tribute  lo  lui- 
m  iiiiiy  was  Worth  to  both  nations  all  the 
cost  of  Ihe  war.  (  Ajiphiuse.)  The  Uni- 
ieil S  ates,  true  to  the  obli;^atif>n  imposed 
Lv  that  tre.-.ty,  passed  an  act  in  addition 
to  tile  acis  prulii'iiTi.i:'  tie  slave  tiade  ; 
ni..l    anotlinr  v     for    our 

p.iiizejis  to  1  I  I;   i^  to  the 

first  of  iliest;  !\io  ..'!.-;  ii  v.  ;  •  h  1  wish  to 
cull  your  attention  :  Because  it  discloses 
liow  the  powers  to  reiinlate  commeice  and 
to  prevent  liie  impoi  laiir.n  of  slaves  into 
the  Uiiiicd  States,  liave  lieen  exercised  by 
Contrress.       It    showR    further    that     the 


I  Federal  Government  has  already  colonized 
I  .-Vfricaiis  111  Africa,  and  that  it  miy,  if  our 
I  commerce  can  be  atlvanced  by  doing  so, 
I  aid  in  the  colonization  of  our  free  people 
1  of  color.  That  act  declares,  liiat  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  Slates,  may 
he  enifiloyed  to  enforce  the  ncis  of  Con- 
gress which  prohibit  tlie  slave  trade,  and 
It  authorises  the  President  to  make  ar- 
rangements to  remove  beyond  the  limits 
of  ihe  United  States  all  negroes  and  per- 
sons of  color,  who  may  be  brought  into 
tiie  United  States  ;  and  that  he  may  ap- 
point agents  to  reside  in  Africa  to  receive 
there  such  persons.  And  one  hniidieJ 
thousand  dollars  wore  ajipropriiited  to  car- 
ry the  law  into  elfeci.  Under  this  act  the 
President  appointed  agents  for  its  pur- 
poses, sent  laborers  lo  jirepare  for  the  re- 
ception of  such  Africans  as  niiirht  be 
I  berated  from  American  slave  shins  ; 
cliiiriered  a  shij)  to  carry  them  to  Af- 
rica, o!i  lioard  of  which  the  first  cohm- 
ists  of  the  Society  went,  accompanied  I  y 
a  ship  of  war,  commissioned  for  that  piu- 
pose. — Ami  under  the  act  the  govern- 
ment has  done  the  same  in  other  cases. 
England  no  less  sincere,  lias  kept  her 
faith,  at  a  cost  wliicli  the  finances  of  no 
oilier  nation  could  have  borne.  i\o  vul- 
gar views  of  interest  prompied  the  action 
of  either  nation.  It  was  a  great  and  posi- 
tive illustration  of  the  age.  iiow  Christiani- 
ty influenced  the  practices  of  nations  as 
well  as  the  consciei.ces  of  individuals  — 
And  if  its  purifying  efficacy  was  not  suf- 
ficient, when  it  put  an  end  to  white  slavery 
in  Europe,  to  prevent  African  slavery 
from  succeeding  it,  it  can  only  be  ac- 
counted lor  from  the  fact,  that  but  a  short 
time  before  the  manner's  com|)iiss  "  iiad 
opened  the  uiiiveisp,"  and  given  to  Eu- 
ro|ie  a  new  continent  for  its  enterprise. — 
All  of  us  know,  that  the  discovery  of 
America  corrupted  at  first  the  Uesires  and 
the  habits  of  Eurojie:  and  that  in  the 
e;igerncss  of  its  natives  to  possess  its 
mines  and  work  its  lands,  that  all  of  them 
compromised  their  consciences,  by  adopt- 
ing the  old  Greek  and  lioman  barbarism, 
tlia'  barliarians  migiit  be  enslaved. 

Contrast  the  condition  of  the  world 
now,  with  what  it  was  when  England  and 
the  (jnited  Stales  made  their  treaty  lo  use 
liieir  elforis  to  jvui  down  the  slave  trade. 
Then  every  maritime  nation  in  Europe 
sanciioned  and  pursued  it.  Now  it  has 
been  abandoned  by  all  of  tliem,  tinder  the 
influence  and  under  the  example  of  Eng- 
land and  the  United  States.  Both  nations 
■  have   kept   the   object  constantly   in  view. 
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I"  nur  last  treaty  witli  En^'land — lamiliarly 
known  as  the  Welxsier-Asliburlon  treat}' ; 
belli  nations  have  stipulated  ta  employ  [lor- 
tions  of  their  naval  [Marine  on  the  coast  of 
,  Afiiia,  to  capture  vessels  unlawfully  en^ag'- 
ed  in  the  slave  trade:  and  further,  lliey  bind 
theniseUes  to  remonstrate  against  iis  con- 
tinuanre  by  any  tuition  then  permitting 
it.  France  has  since  made  a  like  treaty 
with  Englatul.  Indeed  the  United  Slates  has 
a' ways  readily  met  every  direct  proposal 
for  the  aboiiiion  of  the  slave  trade.  Our 
refn.^al  t(j  give  a  right  of  search  of  our 
ships  upon  the  ocean  for  that  purpose, 
stands  upon  diiferent  grounds.  We  did 
not  do  so,  because  v^e  were  unwilling  tluit 
a  strict  right  of  war  sliould  be  convened 
into  a  pi'uctice  in  peace.  Because  such  a 
n^lit  in  peace  could  ii^jt  be  given  without 
its  heing  unequal  m  iis  execution  between 
the  nations  conceding  it,  as  the  lai-ger 
nation  would  more  frequently  interrupt 
the  coniuicrce  of  tlie  lesser;  and  because 
such  a  practice  in  peace  wou!d  be  likely 
to  lead  Id  war.  Such  has  been  the 
couise  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
suppress  the  slave  trade,  without  its 
constitutionality  having  lieen  questioned. 
What  shall  be  the  next  step  in  the 
march  of  our  natiojial  humanity.''  It 
slioidd  be  to  adopt  any  additional  means 
which  give  the  strongest  promise,  to  ac- 
compli,--h  the  hitheito  unexecuted  pur- 
pose. Let  ilie  naiiiuialit}'  of  Liberia  be 
acknowledged.  It  does  not  imply  unre- 
strained intercourse,  'i'liat  may  be  regu- 
lated by  treaty,  subordi  ately  to  the  dif- 
fering condition  and  interests  of  the  States. 
It  has  been  shown  that  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment has  cnlonizeil  slaves  in  Afr.ca, 
under  its  power  to  regulate  commerce,  aiitl 
its  jiower  to  prevent  importation  of  shues 
The  statute  under  which  it  was  done  is 
still  unrefieaied.  Jt  may  then  be  done 
again.  Its  obligation  implies  that  the 
way-!  and  means  for  discharging  it,  may 
be  any  which  the  expediency  of  such  an 
occasion  may  require.  We  may  unite 
\vh]\  Liberia  as  we  liave  dime  with  Eng- 
land to  extinguish  the  slave  trade.  We 
may  have  an  agent  there  for  the  extension 
of  our  commerce  with  Africa.  Or  we 
may  purchase  territory  there  and  colonize 
it  with  the  same  view,  and  strengthen  it 
by  sending  such  of  our  Wee  people  of 
color  as  may  be  willing  to  emigrate  ; 
whether  tiu-y  liave  become  so  under  the 
influences  of  this  Society  or  otherwise. 
Tnere  is  no  indirection  in  the  suggestions 
which  have  been  made.  All  of  them 
have    the    sanction    of  those  men    of  the 


early  days  of  this  Reriublic,  to  wlnmi  we 
still  look  as  guides  to  direct  us  as  to 
what  the  Constituliou  forbids  or  idlow-:. 

Mr.  .lelTerson,  as  early  <is  eighteen  luiii- 
di-ed  and  one,  expressed  vievvs  upcui  tin.-? 
subject,  from  which  I  will  repeat  extracts 
in  his  own  words.  The  House  of  Dele- 
gates of  Virginia  in  1<S00,  requested  its 
Governor,  then  Mr.  INJunroe,  to  correspond 
with  the  President  of  the  Uniied  States 
cm  the  subject  of  purchasing  lands  with- 
ou'  the  limits  of  the  United  Slates,  whither 
persons  obnoxious  lo  the  laws,  or  danger- 
ous to  the  peace  of  society,  may  be  remov- 
ed. 

Mr.  .Teffersmijthen  the  President  of  iheU. 
States, m  his  letter  in  reply  to  Mr.  Mum-oe's 
communicating  the  resoluiion,  approvesthe 
object  fif  it,  and  says  :  "  I'he  plan  of 
relegation  may  lie  e\ecuted  with  the  ajd^ 
of  tlie  Federal  Executive."  iVlr.  Mun- 
roe  sent  his  letter  to  the  Genei'al  Assem- 
bly, but  being  doubtful  as  Mv.  Jelferson 
was,  what  persons  were  contemplated  iiy 
ihe  resolution,  he  asl;s  the  Legislature  lo 
be  more  precise  in  that  particular.  [lis 
language  is,  "  It  remains  therefore,  I'or 
ihe  General  Assembly  to  explain  nnu'e 
fully  the  descri|ition  of  [lersons  who  are 
to  lie  transported,'"  Ii  answers,  that  the 
Governor  be  letjuested  to  corres|)imd  with 
the  Piesideut  of  the  United  Stales,  fur  the 
pur|iose  of  obtaining  a  [dace  wiilumt  the 
limiis  of  the  same,  to  which  sack  frte 
negroes  and  niiilallcis,  and  suck  of  tliein  «s 
muij  he  emaiicipulcd,  may  be  sent  (Ji- choose 
to  remove  as  a  place  ofasylum;  and  that  it 
was  not  the  wish  of  the  Legisialure  to 
obtain  the  sovereignty  f)t  ihe  [dace.  Thus 
matters  stood,  until  1804,  when  Mr.  Jef- 
tVisoii  resumed  the  subjecjt  oi'  the  i-es(du- 
ti(m  of  1800  and  1804.  In  a  letter  to  Gov- 
ernor Page,  lie  says,  I  lia\'C  it  not  in  my 
power  to  say  that  any  cliauge  of  circum- 
stances has  taken  filace  which  enables  me 
yet  to  propose  any  specific  Asylum  for 
the  |iersons  who  are  the  suljects  of  our 
;  correspondei'ice.  I  beg  you  to  be  assured 
j  that  having  the  object  of  the  House  of 
I  Delegates  sincerely  at  heart,  I  will  liecp 
it  under  mV  constant  attention,  and  omit 
!  no  occasion  which  may  occur  to  give  it 
I  eifl'ecl— as  Mr.  Jell'ersin'i  had  slated  in  his 
I  letter  that  there  wcve  olijeotions  to  tl-.e 
j  places  to  which  his  mind  had  been  directed 
'  for  the  asylum  ;  wiih  a  su:r2:<siion  thai  it 
miglit  be  made- in  the  remote  parts  of 
Louisiana.  The  Geneial  As.-emdy  ()assed 
another  resolution,  instructing  its  Senators 
in  Congress  and  requesting  that  i's  llep- 
resentalivcs  do  exert  tlu-ir  best  elforts  for 
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the  i.itrtHisi»  i>f  r.lxaininn;  froni  tlie  Gene-  ' 
r.i!  '  iijieieiii  [iiriioji  (if  ilie 

tf  Ml,  (I)  he  the  lesuleiii'e 

"'1  liir  MS   liiive    bt-eii,  or 

^^.  d  ill  Viiirinin,  or  nuiy 

I;  .'ii;fi<iiis  1(1  the  imlilic 

,   ui   1811,  Mr.  .lellVr- 
iViirii  ;i  )iriv;itt-  iRT.s'lii 
a  ".>iiiiiiii  UjiiMi  the 

(II .  Mi;   ;\    coliKiy  Cill 

(li-  ..i;c;i.      Ill    his  iin- 

s\'.  an   !ii'i;iiiiiit   of  his  nlTiciul 

a'  .    u  rL's..!\es  of  ihe  Virginia 

L',..  .  i.ie.  He  SHVs  th>U  he  Imil  jiro- 
l>..-ii|  >n-rr.i  Lt-diie,  and  if  tliat  cfulil  not 
be  oi  [  M.eil.  some  of  the  Portuirtie.-;e  pos- 
sesNuuis  ill  .S  iiiili  AiiieriiM,  e.Ki.rcssi.i^  it 
Imwevtr  as  his  opinion  tlidt  Afiica  was 
preferai>le.  Me  Itiither  slates,  tiiat  lie 
had  wiU'.eii  1(1  iHir  Minister  in  London, 
Mr  K'.nu,  «'  to  endeavor  to  nes;oii.iie  with 
ihr  >  ffn  Leone  company  to  receive  sudi 
oi'  tiit-.-f  [le.ipie  as  niii;ht  be  (Unionized 
thither."  Fori  her,  tliai  the  effort  which 
I..-  i!  made  wiili  Poru!2;al  to  ol)iain  an 
lieiit  troin  tliem,  proved  also  . 
And  in  reply  to  the  question,  • 
•.v.,i.!.'.i'  he  would  use  liis  endeivors  to 
pr'icure  smii  an  estiihlishment,  lie  says, 
"  (;.i  i.iiniy  I  .shall  he  willing  lo  do  anv 
tl:iii,-  I  can  lo  irive  it  ell'ect  and  safety," 
aiiil  .  -  ,in,  ^' lliitl  nvili'uf^  h  more  to  be 
iri-lii,^  Ih'in  tliiil  llic  Uiiihtl  bhU'S  ti-oiiUt 
ll:r,i.\r li-'i.,  Kill/  yStiLe  In  make,  such  (in  e'^lah- 
/i./,r  (/.-I  l:e  (■■,1-t  rfjf,;cu.''  He  adds.  ' 
'•I'l'-i'-  Mj  iii.;i\e.s  of  hiinia'iity,  the 
ci.i  '  f  s  to  he  (li  rived   tV'iin 

II  I  ./eiijies. "     -Mr.  .Mnii- 

r  • f  (he    views    of  Mr 

.Icii  •  .-'Ml.     .Mr.   .M  idison   entertained    the 

:  :■    :.        '  expressed    liiniself  in 

'I  ofonrfree  people  of 

rriily    of  a    national 

1    111  ,'iit   "lie    the    names    of  ' 

f  our  di.siimfiiisiieil    men  of  thai 

I   l•^:,  .  V-   il    ii,.  sa'ne   (i|iiiiiiins 

a'  •  Socieiy  siilise- 

i;ii  '  ss   for  ...ti,  liie 

c,  siibject  was  re- 

l\-i  Inn."    Was    more 

<1.  loiiary  re- 

.•-'•  to  provide 

I'.i.  peop'e    of 

CO  wi.      .'  ive  passeil 

ri-.'    ii'.i.  '  d'tif  liv 

II,-     Ui  ; 

■]e,,    ,.- 

sl.ite  tiic  .M'l;  ■•  r.  V.  I'll  i  ;-■",•  ■.  :  ■.\'.i,\ii 
•  •}'  iliioi  huve  dime  so.  Whv  liicn  mav 
it  not  he  done,  and  be  be:ter  dm;e,  iiirdiii,'!i 
i;.e  agency  of  Liberia  and  of  this  Society 


tliiin  any  other  way.  The  Kitnntion  of 
the  first,  and  of  ihis  .Society,  recommend 
them.  Lilierla  has  liccome  what  it  is, 
from  the  eirmis  of  tliis  Society.  It  now 
rejoiee.s,  contidenily  believing'  ihepros;>ect 
to  be  cheerimr,  thai  it  li.is  given  to  Africa, 
througli  the  insirnm»'ni;ility  of  our  free 
people  of  c'llm-,  all  the  udvantaires  of  our 
entire  civiliz  aiim,  with  our  cliristian  be- 
lief and  our  cliristian  life.  .Should  the 
christian  world  view  Ci.riecily,  all  that 
this  Society  has  done,  and  what  Liberia  is, 
it  will  not  fall  to  make  it  the  chief  point 
for  Its  fnitire  missionary  elforts  for  .Africa. 
No  one  do.ibi.s  the  constiiiitional  right  of 
our  Natimial  Government  to  colonize 
either  a  newly  discovered  country  where 
siicli  a  discovery  h.ns  been  made  by  our  own 
ships,  commerciiil  or  military.  Or  that  it 
nitiy  purchase  territory  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. 

It  may  do  so  by  a  direct  purchase  and 
transfer,  under  tiie  fo'-m  of  treaty.  It 
may  be  done  under  the  war  power,  by 
treaty,  in  anticipation  id"  what  our  naiio"al 
defences  may  su^;;est  lo  be  iwoper,  or  we 
m.iy  lake  territory  as  oneof  tlie  incideii's  of 
successful  war.  It  may  do  so,  under  ihe 
power  lo  regulate  commerce.  And  there 
is  a  great  constiiun(nuil  conservative  obli- 
gation Upon  ihe  Naiional  Gnveriimeiii  to 
remove  a  naiional  evil,  when  it  pre.sses 
ipon  the  ireneral  welt'are  of  the  Unied 
Si'ites,  and  when  it  can  be  done  with- 
out inierfering  with  the  rights  of  private 
property,  or  wi  h  those  insiitiitions  al- 
lowed by  the  stales,  and  which  were 
meant  to  be  guarded  by  tiie  constituti  ni 
iif  the  United  States.  That  conserv- 
ative obligation  wdl  be  faind  in  liie 
first  clause  of  the  eisliih  section  of  the 
tirsi  article  of  the  Constiluiioii.  It  is, 
'•the  CoiiL'ress  shall  have  power  to  lay, 
and  collect  laxes.  duties,  imports,  and 
excises,  to  pay  the  debts  and  to  jiro- 
vide  for  the  cianmon  defence  and  g^^neral 
Welfare  of  the  United  States."  In  this 
1  sn-j'^-est  no  new  or  loose  inierprelaiion  of 
the  Cnistitiition.  I  reject,  myself,  the  em- 
plo'/ment  of  a  I  meai's,  which  are  not  essen- 
tial to  tlie  c>;ecntion  of  a  snlistantnely 
granted  power,  in  tiie  Cnnsntuiion.  That 
no  meins  shall  be  legi.-laiively  used  to  en- 
for.e  a  graiil  of  jiower  in  the  Constiuuion, 
which  do  'not  concur  with  ihe  intent  of 
the  power  and  witli  t!ie  extent  of  the 
oliligaiion  which  it  imjJO.«es.  And  that 
c-uch  inleo!  and  extent  may  only  be  iii- 
fere  I  by  giving  lo  the  language  of  the 
grant,  just  tluit  meaning  which  each  word 
of  it  has  in   its  common  use  and  accepta- 
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tion  in  the  English  language.  Let  me  be 
not  confounded  with  those  who  have  re- 
sorted to  the  preamble  of  the  Constitution, 
in  which  the  same  words,  "  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare," 
are  found  ;  to  inCer  a  legislative  ability  in 
Congress,  out  of 'the  particular  grants  in 
the  Constitution.  The  difference  between 
those  words  in  the  preamble,  and  in  the 
clause  to  which  reference  has  been  made, 
is  this,  that  they  are  in  the  first  a  recital 
of  the  motives  which  induced  the  peo- 
ple of  the  States  to  ratify  the  Constitu- 
tion— and  in  t!ie  clause,  they  recognized 
it  as  a  grant  of  power  for  which  national 
revenue  might  be  raised  and  applied. — 
But  there  is  to  be  found  an  analogous 
practice  in  the  legislation  of  this  Govern- 
ment, which  has  no  other  constitutional 
aiitlioriiy  than  such  as  have  been  men- 
tioned, to  shew  how  its  powers  may  be 
used  to  colonize  our  free  people  of  color 
in  Africa.  I  mean  the  colonization  of  the 
Indian  tribes.  Have  not  those  tribes 
from  the  beginning  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment been  colonized?  Except  in  the 
clause  to  regulate  commerce  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  in  tliat  which  ap- 
portions the  representation  of  the  States  in 
Congress,  the  word  Indian  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  Constitution.  But  as  the 
Indian  tribes,  whether  within,  or  beyond 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  States,  were  con- 
sidered by  us,  (as  they  have  been  by  all  the 
nations  of  Europe  which  colonized  any  part 
of  ihe  American  continent)  as  independent 
nations,  with  a  right  of  occupancy  of  tiieir 
lands,  but  without  the  power  to  sell  them, 
unless  permitted  to  do  so,  by  the  sovereignty 
within  wliose  territorial  limits  their  lands 
were  ;  they  have  been  brought  within  the 
treaty-making  power  to  get  from  tliem 
ce.ssions  of  iheir  lands,  and  when  they  were 
made  ;  within  tliat  policy  of  the  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States,  which  for 
our  interest  and  their  own,  required 
that  they  should  be  removed  at  the 
cost  of  the  United  States.  The  Federal 
Government  made  a  compact  with  the 
Stale  of  Georgia,  to  buy  from  the  In- 
dians in  Georgia,  their  right  of  occupancy 
to  liieir  unceded  lands  in  that  State,  with 
ati  obligation  to  reuujve  them  from  the 
State,  when  the  purciiase  could  be  made. 
It  has  been  done.  A  treaty  was  made  in 
1828,  with  the  Cherokee  Indians  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  to  colonize  them  at  the 
co.st  of  the  United  States,  in  another  part 
of  Arkansas,  than  where  they  were. — 
Eaton  and  Coti'ee's  treaty  with  the  Min- 
sjoes  and  and  the  warriors  of  the  Choctaw 


Nation,  provided  for  the  removal  of  them 
at  the  cost  of  the  United  States.  General 
Cass  afterwards  made  a  treaty  wiih  the 
Creek  Indians  for  the  cession  of  all  of 
their  lantls  east  of  the  Mississippi,  with 
a  stipulation  that  they  would  be  removed 
to  the  west  of  it  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States. 

In  the  year  18.34,  Congress  passed  an 
act  designating  territory  in  the  United 
States  to  which  the  Indians  might  be 
removed,  declaring  that  it  should  always 
thereafter  be  deemed  the  Indian  country. 
Several  tribes  are  now  there  under  the 
protection  of  this  Government,  with  the 
promise  that  the  humane  policy  c**  the 
Government  will  be  illustrated  by  their 
civilization.  If  any  one  wishes  to  see  that 
policy  about  to  be  further  carried  out,  it 
will  be  found  in  the  very  interesting  report 
of  Mr.  Manypeny,  the  present  efficient 
Commissioner  of  the  Indians  affairs,  ac- 
companying the  message  of  the  President 
to  this  Congress. 

If  then  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  has  made  appropriations  of  money 
to  remove  and  colonize  Indians  and  Afri- 
cans, the  Constitutional  powers  exerted  for 
doing  so,  apply  equally  in  favor  of  ap- 
propriations of  money  to  aid  in  removing 
and  colonizing  our  free  people  of  color 
whenever  Congress  shall  think  it  nation- 
ally expedient  to  make  them.  This  must 
be  so,  unless  the  Government's  power  to 
colonize,  is  particular  as  to  persons,  and 
not  general.  If  any  one  shall  say  so, 
to  exclude  the  free  man  of  African  ori- 
gin from  the  benefit  of  the  powers,  he 
interpolates  into  the  Constitution  an  ex- 
ception which  is  not  there,  and  will  ex- 
clude himself  from  that  class,  which  has 
hitherto  guarded  that  sacred  instrument, 
by  giving  it  a  rational  and  limited 
interpretation  in  opposition  to  those  whose 
tendency  has  been  to  give  to  it  legislative 
ability  in  cases  where  the  power  has  not 
been  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 
the  Constitution,  or  when  powers  have 
been  asserted  by  the  Legislation  of  the 
United  States,  which  were  reserved  to  the 
Slates  respectively  or  the  people. 

Mr.  President :— My  object  in  all  that 
I  have  said  concerning  the  power  of  the 
Federal  Government,  has  been  constitu- 
tionally to  aid  this  Society  in  colonizing 
our  free  persons  of  color,  and  to  present 
the  claims  of  Liberia  to  the  intelligent 
consid'eration  of  our  legislators.  A  few 
more  words  at  this  late  hour,  and  I  shall 
be  done. 

The  Colonization   of  our    free    persons 
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of  color  is  not  a  local  interest.     It  is  im- 
ti.iiiiii,  liecause  iliey  are  in  ivt-ry  State  of 
this  Union  \n  ii  hopeless  condiiiDn  of  infer- 
iot  I  imy  nossibility  that  they  can 

be  vers  of  the  political  and  civil 

in.......  ...   .  r  the  State.s,  or  of  those  of 

tlie    United   Slates.      Tliey   number  now 
more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand. 
A  Itu'^er  iiunibtr  than  nil  of  the  Indians 
within   our   limit.s.     Tiieir   numbers   will 
incl•€'^se,  iVoin  emancijuuion  beyond  that 
of  a   natur.il  production,  thouiih  that  will 
not  be  les.s  than  it  has  been.     Such  a  caste, 
without  civil  privil(i:t-s,  implies  discontein 
nnd   hostihty.     Whether   the  last  shall  be 
so  or  lint,  it  will  be   thought  to  be  so,  and 
the  restraints  upon  them,  will  be  multipli- 
ed.    Tliey    have  seen,  sir,  and  are  here 
eojoyiui:  their  be.st  day  in  the  United  States. 
Tlie  natural  increase  of  our  white  popula- 
tion, the  additions  to  it  already  by  emi- 
gration  from     Europe    and    such   as   are 
surely  to  follow,  even  in   larger  numbers 
than  have  yet  come,  will  drive  them  into 
the  most  degraded  offices  of  civilized  life 
if  not  from  employment  of  every   kind. 
The  object  of  the  Society  is  to  place  them 
out  of  the  reach  of  such  a  result.      Its 
designation  is  the  American  Society  for 
colonizing  the  free  people  of  color  of  the 
United  States.     Its  object,  as  it  is  express- 
ed in  its  Constitution,  is  to  colonize  them 
with  their  consent,  in  Africa  or  such  other 
place  as  Congress  shall  deem  most  expe- 
dient, and  to  act  in  co-operation  with  the 
general  Government  and  such  of  the  States 
as  may  adopt  regulations  upon  the  sub- 
ject.    Tlie  South  and  Southwestern  States 
where  slavery  is  a  part  of  their  domestic 
condition,    aic    not    more     interested    in 
this  mutter,  than  the  rest  of  the  Union, 
except  as  they  may  give  larger  numbers 
to  be  sent  to  Africa.     Tlie  inconvenien- 
ces and  interferences   of  emancipated  col- 
ored persons  in  them,  they  can  control. 
But  their  philanthropy  makes  them  wish 
to  avoid  the  use  of  their  power,  and  they 
look  to  this  Society  and  to   the   Federal 
Government  to  aid  them  in  making  that 
philanthropy  efficient. 
Ths  condition  of  the  Southern  States  in 


this  matter,  and  in  every  other  concernii  - 
them,  in  any  event,  is  one  of  strength  and 
not  of  weakness.  Commanding  as  they 
do  by  their  products  a  large  portion  of 
the  world '.s  industry  and  iis  interests,  with- 
out any  cause  for  !i|)prehending  that  it  will 
be  less  and  with  every  reason  for  believ- 
ing that  it  will  be  larger,  they  have  as 
strong  a  bond  of  union  between  them  as 
any  which  unites  the  same  population  in 
any  part  of  the  world.  Let  come  what 
may,  they  have  confidence  in  their  future. 
They  know  that  their  coasts  may  be  pillag- 
ed but  that  their  interior  cannot  be  suc- 
cessfully assailed.  Abounding  in  every 
thing  which  in  ordinary  times  can  be  en- 
joyed and  sufficient  for  any  exigency 
which  may  happen,  they  feel  that  they  are 
secure. 

But  they  do  not  wish  to  rely  upon  such 
considerations,  and  they  do  not  indulge 
tliem,  remembering  the  old  times  of 
their  fathers,  in  every  part  of  this  land, 
and  that  God  strengthened  them  together, 
to  escape  from  a  common  tyranny.  Their 
heart's  wish  is  to  enjoy  the  blessings  given 
to  our  nation  in  patriotic  fraternity. 
Prompted  too  by  a  holier  sentiment,  our 
common  Christianity  and  its  influences 
upon  their  consciences  and  their  practices, 
they  think  that  a  sufficient  guaranty  that 
their  rule  at  home,  will  be  regulated  ac- 
cordingly. UnalTected  in  their  sensibilities 
by  either  the  exaggerations  of  fiction  or 
the  assaults  of  fanaticism,  they  have 
neither  re.sentments  to  express  nor  con- 
tempt to  bestow.  They  are  conservative 
too  for  this  nation.  The  excesses  of  un- 
christian and  revolutionary  innovation, 
have  no  countenance  there.  If  they  can- 
not prevent  them  from  being  felt  in  other 
localities,  they  mean  to  prevent  them  from 
becoming  national. 

Standing  upon  the  good  sense  and 
strong  sympathies  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, they  hope  for  a  long  course  of  national 
([uietude  and  happiness,  confidently  trust- 
ing whatever  may  affect  our  general 
weli"are,  that  it  will  be  under  the  guardian- 
,  ship  of  our  National  Constitution. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 
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Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  tlie  American  Colonization  Society  for  1853. 
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